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Earthquake 
Proofing 
Begins  at 
St.  Paul's 

By  Loren  J.  Bialik 

Two  projects  thai  will  lead  to  the  sal- 
vation of  St.  Paul's  Catholic  Church 
moved  ahead  last  month. 

One  was  the  seismic  strengthening  of 
a  convent  located  within  St.  Paul's  con- 
stellation of  buildings  at  Church  and  29th 
streets.  Another  was  a  plan  to  convert  the 
church 's  old  high  school  and  another  con- 
vent to  a  housing  complex. 

On  April  2.  the  church  started  retro- 
fitting its  Missionaries  of  Charity  Con- 
vent, an  unreinforced  masonry  building  at 
3 1 6  29th  St.  The  40  "Mother  Teresa"  nuns 
who  usually  reside  at  the  convent  have 
taken  temporary  refuge  in  the  high  school 
building  across  the  street. 

"This  is  a  key  moment  for  us,"  said  Sis- 
ter Maureen  O'Brien,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  church.  "We're  finally  seeing  some- 
thing happen." 

Renovating  the  convent  Is  the  first  step 
in  a  long  process  that  will  eventually  see 
St.  Paul's  1880  landmark  church  and  its 
elementary  school,  both  on  Church 
Street,  refurbished  as  well.  St.  Paul's  is 
under  an  ultimatum  from  the  city  to  meet 
earthquake  standards  established  in  1993. 

According  to  Charles  Wall  of  Carlin 
Construction,  the  firm  thai  is  recondi- 
tioning the  convent,  the  project  should 
lake  about  three  months. 

"It's  a  pretty  simple  seismic  upgrade." 

Continued  on  Page  3 

Noe  Valley 
Couples 
Celebrate 
Gay  Rites 

By  Denise  Minor 

ll  was  a  day  like  none  other  this  coun- 
try has  seen. 

On  the  stage  al  the  Herbst  Theater  on 
March  25. 1996. 174gay  and  lesbian  cou- 
ples (and  one  straight  couple )  were  united 
in  marriage  ceremonies  sanctified  by  the 
City  of  San  Francisco  and  trumpeted  by 
news  media  from  the  New  York  Times  to 
Good  Morning  America. 

Among  the  first  12  couples  to  be 
brought  together  in  matrimony — and  of- 
ficially pronounced  domestic  partners  by 
Mayor  Willie  Brown  and  former  supervi- 
sor Carole  Migden — were  Tom  Maravilla 
and  Mike  Meischke,  owners  of  Mikey- 
tom  Market  at  Church  and  Day  streets; 
and  Denise  Ratliff  and  Deborah  Oakley- 
Melvin.  publishers  of  the  Noe  Valley - 
based  monthly  DykespeakJicon. 

Being  among  the  "Top  1 2"  afforded  the 


Although  it  looks  like  the  Big  One  just  hit,  it's  really  only  the  start  of  a  seismic  upgrade  at  St 
Paul's  Missionaries  of  Charity  convent  on  29th  Street  Photo  by  Tom  Wochs 


Mike  Meischke  and  Tom  Maravilla.  shown  "just  married"  March  25  by  Mayor  Willie  Brown  at 
Herbst  Theater 


couples  the  chance  to  be  a  very  public 
symbol  of  gay  rights.  A  month  after  the 
whirlwind  of  publicity,  the  newlyweds 
took  a  moment  to  talk  with  the  Voice 
about  the  ceremony  and  their  lives. 

"Originally,  we  did  it  as  a  political 
statement,"  said  Maravilla.  40.  "We  wanted 
to  be  part  of  something  that  would  fly  in 
the  face  of  the  hate-mongering  right  wing, 
which  is  gaining  power  in  this  country. 

"But  as  we  were  doing  it.  it  took  on  a 


much  more  significant  emotional  status," 
he  continued.  "We  both  felt . . .  different . . . 
afterwards.  And  we  were  surprised,  be- 
cause we  didn't  expect  that  at  all.  It  was 
pretty  powerful." 

Although  the  ceremony  did  not  give 
Maravilla  and  Meischke  the  benefits  of  a 
legal  marriage  (no  state  in  the  country  yet 
recognizes  marriage  between  same-sex 

Continued  on  Page  4 


Announcing  the 

1996  Literary  Contest 

Writers,  Poets,  and  Countrypersom: 
The  Noe  ValUy  Voice  invites  you 
to  submit  your  stories,  essays,  and 
poems  to  our  second  annual  Literary 

Contest.  We  will  award  prizes  in 
three  categories— fiction,  nonfiction, 
and  poetry — and  publish  the  results 

in  our  Summer  Literary  lsst4e. 
distributed  August  1.  The  deadline 
fi)r  submissions  is  June  15,  1 996. 
Please  see  the  back  page 
of  this  issue  fi>r  contest  rules. 


Moratorium 
On  Coffee 
Stores  and 
Takeouts  on 
24th  Street 

By  Kathy  Dalle-Molle 

On  April  15  the  San  Francisco  Board 
of  Supervisors  unanimously  passed  a  res- 
olution that  places  an  18-month  morato- 
rium on  any  new  specialty  grocery  and  re- 
tail coffee  stores  along  Noe  Valley's  24th 
Street  commercial  corridor. 

According  to  Robert  Passmore  of  the 
city's  Planning  Department,  the  only  ex- 
emption to  the  ban  would  be  a  change  in 
ownership  of  an  existing  coffee  or  spe- 
ciahy  food  store. 

Passmore  also  said  that  over  the  next 
year  the  Planning  Department  would 
monitor  the  impact  of  the  temporary  ban 
and  draw  up  recommendations  for  per- 
manent controls  in  the  area. 

Ultimately.  Noe  Valley  could  be  grant- 
ed a  special  status,  requiring  that  coffee 
shops  obtain  public  approval  before  they 
open.  (To  date.  North  Beach  is  the  only 
neighborhood  in  the  city  already  ex- 
empted from  the  planning  code's  "Star- 
bucks Amendment" — so  nicknamed  be- 
cause it  was  drafted  and  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  by  a  law  firm  hired 
by  Starbucks  Coffee.  The  1993  amend- 
ment allows  retail  coffee  stores  with  less 
than  16  seats  to  bypass  some  of  the  normal 
permit  procedures  for  sit-down  places 
selling  food  and  beverages.) 

Neighbors  in  support  of  the  coffee  ban 
are  also  hoping  to  limit  the  number  of 
takeouts  on  24ih  Street.  Takeout  eateries 
can  now  bypass  existing  restrictions  on 
full-service  and  fast-food  restaurants  by 
applying  for  a  permit  under  the  "specialty 
grocery  store"  provision. 

Notes  Passmore,  "Both  Rustico  to  Go 
Iwhich  closed  its  doors  earlier  this  year), 
which  had  a  specialty  grocery  store  per- 
mit, and  Tom  and  Dave's  juice  bar.  which 
replaced  it  and  is  operating  under  the  re- 
tail coffee  store  provision,  would  not  have 

Continued  on  Page  2 
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18-Month 
Ban  on  New 
Coffee  Stores 

Continued  from  Page  I 

been  permitted  to  open  under  the  super- 
visors' current  resolution." 

Adds  Jean  Amos,  the  Elizabeth  Street 
resident  who  spearheaded  the  effort  along 
with  Peter  Gass  of  the  East  &  West  of 
Castro  Street  Improvement  Club.  "We 
had  the  support  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
and  the  East  &  West  of  Castro  Club.  Lots 
of  neighbors  wrote  letters  of  support.  The 
community  is  really  behind  us  on  this. 

"People  feel  there  should  be  a  cap  on 
certain  types  of  businesses  on  24th 
Street,"  Amos  maintains.  "We  do  not 
want  lo  be  another  Union  Street.  We  want 
to  keep  this  a  low-key.  neighborhood- 
serving  corridor." 

In  her  view.  Noe  Valley  needs  "more 
stores  that  reflect  the  neighborhood  —  a 
kitchen  store,  children's  stores,  a  fabric 
store.  Twenty-fourth  Street 's  homey,  small- 
town feel  would  be  lost  if  this  turned  into 
a  restaurant  and  entertainment  corridor." 


Amos  says  she  and  Gass  worked  for  al- 
most six  months  with  Supervisor  Sue  Bicr- 
man  on  the  resolution,  but  now  that  it's 
passed,  she's  not  exactly  jumping  for  joy. 

"We  closed  the  door,  but  the  horses  had 
already  gotten  out  of  the  bam."  she  ex- 
plains. "I  think  the  coffee  trend  in  Noe 
Valley  has  peaked.  We  worked  to  plug  a 
little  hole  in  the  code,  but  by  the  time  we 
do  it.  there's  always  something  else  to 
worry  about. 

"I'm  more  worried  about  the  eating  es- 
tablishments," she  continues.  "Bakers  of 
Paris  at  one  time  just  sold  bread  and 
baked  goods.  Now  I  see  they  sell  sand- 
wiches and  soup.  That's  the  way  things 
happen,  a  little  bit  at  a  time." 

With  regard  to  enforcement  of  the  ban. 
Passmore  says  he  is  currently  working 
with  Eleanore  Gerhardt  and  Claire  Pilch- 
er  of  Friends  of  Noe  Valley  to  compile  a 
list  of  eating  establishments  along  24th 
Street  from  Diamond  to  Church.  The 
Planning  Department  will  then  see  wheth- 
er they  are  complying  with  the  code. 

"Some  are  most  likely  operating  be- 
yond what  is  allowed."  says  Passmore. 
"There  are  probably  some  violations,  and 
we  would  like  (o  see  those  abated." 

For  a  description  of  the  laws  govern- 
ing food  and  coffee  on  24th  Street,  call  the 
Planning  Department  at  558-6377.  □ 


WOMAN 


OWNED  BUS 


MESS 


•  SUBARU  •  TOYOTA  •  NISSAN  •  MAZDA 
•  HONDA  •  GM  •  FORD  •  CHRYSLER 
Complete  Domestic  and  Foreign  Car  Service  and  Repair 
Tires  •  Alignments  •  Brakes  •  Shocks  •  Suspensions 


550-2400 


185       BAVSHORE  BOULEVARD 


@eon  computer  education,  access  &  web  site  design 

1326  (astro  st.  near  24th  •  415  642  9697 


lSSEI 


Macintosh  Basics 
Internet  Basics 
Advanced  Internet 
Web  Page  Design 

Microsoft  Office 
Microsoft  Word 
Microsoft  Excel 

Quickbooks 
Quicken 

Photoshop 
Illustrator 

Fractal  Design  Painter 
QuarkXPress 


project  <a)Pfln 

Saturdays  at  our  center  are 
reserved  for  Project  @eon.  an 
ongoing  computer  adventure 
for  kids  of  all  ages.  Our  tech- 
nology makes  education  fun. 
The  first  step  is  an  one-hour 
pnvaie  tutonng  session  to 
assess  your  child's  skills  and 
interests.  The  cost  is  $?5 
Afterwards  you  enroll  your 
child  into  Project  @eon.  with 
l-i/2  hour  weekly 

i^S'ons  at  a 
'        "  tuition  of 

%    $95  per 
%  month. 


Web  Site  Design 

Personal  Page  $50 
Business  Presence  Bundle  $95 

Scanning.  Pnnting.  and  Rentals 

Scanning  workstation  $6.00 
( per  fifteen  minutes) 

600dpi  Laser  Pnnts         $0  25 

Mac  Use  Fees  starting  from  $1 
per  15  minutes.  Phni  from  any 
major  application.  Mac  or 
Windows. 

There  is  no  charge  for  the  fir^i 
15  minutes  of  Internet  Access 

Data  Archiving  lo  CD  RON 

first  CD  $60 
each  additional  CD  $50 
on^ite  starling  from  $50 

OCR  software 

Never  retype  a  document!  With 
one  scan  and  three  clicks,  you  II 
have  an  on-screen  copy  ready  for 
you  to  edit  or  reformat. 

Discounts  for  students,  senior 
citizens,  and  non  profit  organiza- 
tions. Our  helpful  and  knowl- 
edgeable staff  is  always  at  your 
service. 


Just  One  Word:  Plastics 

Editor: 

I  noticed  the  arrival  of  a  few  new  Noe 
Valley  businesses  on  24th  Street  recently: 
Tom  &  Dave's  Juice  It!  and  Posh  Bagel. 
I  wandered  into  Juice  It!  and  was  struck 
by  the  fact  that  the  drinks  are  sold  in  very 
large  styrofoam  containers,  with  plastic 
straws  and  plastic  covers. 

Styrofoam  and  other  chemically  based 
products  are  nonbiodegradable  and  ex- 
tremely harmful  lo  the  environment,  at 
both  the  production  and  disposal  ends  of 
consumption.  Posh  Bagel,  the  new  bagel 
and  sandwich  shop,  also  sells  all  of  its 
coffee  and  tea  in  styrofoam  containers. 

While  we  have  made  great  strides  in 
the  area  of  recycling,  the  production  and 
use  of  plastics  continues  to  grow  un- 
checked. Many  businesses  pay  little  or  no 
attention  to  the  massive  use  of  plastic  and 
styrofoam  in  the  form  of  coffee  stirrers, 
take-out  containers,  and  numerous  other 
nonessential  packaging  items. 

As  we  grow  more  conscious  of  that 
which  we  put  into  our  bodies,  it  appears 
that  we  are  much  less  aware  of  that  which 
we  toss  blindly  into  the  trash.  As  con- 
sumers we  can  have  a  greater  influence 
upon  the  environmental  practices  of  busi- 
nesses by  simply  speaking  up  and  re- 
questing alternative  packaging,  or  else  re- 
fusing to  buy  items  that  are  needlessly 
packaged  in  unsafe  ways. 

In  addition,  we  need  lo  remind  our 
neighborhood  businesses,  such  as  Thrifty 
Jr.  and  others  that  do  not  recycle  paper 
goods,  that  we  need  their  support  in  our 
efforts  lo  restore  and  save  the  planet. 

Deborah  Yarock 
Twenty-third  Street 


A  Spaniel  in  the  Works 

Editor: 

Re  your  April  Fool's  issue:  Bravo!  Ab- 
solutely hysterical!  The  best  ever!  You 
had  me  laughing  out  loud.  And  the  rest  of 
the  paper  ain't  bad,  either.  Just  one  ques- 
tion: what  is  the  "Valley  of  the  Dogs" 
masthead  supposed  to  mean?  Dare  I  ask? 

You  guys  sure  do  make  me  miss  the  old 
neighborhood.... 

Rick  Emmer 
Palm  Harbor.  Fla. 
(former  resident  of  Church  Street) 

Editor's  Reply: 

Remember  the  classic  1967  fdm  that 
showcased  Patty  Duke's  most  stirring 
cinematic  performance.  Susan  Hay- 
ward's  wig.  and  a  lot  of  prescription 


Voice  Mail 

The  Voice  is  eager  to  receive  your 
letters  to  ihe  editor,  for  possible  pub- 
lication in  future  issues. 

Write  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 
1021  Sanchez  St..  San  Francisco. 
CA  94 1 1 4.  Or  send  brief  e-mail  cor- 
respondence (no  long  manuscripts, 
please)  to  jaxvoice^aol.com. 

Remember  lo  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number,  so  tfiat 
we  can  contact  you  if  we  have  ques- 
tions. Note  that  letters  may  be  edited 
for  clarity  and  conciseness.  Unsigned 
letters  (anonymous  notes)  will  not  be 
considered  for  publication. 

To  check  out  our  home  page  on 
the  World  Wide  Web,  go  lo  hitp:// 
www.noevailevvoice.com.  □ 


drugs?  Well,  suhsntute  dogs  and  babies 
for  the  pills,  and  you've  got  our  neigh- 
borhood. The  "valley"  part  is  pure  coin- 
cidence...or  is  it? 

You're  Soaking  In  It 

Editor: 

I  was  washing  my  dishes  when  the  mail 
came  with  my  April  issue  of  the  Noe  Val- 
ley Voice.  Needless  lo  say,  the  dishes  were 
forgotten,  and  I  read  the  Voice  from  the 
first  page  to  the  last. 

The  April  Fool's  stuff  was  great,  and  I 
caught  on  after  the  63  elephants  were  go- 
ing lo  stomp  down  the  Sanchez  Street  hill. 

I  loved  every  bit  of  Noe  Valley,  and  it 
will  always  be  "home"  lo  me! 

Bea  Gray 
Garden  Grove,  Calif. 

Tour  the  30th  St.  Senior  Center 

Editor: 

On  behalf  of  the  staff,  volunteers,  and 
seniors  of  30th  Street  Senior  Center.  I 
want  to  thank  you  and  the  talented  staff 
of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  for  including  the 
article  about  the  senior  center  in  the 
March  edition.  It  was  very  neighborly  of 
you! 

The  story  will  greatly  assist  us  in  our 
efforts  to  build  more  community  aware- 
ness about,  and  support  for.  30th  Street 
Senior  Services,  a  division  of  On  Lok. 

If  you  would  like  any  additional  infor- 
mation regarding  our  programs,  or  better 
yet.  if  you  have  time  for  a  tour,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  contact  me  at  550-22 1 1 , 
Valorie  Villela.  Director 
Senior  Center/Nutrition  Program 
30th  Street  Senior  Services 
225  30th  St. 
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St.  Paul's  Moves 
Ahead  with 
Seismic  Upgrade 

Continued  from  Page  I 

Wall  said.  "We  will  Ue  3,000  pounds  per 
square  inch  of  concrete  to  the  existing 
brick  walls.  The  floor  joists  will  be  con- 
nected to  the  walls  so  that  the  walls  don't 
pull  away  in  an  earthquake." 

Because  the  convent  is  a  dwelling  — 
and  not  a  school  building  housing  chil- 
dren— the  bill  for  retrofitting  is  relatively 
low.  around  $300,000.  The  elementary 
school  will  cost  $2.3  million.  St.  Paul's 
Church  itself  will  cost  another  $3.2  mil- 
lion. And  those  figures  do  not  include 
other  improvements  that  the  church 
would  like  to  make. 

"The  last  major  improvement  to  the  el- 
ementary school  building  [which  was 
opened  in  1916]  was  in  the  1950s,'*  said 
Sister  Maureen.  "We  want  to  put  in  a  sci- 
ence lab.  and  enhance  the  computer  lab 
and  music  room.  The  old  high  school, 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  being  sold,  had 
cooking  facilities.  We  hope  to  put  a  kitch- 
en in  the  elementary  school." 

The  church  would  also  like  to  add  a 
community  center,  she  said.  Currently,  St. 
Paul's  hosts  a  dozen  12-step  programs 
and  a  family  counseling  program  run  by 
the  University  of  San  Francisco. 

So  where  is  a  parish  with  a  member- 
ship of  1.500  supposed  to  come  up  with 
the  money  for  all  this? 

Builder  Unveils  Condo  Complex 

Readers  will  recall  that  St.  Paul's  put 
its  high  school  building  at  3 1 7  29th  St.— 
and  another  convent,  the  Sisters  of  Char- 
ily convent  at  323  29th  St.  —  up  for  sale 
to  raise  money  to  retrofit  the  church  and 


elementary  school. 

Last  summer  Evergreen  Pacific  Cor- 
poration of  San  Rafael  bid  $2.1  million 
for  the  high  school  and  $550,000  for  the 
convent,  contingent  upon  all  permits  go- 
ing through  City  Hall. 

At  an  April  21  parish  meeting,  Parker 
Sorg.  Evergreen's  chief  executive  officer, 
revealed  his  company's  plans  for  remod- 
eling the  two  buildings.  He  also  unveiled 
plans  for  a  third  building,  which  Ever- 
green hopes  to  erect  on  an  empty  lot  on 
Day  Street  (where  the  high  school  drive- 
way is  now). 

"There  will  be  39  condominiums,  rang- 
ing in  size  from  500  square  feet  to  1 .400 
square  feet.  Twenty-six  of  the  units  will 
be  in  the  high  school,  1 1  units  in  the  con- 
vent, and  two  units  in  the  new  building  on 
Day  Street."  Sorg  said. 

The  lion's  share  of  the  units  will  be 
one-bedroom  (II)  and  two-bedroom  (22). 
But  there  will  also  be  four  studios  and  two 
three-bedroom  units.  Each  building  will 
have  an  elevator,  and  landscaping  around 
the  property. 

Previous  considerations  to  set  aside 
certain  units  for  low-income  seniors  have 
been  dropped.  "The  units  will  sell  at  mar- 
ket rale."  Sorg  said.  "We  hope  to  leave  it 
up  to  the  public  to  decide  who  lives  there, 
rather  than  say  that  specific  units  should 
be  senior  housing." 

All  condos  will  have  parking,  and  Sorg 
hopes  to  provide  a  few  open  spaces  as 
well.  To  accommodate  parking  at  the 
former  high  school,  Evergreen  will  open 
part  of  the  wall  for  garage  doors.  Other 
than  that,  Sorg  doesn't  expect  any  major 
changes  to  the  exterior  of  the  two  exist- 
ing buildings. 

The  new  building  on  Day  Street  will  be 
a  three-story  affair,  with  parking  on  the 
first  level. 

"We've  met  with  the  City  Planning  De- 
partment, and  they  seem  very  favorable 
and  supportive  of  our  plans."  said  Sorg. 


Barring  any  unforeseen  complications, 
escrow  on  these  two  properties  should 
close  by  this  coming  January  and  work 
begin  shortly  thereafter.  The  homes 
should  be  available  by  late  1997. 

In  the  meantime.  Sorg  said  he  hopes  to 
meet  with  community  groups  to  secure 
their  approval.  Neighborhood  residents 
who'd  like  to  set  up  such  a  meeting  can 
call  him  directly  at  456-0600. 

Church  Has  Raised  $2  Million 

Readers  also  will  remember  that  the 
church's  primary  school  at  300  Valley  St. 
was  up  for  sale  last  spring.  That  building 
has  now  been  taken  off  the  market. 

"The  church  will  continue  to  use  the 
building  while  renovations  are  made  to 
the  other  structures,"  said  Sister  Maureen. 
"What  we  eventually  do  with  it  depends 
on  our  future  needs." 

Meanwhile,  the  San  Francisco  Arch- 
diocese is  chipping  in  $1  million  to  retro- 
fit the  remaining  buildings.  Last  August, 
Archbishop  John  Quinn  wrote  St.  Paul's, 
"T^is  grant  is  a  tangible  sign  that  the 
whole  of  our  local  Church  stands  with 
you  in  meeting  the  unprecedented  chal- 
lenge which  has  been  thrust  upon  St. 
Paul's  by  the  changes  in  the  city's  laws 
governing  earthquake  safety." 

And  according  to  Reverend  Mario 
Parana,  who  has  ministered  to  St.  Paul's 
parish  since  July  1993,  "The  archdiocese 
already  gave  us  the  go-ahead  to  hire  an 


architect,"  for  the  retrofitting  of  the 
church  and  elementary  school. 

The  church  has  not  been  bashful  about 
passing  the  collection  plate  either.  Ac- 
cording to  fundraising  consultant  Chris- 
line  Dohrmann.  the  church  has  raised  an 
additional  $1  million  from  local  parish- 
ioners, friends  of  St.  Paul's,  parents  of 
students  who  attend  St.  Paul's,  and 
alumni  and  staff. 

"I've  been  in  the  fundraising  business 
for  over  22  years,"  Dohrmann  remarked. 
"I'm  awestruck  by  the  commitment  of  the 
people  of  this  parish.  They  feel  they're 
pan  of  the  vitality  of  this  community." 

The  next  stage  will  be  putting  together 
grant  proposals  to  local  foundations,  she 
said. 

When  the  Voice  asked  Sister  Maureen, 
who  used  to  be  principal  of  the  all-girls 
high  school,  how  she  viewed  all  these 
changes,  she  replied  that  the  sale  of  the 
buildings  was  necessary  to  save  St.  Paul's 
as  a  neighborhood  institution. 

"The  future  of  these  Icondominium] 
buildings  will  be  compatible  with  the 
church  and  the  community.  It  will  bring 
needed  housing  and  will  help  businesses 
in  the  community.  The  neighborhood  will 
be  enhanced,"  she  said. 

She  noted  that  St.  Paul's  would  con- 
tinue to  seek  input  from  the  nearby  resi- 
dents. Those  who  have  ideas  or  want  to 
volunteer  to  help  the  parish  can  call  her 
at  648-7538.  □ 
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August  Moon  Massage 

Jana  HutcKenson 
Certified  Massage  Tlierapist 
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your  neighborhood  natural  food  store 

In  honor  of  Mother  d  Day, 

we  have  added  an  extra  day  to  our 

MAY  20%  OFF 
VITAMIN,  BODY  CARE  &  BOOK  SALE! 

Come  in  and  dtock  up! 

May  10, 11,  &  12, 1996 

Shop  early! 
Pre-orders  and  holds 
are  encouraged ! 


Real  Food  Company  2  ■  3939  24th  Street  ■  282-9500 
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Lesbian  and 
Gay  Weddings 

Continued  from  Page  I 

couples).  Maravilla  said  he  did  feel  that 
it  gave  him  and  his  partner  some  of  the 
respect  of  a  legal  wedding. 

Since  1991.  San  Francisco  has  recog- 
nized the  legal  status  of  domestic  partners 
who  are  registered  at  City  Hall.  If  they  are 
city  employees,  for  instance,  iheir  part- 
ners can  receive  the  same  benefits  as  a 
husband  or  wife. 

"But  now  San  Francisco  offers  a  cere- 
mony, as  opposed  to  just  a  legal  filing  of 
papers."  said  Maravilla.  "It  was  an  affir- 
mation for  us." 

Since  the  ceremony  was  broadcast  in- 
ternationally—  Maravilla  and  Meischke 
were  even  shown  kissing  on  CNN  —  the 
couple  have  received  congratulatory  calls 
from  friends  and  acquaintances  through- 
out the  country. 

"I  have  not  gotten  any  negative  reac- 
tions." Maravilla  said,  "ahhough  I'm  not 
so  naive  as  to  think  there  aren't  people  out 
there  who  are  critical  of  us." 

One  criticism  he  has  heard  is  that  gay 
couples  are  trying  to  marry  just  so  they 
can  get  benefits,  such  as  health  coverage 
and  life  insurance. 

"Would  anyone  do  it  just  for  benefits?" 
asks  Maravilla.  "I  don't  know  of  anyone, 
gay  or  straight,  who  marries  for  benefits  " 

For  Maravilla.  marriage  was  the  best 
way  to  seal  the  commitment  with  his  pan- 
ner  of  10  years.  But  the  way  he  describes 
his  husband  sounds  like  a  love  song  by  a 
man  still  in  the  throes  of  youthful  infatu- 
ation. "Mike  is  definitely  the  man  I  want 
to  be  with  for  the  rest  of  my  life."  he  said. 
"I  think  we're  perfect  for  each  other.  I'm 
outgoing.  He's  a  homebody.  He's  artistic 
and  visual,  and  I'm  the  numbers  and  pub- 
lic relations  guy.  He's  got  this  childlike 
characteristic  that  is  so  endearing.  It  gives 
him  a  wonderful  eye  for  seeing  beauty  in 
little  things." 

The  two  met  at  a  party  thrown  by  a  mu- 
tual friend  who  lived  at  28th  and  Dolores 
streets  in  1986.  It  was  "love  at  first  sight." 
said  Maravilla.  and  the  couple  have  not 
been  apart  for  more  than  a  day  since. 

"Mike  lived  in  Sacramento  then.  I 'd  go 
spend  Friday.  Saturday,  and  Sunday  nights 
there.  Then  he  would  spend  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  nights  in  San  Francisco  with 
me." 

Meischke.  43.  admits  that  he  too  found 
Mr.  Right.  "Just  when  I  decided  I  was  per- 
fectly happy  being  single  and  I  didn't 
need  a  life  partner.  I  met  Tom,  and  he 


Tom  Maravilla  and  Mike  Meischke  have  been  "domestic  partners"  at  their  house  on  Lexington  Street  for  about  10  years,  but  it  felt  great  to  be 
officially  married  in  a  downtown  ceremony.  Photo  by  Beverly  Thorp 


turned  everything  upside  down."  he  said. 

Six  months  after  they  met,  Meischke 
moved  into  Maravilla's  Lexington  Street 
home.  At  the  time,  Maravilla  was  work- 
ing at  a  wine  and  cheese  shop  in  the  Lau- 
rel Village  neighborhood.  (He  had  come 
to  the  city  from  Palo  Alto,  where  he'd 
graduated  in  mathematical  sciences  from 
Stanford  University.) 

In  1990,  the  couple  started  tinkering 
with  the  idea  of  opening  a  shop  that  would 
sell  not  only  wine  and  cheese,  but  the  sta- 
ples that  people  need  daily,  such  as  milk, 
bread,  and  vegetables. 

Maravilla  began  drafting  a  business 
plan  and  searchmg  for  a  site,  while  Meisch- 
ke put  his  artistic  talents  to  work  on  inte- 
rior and  exterior  designs.  "When  we  first 
looked  at  this  location  on  Church  Street, 
it  was  two  years  before  we  actually  took 
it  over.  At  that  time,  we  decided  the  place 
would  require  too  much  work,"  recalled 
Maravilla, 

But  they  kept  coming  back  tocheck  out 
the  storefront,  which  had  been  vacant  for 
nine  years,  and  decided  —  a  lot  of  work 
or  not — it  was  the  perfect  place  for  a  mid- 
size grocery  store. 

The  name  "Mikeylom"  came  from  the 
couple's  godson.  Baxter  Sobon,  who 
couldn't  tell  the  two  men  apart  when  he 


was  2  years  old  so  he  called  them  both 
■"Mikey-Tom."  Now  the  boy  is  8  and  quite 
proud  of  the  fact  thai  he  named  the  pop- 
ular  grocery  store. 

Since  Mikeytom  Market  opened  2'/^ 
years  ago,  business  has  been  good. 

"We're  quite  lucky.  This  is  the  right 
space  for  a  business  like  this.  It's  the  per- 
fect size.  It's  on  the  comer,  and  it's  so 
inviting  because  of  the  high  ceilings,  the 
skylights,  and  the  colors."  said  Maravilla. 
"And  it's  such  a  wonderful  neighbor- 
hood. People  are  so  friendly  and  are  loyal 
customers.  The  employees  always  com- 
ment on  how  much  friendlier  people  are 
here  than  in  other  places." 

A  lot  of  folks  have  fun  with  the  name. 
"Mikeytom  is  pronounced  just  like  a  kid 
would  say  'Mikey'and  'Tom.' but  people 
say  it  all  kinds  of  ways."  said  Meischke. 
"One  of  our  customers  said  a  friend  told 
her  she'd  finally  been  to  'Monkey  Town 
Market. '  That's  our  favorite.  We  loved  it." 

Though  the  couple  are  generally  pretty 
casual.  Maravilla  and  Meischke  dressed 
in  style  for  the  March  25  ceremony  and 
rented  a  black  stretch  limousine.  "I  had 
planned  to  wear  khakis,  but  when  the  staff 
found  out  we'd  been  chosen  to  be  in  the 
first  group  married  up  on  the  stage,"  said 
Meischke.  "they  made  us  go  out  and  rent 


tuxedos." 

"We  wore  tuxedos  and  boutonni^res 
with  rosebuds,  and  rainbow  ribbons  made 
by  our  staff."  added  Maravilla. 

"Our  staff  [specifically  Michael  King. 
Lisa  Calderone.  and  Peter  Gentile]  were 
our  bridesmaids,  flower  girl,  and  ring 
bearer."  said  Meischke.  "They  really 
whooped  it  up  in  the  audience." 

After  making  their  vows  and  posing  for 
pictures,  "we  came  home,  changed,  and 
went  right  back  to  work."  he  said. 

But  the  couple  hope  to  have  a  honey- 
moon someday. 

"We'll  go  to  Hawaii  for  our  honey- 
moon," said  Maravilla.  "//Hawaii  legal- 
izes same-sex  marriages." 

(Hawaii's  Supreme  Court  is  currently 
debating  whether  to  allow  same-sex  mar- 
riages. Meanwhile,  California  and  1 5  oth- 
er states  are  considering  bills  that  would 
reject  legalization  of  gay  marriage.) 

Bouquets  Tossed  *Round  the  World 

Deborah  Oakley-Melvm  and  Denise 
Ratliff.  who  have  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for 
five  years,  the  last  three  on  Duncan  Street, 
echo  many  of  the  same  sentiments  as 
Maravilla  and  Meischke. 

Continued  Next  Page 


Those  Orange  Signs  Sell. 


1929  Market  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94103 

415/863-7502  FAX  415/863-0407 


Why  Working  with 
Hartford  Properties 
Makes  Sense: 

Hartford  Properties  provides  personal 
attention,  counseling  &  extensive  services 

■  Thirty-five  full-time,  seasoned 
professionals 

■  High  volume,  high  visibility — 
"Those  Orange  Signs  Sell" 

■  Locally  owned.  Respected  for 
experience  and  integrity  since  1972 

■  Conveniently  located  office  with 
free  cHent  parking 

■  Well  managed,  well  organized, 
well  informed 

■  Mortgage  broker  services  available 

■  Prepaid  legal  plan  available 

■  We  advertise  our  listings  on  the 
World  Wide  Web 

The  majority  of  Hartford's  buyers  and 
sellers  come  hack  to  Hartford  when  they 
are  ready  to  sell  or  buy  another  property. 
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Come  visit  us 
at 

1420  Castro  Street 
between  Jersey  &  25lh 

Professional  Cleaners 
3  HOUR  SERVICE 
We  operate  our  own  plant 

VERY  CONVENIENT 
LOCATION 


Monday-Friday.  7:30-6:30 
Sat  8:30-6:00 
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After  the  ceremony,  newlyweds  Denise  Ratliff  and  Deborah  Oakley-Melvin  celebrated  with  a  champagne  brunch  at  the  Palace  Hotel,  then  re- 
turned home  to  share  the  news  with  their  shelcie  Meggie.  Photo  by  Bever/y  Tharp 


Continued  from  Previous  Page 

"Deborah  and  I  thought  the  ceremony 
would  be  an  imporlani  poHtical  event  — 
that  it  would  be  a  part  of  history,"  said 
Ratliff.  42. 

"Willie  chose  six  couples  [to  be  mar- 
ried first],  and  Carole  chose  six.  We  were 
one  of  Carole's  six,"  she  noted.  "How- 
ever, it  became  not  just  a  political  state- 
ment, but  a  personal  statement.  It  was 
very  moving." 

Oakley-Melvin,  also  42.  said  she  was 
touched  deeply.  "1  cried."  she  said.  "To 
make  a  public  affirmation  of  our  love  was 
a  real  step.  It  states  to  the  world  and  the 
IRS  that  we  are  willing  to  take  responsi- 
bility for  each  other  on  every  level." 

The  two  women  have  been  together  for 
9'/2  years,  and  had  previously  made  a 
lifetime  commitment  in  a  small,  sponta- 
neous ritual  with  a  group  of  friends.  "But 
this  was  different."  said  Ratliff.  "It  was  a 
real  emotional  apex." 

hi  honor  of  the  occasion.  "Deborah  wore 
a  white  silk  pantsuit.  and  I  wore  a  gray 
Halston  jacket  and  navy  slacks."  she  said. 

"When  Mayor  Brown  said.  'By  the  au- 
thority invested  in  me  by  the  City  of  San 
Francisco.  I  now  pronounce  you  domes- 
tic parmers,'  everyone  kissed,  the  place 
went  wild,  and  we  all  turned  and  threw 
our  bouquets  into  the  audience." 

After  the  ceremony,  the  newlyweds 
went  to  the  Palace  Hotel  for  lunch,  where 
the  maitre  d'  offered  them  free  cham- 
pagne and  cake  when  he  saw  they  were 
wearing  wedding  corsages. 

"We  were  touched  by  that.  Here  we 
were  in  the  Palace  Hotel,  the  bastion  of 
conservative  San  Francisco,  and  we  were 
treated  to  free  cake  and  champagne  in  cel- 
ebration of  our  wedding."  said  Ratliff. 

Over  the  next  week,  the  couple's  faces 
appeared  on  all  the  local  news  stations,  on 
Dateline  and  Jim  Lehrer's  NewsHour, 
and  on  repeated  commercial  teases  for 
NBC's  weekly  highlights  show.  News  of 


the  event  even  reached  the  Vatican.  "The 
pope  spent  several  minutes  of  his  weekly 
address  denouncing  what  had  happened 
in  San  Francisco,"  said  Ratliff. 

Ratliff  and  Oakley-Melvin  met  20 
years  ago  in  Oahu,  Hawaii,  where  both 
women  worked  as  waitresses.  They  had 
attended  the  same  large  high  school  in 
Oahu.  but  didn't  know  each  other  until  a 
few  years  after  graduating. 

They  had  a  brief  relationship  after  they 
met.  but  it  didn't  work  out.  "Wrong  time, 
wrong  place,"  said  Ratliff.  But  the  two 
kept  in  touch,  and  when  Oakley-Melvin 
came  home  from  living  in  Germany  to  at- 
tend her  sister's  wedding  almost  10  years 
ago,  they  got  together  at  Ratliff 's  home. 

"She  came  over  for  dinner,  and  never 
left.  And  I '  ve  been  happy  ever  since,"  said 
Ratliff.  "I  guess  I'm  a  good  cook!" 

Not  long  afterward,  the  two  decided 
they  were  serious  about  being  partners,  so 
they  hammered  out  a  verbal  agreement 
dealing  with  many  aspects  of  their  life  to- 
gether. "Being  lesbians,  we  talk  every- 
thing through,"  said  Ratliff.  "We've 
processed  absolutely  everything." 

Like  Maravilla  and  Meischke,  the  two 
are  still  very  much  in  love.  "I'm  fasci- 
nated by  the  way  her  mind  works,"  said 


Oakley-Melvin.  "We're  totally  different, 
and  I  think  we  balance  each  other. 

"I  admire  her  steadiness  and  her  kind- 
ness. She  has  a  strong  sense  of  right  and 
wrong,  sometimes  sees  things  in  black 
and  white.  I'm  a  peacemaker.  I'm  into 
compromise.  She  always  knows  exactly 
what  she  wants,  and  can  concentrate  on  it 
well.  I'm  interested  in  everything  and 
everybody  and  overcommit  myself  in 
every  possible  way.  I  like  to  travel.  She 
likes  to  stay  home.  I  like  history.  She  likes 
things  that  are  modem. 

"But  in  the  most  important  things,  we 
have  everything  in  common.  For  in- 
stance, neither  of  us  seems  to  care  too 
much  about  money.  We're  not  pursuing 
the  almighty  buck.  We're  more  interested 
in  the  quality  of  life  issues  for  ourselves 
and  others."  said  Oakley-Melvin. 

Ratliff  and  Oakley-Melvin  also  agree 
on  Noe  Valley  as  the  best  place  to  estab- 
lish a  home  and  business.  They  came  to 
the  city  in  1 990  without  any  job  prospects 
or  close  friends. 

"We  just  packed  our  bags  and  shipped 
our  cats  and  fumiture  over."  said  Ratliff. 
"We  knew  San  Francisco  was  a  progres- 
sive, beautiful  city.  And  I  wouldn't  in  my 
wildest  dreams  think  of  living  anywhere 
else." 


After  a  year  or  so,  however,  both  wom- 
en had  come  up  with  a  complaint:  there 
was  no  quality  lesbian  newspaper.  "We 
found  it  remarkable."  said  Ratliff.  "The 
boy  [gayl  papers  totally  ignored  women's 
news  and  issues.  We  got  sick  of  it." 

Oakley-Melvin  said  she  had  seen  some 
good  lesbian  publications  based  in  San 
Francisco  in  the  '70s,  but  they  had  long 
since  shut  down.  "There  had  been  a  long 
dry  spell."  she  said. 

The  two  decided  to  do  something  about 
it.  "We  were  sitting  around  complaining 
one  night  when  it  dawned  on  me  and  I 
said.  'Wait  a  minute.  I'm  an  art  director, 
and  you're  a  writer.  Let's  start  our  own 
paper!"'  said  Ratliff. 

That  was  in  September  of  1993.  Three 
weeks  later,  the  first  issue  of  DykespeakI 
Icon  hit  the  stands.  It  ran  3.000  copies  of 
12  black  and  white  pages. 

Within  the  past  year.  DykespeakI  Icon 
has  been  as  large  as  48  full-color  pages 
and  30.000  copies.  In  any  given  issue, 
there  are  usually  12  contributors,  occa- 
sionally such  authors  as  Del  Martin  and 
Phyllis  Lyon.  Noe  Valley  residents  who 
30  years  ago  wrote  the  classic  Lesbian/ 
Woman. 

Dykespeakllcon  is  not  much  of  a  mon- 
eymaker, said  Ratliff.  who  holds  down 
the  fort  at  their  home  office  while  Oak- 
ley-Melvin works  days  at  a  landscape  de- 
sign firm.  But  they've  both  been  very  sat- 
isfied to  watch  it  grow  in  size,  quality,  and 
popularity.  "We  do  it  more  for  the  com- 
munity." said  Ratliff.  The  paper  can  be 
found  in  many  stores  and  restaurants 
along  24th  Street,  including  Cover  to 
Cover  and  La  Casona  Taqueria. 

As  for  their  honeymoon  plans.  Oakley- 
Melvin  and  Ratliff  are  currently  too 
swamped  to  take  off.  "We're  both  gradu- 
ate students,  we  both  have  jobs,  we  both 
do  the  paper,  and  we're  working  on  the 
pride  parade  in  June,"  said  Ratliff.  "After 
that's  over,  we  might  take  a  weekend  and 
go  up  to  Stinson  and  hang  out  on  the 
beach  with  our  dog.  Meggie." 

Speaking  of  the  annual  gay  pride  pa- 
rade. Oakley-Melvin,  who  happens  to  be 
president  of  this  year's  two-day  celebra- 
tion, June  29-30.  confirmed  that  "we're 
having  a  Pride  Fair  on  Saturday,  which 
will  be  focusing  on  families  and  kids  and 
where  we'll  be  performing  actual  mar- 
riage ceremonies,  the  same  kind  of  thing 
held  at  City  Hall." 

All  those  who'd  like  to  be  officially 
manied  in  San  Francisco  should  come 
down  to  Justin  Herman  Plaza  Jime  29 — 
especially  if  you  caught  a  bouquet.  □ 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1Q85 

"NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 
#526359  553-3838 


Show  Mom 
You  Care 


For  Mother's  Day,  May  12 
Send  the  FTD® 
Loving  Thoughts  Bouquet 


She's  the  first  one  you  gave 
flowers  to.  Remember  how 
she  smiled? 


FLOWERS 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (BETWEEN  CASTRO  &  NOE) 
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METAL  FRAME  SALE  •  METAL  FRAME  SALE  •  METAL  FRAME  SALE 


FOR  ALL  YOUR 
FRAMING  NEEDS 


Custom  Framing 

Ready  Made  Wood  Frames 

Instant  Framing 


Do  It  Yourself  Framing 
Wholesale  Metal  Frames 
Fine  Quality  Artwork 


PACKAGE  DEAL  SALE 

COLORS: 
Anodic.  Black,  Matt  Black.  Contrast  Gray, 
Champagne,  Gold,  Frosted  Gold,  Silver,  Frosted 
Silver,  White  and  Pewter 
INCLUDES:  Frames,  Glass,  Mount  Labor, 
Backing,  Wire  and  Hooks 
-FREE  CUSTOM  LABOR- 


•FREE  LABOR  ON 
CUSTOM  ORDERS 


934  Valencia  St  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(Between  20th  &  21st) 
OPEN:  Tues. -Thursday  1 1 :00am  -  7:00  pm 
Friday  -  Saturday  10:00  am  -  6:00pm 
PHONE  (415)  826-2321 


1722  Polk  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA 

(Between  Clay  &  Washington) 
OPEN:  Tues. -Thursday  12:00am  -  7:30  pm 
Friday  -  Saturday  10:00  am  -  6:00pm 
PHONE  (415)  885-1376 


SIZE 


PRICE 


14  X  18  29.99 

16x20  M.99 

18x24  39.99 

22  X  28  47.00 

24  X  30    49.99 

24  X  36  59.99 

30  X  40    69.99 

36  X  48    89.99 


Expires  May  31,1996 


Rudy  Paul  Jewelers 

FINE   JEWELRY    AND  WATCHES 

Full  Service  Repair  Department  •  37  Years  Experience 
3915C  24TH  STREET     415  641-4720 


Cindy  Pis^a  648-5161 

The  ^pecialLit  in  healthy  handd  and  feet. 

Come  in  and  enjoy  a  relaxing,  soothing  and 
healing  manicure  or  pedicure.  Consultations 
on  hand  and  toot  care  are  complementary. 

1401  Castro  Street  (at  Jersey) 
in  MyUne',1  Salon 


Everything  You 
Is  Inside 

And  a  Phoenix  Rising  Yoga  Therapy 
session  will  guide  you  there.  Based 
on  the  belief  that  wellness  takes 
place  from  the  inside  out.  a  session 
combines  classical  yoga  postures 
with  elements  of  contemporary 
psychology,  emphasizing  listening 
and  responding  to  the  messages  of 
your  body  Perhaps  in  your  PRYT 

Ctsll  for  more  information  or 
to  schedule  an  appointment: 

RONA  EDMUNDS  (415)  487-0398 
DINA  AMSTERDAM    (415)  647-2339 


Need  To  Know 
Of  You. 

session  you'll  discover  how  to 
relieve  your  chronic  aches  and  pains 
or  allow  deep  relaxation  to  occur 
in  your  body  and  mind  With  the 
increased  self-awareness  that  comes 
from  PRYT.  your  ability  to  care 
more  fully  for  your  health  and  well- 
being  will  develop.  Life  can  be  lived 
with  less  stress  and  greater  ease. 


PHOENIX  RfSINC 


Noe  Valley's  Favorite  Japanese  Restaurant    Since  1975 
OLDEST  SUSHI  BAR  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Matsuya 


Serving  Sushi,  Teriyaki,  Donburi  Casserole,  Japanese  Beer  &  Wine 


(  HI  I  'S  (  HOICF.  1)1  SUSHI 


Open  4-11  Monday-Saturday 

3856  24th  Street  (between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg)    282-7989  ^ 


Announcinq  a  new 
World  (lass  Color  Salon! 


WORLD 

CLASS" 
COLOR 
SALON 


1996  Award 
by  rOreai 


Benefit  from  state-of  the  art  tidircoior  teclinoloqy  for  breathtaking 
color  with  maximum  conditioning! 
"We  bring  out  the  best  in  you." 

GIFT  CERTIFICATES  AVAILABLE 

]836  M  Street  SF9M1/1  6M  89/,8 
626  Cortland  Ave.  SF9/illO    6^1  1692 


Jerusalem 

SHOPPE 


Jerusalem  Shoppe 


tJL  -  -  - 


^{fis  a/id 
am/ eoer^ 


313  Noe  Street 
(at  Market,  1  door  South) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)  626-7906 
Open  Daily,  Including  evenings 
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Will  the  Old 
President 
Please 
Step  Down? 

Dispute  Over  Leadership  of 
Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

By  Kathy  Dalie-Molle 

The  41/3-year-old  Noe  Valley  Demo- 
cratic Club  elected  officers  Feb.  2 1  — for 
the  first  time  in  its  history.  Meeting  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  the  ciub  chose  Noe 
Valley  resident  Dave  Monks  as  president. 
Kate  Black  as  vice  president.  Mark  Free- 
land  as  secretary,  and  Diane  Sidd-Cham- 
pion  as  treasurer. 

Big  deal,  you  say.  Well,  considering  the 
politicking  that  was  necessary  in  order  to 
pull  it  off.  the  election  was  a  big  deal.  An 
ordeal,  in  fact. 

According  to  the  members,  the  club's 
normal  political  agenda  has  been  ham- 
pered over  the  past  four  months  by 
founder  Rick  Hauptman's  refusal  to  step 
down  as  president.  They  also  say  the 
club's  reputation  has  been  tarnished  by 
Hauptman's  unwillingness  to  turn  over 
critical  club  documents. 

Although  the  new  slate  of  officers  was 
affirmed  March  20  by  the  San  Francisco 
Democratic  County  Central  Committee 
— which  charters  alt  Democratic  clubs  in 
the  city  and  approves  all  changes  in  club 
officers — Hauptman,  who  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club  since  its  founding  in  1 99 1 .  has  con- 
tinued to  portray  himself  as  leader  of  the 
organization. 

During  three  conversations  with  the 
Voice  in  March.  Hauptman  declared  he 
was  the  president. 

"I  am  president  of  the  Noe  Valley  Dem- 
ocratic Club,"  he  responded  to  an  inquiry 
on  March  4.  "I  was  reelected  at  our  reg- 
ular meeting  on  Wednesday.  Feb.  21.... 
You're  talking  probably  about  a  break- 
away group  that  is  starting  their  own 
club....  1  am  still  'Mr.  President."' 

Despite  this  assertion.  Hauptman.  who 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Democratic 


May  returns  each  year 
To  remind  and  reaffirm 
Life's  choices. 
Could  this  be  any  better? 

The  pungent  air  inside 
Exhilarates 

Lilac  peonies  honeysuckle 
A  bride  lingers 
Tempting  tufts  of  UiUe 
And  soft  petals. 

In  a  peaceful  moment 

A  Mother's  thoughts  drift. 

Remember  Sunday,  May  12 

We  have  it  all 
And  we  deliver. 

Indigo  V. 

1352  Castro  647-2116 


Members  of  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  met  to  discuss  the  organization's  future  under 
new  leadership.  Shown  from  left  are  Brian  Cheu,  Democratic  County  Central  Committee 
member  Dave  Monks,  president;  Mark  Freeland.  secretary;  and  Kate  Black,  vice  president- 
Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


Central  Committee  before  he  lost  his  re- 
election bid  on  March  26.  voiced  no  ob- 
jections at  the  Central  Committee's  March 
20  meeting,  where  the  San  Francisco  Dem- 
ocratic Party  established  once  and  for  all 
the  rightful  owners  of  the  name  Noe  Val- 
ley Democratic  Club. 

As  the  committee  chair  announced  the 
club's  new  president  and  Dave  Monks 
stood  and  introduced  himself,  Hauptman 
sat  silently  and  perused  the  papers  on  his 
desk. 

Although  Hauptman  did  not  return 
calls  from  the  Voice  in  April,  according  to 
several  neighborhood  residents,  he  was 
still  saying  he  was  head  of  the  club  last 
month.  He  also  typed  the  words  "Presi- 
dent, Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club"  be- 
neath his  name  on  an  Internet  newsgroup 
message  he  f>osted  April  15,  1996. 

False  Endorsements  in  Bay  Guardian 

In  addition  to  portraying  himself  as 
president,  Hauptman  circulated  false  en- 
dorsements of  candidates  running  in  the 
March  26  primary  election. 

"We  heard  from  people  running  for  the 
Democratic  Central  Committee  who 
were  told  by  Rick  that  they  had  been  en- 
dorsed by  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic 
Club,  when  we  hadn't  endorsed  them," 
said  Monks,  who  is  more  and  more  dis- 
mayed the  longer  Hauptman  carries  on 
the  charade. 

"John  Burton's  campaign  had  been  told 
the  club  was  endorsing  Burton  when  we 
did  not  make  an  endorsement  in  the  Bur- 
ton-Alioto  race.  The  Noe  Valley  Demo- 
cratic Club  was  even  listed  as  one  of  Bur- 
ton's endorsers  on  his  flyers." 

Monks  added.  "I  left  a  message  on 
Rick's  voicemail  asking  that  he  please  re- 
frain from  making  these  false  endorse- 
ments and  said  he  could  call  me  if  he  had 
any  questions,  but  I  never  heard  from  him." 

San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian  editorial 
coordinator  Leslie  Lowell,  who  compiled 
citywide  endorsements  for  the  paper's 
preelection  issue,  inadvertently  printed 
Hauptman's.  and  not  the  club's,  picks. 

"Rick  Hauptman  was  on  the  paper's 
list  as  the  contact  for  the  Noe  Valley  De- 
mocratic Club,"  she  explained.  "When  I 
called  him,  he  made  no  mention  whatso- 
ever of  a  change  in  officers.  He  wanted  to 
tell  me  the  endorsements  over  the  phone, 
but  I  told  him  it  had  to  be  on  the  club  let- 
terhead so  that  it  was  official.  Later  that 
day.  he  faxed  a  copy  of  the  list  of  en- 
dorsements on  letterhead." 

Just  in  case  the  club  had  split  Into  two 
groups,  prior  lo  the  primary  election  the 
Voice  asked  Hauptman  if  he  had  started  a 
second  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club.  He 
said  no,  there  was  only  the  original  club, 
and  that  he  was  running  it. 

But  according  to  Michael  Bomslein. 
executive  director  of  the  San  Francisco 
Democratic  Party.  "There  cannot  be  two 
Democratic  clubs  with  the  same  name. 


TTiere  is  only  one  Noe  Valley  Democra- 
tic Club,  and  Dave  Monks  is  the  president." 

Bomstein  did  note,  however,  that  an- 
other Democratic  club  could  be  formed 
within  the  same  neighborhood  boundaries 
as  the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club,  but 
to  date  no  such  club  has  filed  a  charter  ap- 
plication with  the  Central  Committee. 

Members  Still  Mopping  Up 

"It's  been  a  difficult  transition."  said 
Monks,  a  six-year  resident  of  Dolores 
Street  who  works  as  an  attorney  with  the 
San  Francisco  Sheriff's  Department. 

"We've  just  been  trying  to  set  the 
record  straight  that  we  are  under  new 
leadership,  but  Rick  is  still  representing 
himself  as  president  of  the  club.  We're 
trying  our  best  to  reestablish  credibility 
with  the  Central  Committee  and  the 
neighborhood." 

In  early  April,  Monks  sent  letters  to  the 
city's  32  Democratic  clubs,  as  well  as  to 
the  mayor.  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
other  city  officials,  informing  them  of  the 
change  in  leadership. 

At  their  April  10  meeting,  club  mem- 
bers expressed  fmstration  over  the  fact 
that  they'd  been  unable  to  obtain  records 
from  Hauptman.  Although  the  Central 
Committee  provided  a  40-member  list 
that  Hauptman  had  turned  in  with  the 
club's  1995  rechartering  application,  the 
list  is  incomplete. 

"The  list  is  missing  lots  of  potential 
members  and  contacts  we  invite  to  our 
major  events."  Monks  said.  "I  helped  do 
mailings  when  Rick  had  mayoral  forums 
and  other  panels,  and  we  sent  out  dozens 
of  postcards." 

At  press  time,  Hauptman  had  yet  to  re- 
spond lo  a  March  30  letter  from  club 
treasurer  Diane  Sidd-Champion.  request- 
ing all  of  the  club's  membership  and  fi- 
nancial records. 

"Our  dues  l$20  a  year]  run  January 
through  December,"  said  Monks,  "and  we 
have  no  record  of  who  has  paid  and  who 
hasn't.  Members  could  have  sent  checks 
to  Rick  in  December,  January,  and  Feb- 
ruary, and  we  don't  have  a  record  of  it." 

Monks  also  noted  that  because  club  of- 
ficers did  not  have  access  to  the  bank  ac- 
count, they  were  unable  to  issue  a  slate 
card  for  the  March  26  election. 

"We  couldn't  take  in  checks  from  the 
candidates  we  endorsed  without  a  bank 
account,  nor  were  we  aware  of  the  tax 
identification  number,  which  is  required 
for  this  kind  of  mailing."  said  Monks.  (In 
early  April,  however.  Sidd-Champion 
opened  a  new  bank  account  and  acquired 
a  new  ID  number  on  behalf  of  the  club.) 

*ll  Was  His  Baby' 

Several  club  members  told  the  Voice 
that  they  were  not  surprised  at  Haupt- 
man's unwillingness  to  turn  over  the  reins 
of  the  club.  It  was  his  very  refusal  to  share 
power  that  led  to  their  desire  for  a  change. 


they  said. 

"He  always  kept  everything  to  him- 
self." said  one  longtime  member.  "He 
would  not  make  the  club  bylaws  avail- 
able. We'd  never  had  an  election  of  offi- 
cers, even  though  the  club  bylaws  require 
that  an  election  be  held  every  January." 

"We  wanted  a  more  open  process." 
noted  Vicksburg  Street  resident  Barbara 
Slotnik,  who  joined  the  club  in  1992. 

For  almost  a  year  prior  to  the  Feb.  21 
election  of  officers,  according  to  Monks, 
a  group  of  about  a  dozen  core  members 
began  pushing  for  more  accountability 
from  Hauptman. 

*There  had  been  a  very  loose  follow- 
ing of  the  bylaws,"  explained  Monks. 
"We'd  ask  what  about  the  treasurer's  re- 
port, and  Rick  would  be  eva.sive.  He'd 
never  give  us  a  straight  answer  Instead, 
he'd  divert  the  discussion.  I  don't  recall 
ever  having  a  treasurer's  report  at  a  meet- 
ing in  the  three  years  I  was  a  member. 
Things  were  always  done  on  Rick  "s  terms." 

According  to  Melanie  Norden.  who 
was  appointed  vice  president  by  Haupt- 
man in  1 992  but  who  remains  active  in  the 
club,  she  and  Hauptman  were  the  only  of- 
ficers, and  only  Hauptman  had  access  to 
the  membership  roster  and  financial  in- 
formation. 

"It  was  his  baby."  said  Norden.  adding. 
"This  whole  thing  is  really  sad.  He  just 
can't  let  it  go." 

For  the  record.  Naomi  Nishioka,  of  the 
Registrar  of  Voters,  said  the  club  failed  to 
file  the  required  financial  statements  for 
1994  and  1995.  The  last  financial  state- 
ment on  file  was  for  the  period  ended 
Dec.  31.  1993.  and  is  signed  by  Rick 
Hauptman.  treasurer  He  is  also  listed  as 
treasurer  on  records  on  file  with  the  Cal- 
ifornia secretary  of  state. 

Bickering  Started  in  January 

The  dissension  among  Hauptman  and 
current  club  members  dates  back  to  a  late 
January  meeting,  during  which  members 
were  interviewing  candidates  asking  for 
the  club's  endorsement  in  the  March  26 
primary.  "Several  members  were  criticiz- 
ing Rick  for  not  holding  an  election  of  of- 
ficers." recalled  member  Marjorie  Stem, 
who  has  lived  in  Noe  Valley  since  1969. 

"A  couple  of  people  were  really  being 
tough  on  Rick,  and  the  timing  of  this  was 
not  appropriate.  In  between  interviewing 

Continued  Next  Pa^e 


Susan   Sells   Noe  Valley! 


M.  Susan  Hughes 

Real  tst^te  Broker 

415-824-1533 

direct  line 
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voice  mail  pager 


MASON  McDUFFIE 
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Democratic 
Club  Has  a 
Shadow 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

candidates,  there  were  sharp  arguments. 
Rick  wouldn't  lake  the  check  of  one 
woman  who  wanted  to  pay  her  dues." 

Stem  added,  "People  in  the  club  aren't 
necessarily  close  friends.  We're  orga- 
nized around  a  task  and  an  ideal,  and  I 
didn't  like  it  that  the  meeting  got  so  per- 
sonal. Rick  was  being  nice  to  the  candi- 
dates, but  he  was  beleaguered  by  people 
criticizing  him.  I  consider  Rick  a  good 
leader,  but  not  thai  day.  He  was  besieged 
by  people  criticizing  him,  and  it  was  em- 
barrassing to  have  the  arguing  and  bick- 
ering in  front  of  the  candidates." 

At  the  end  of  the  meeting.  Stem,  a  re- 
tired teacher's  union  official  who  is  fa- 
miliar with  pariiamentary  procedure,  vol- 
unteered to  organize  a  proper  election. 

"We  al!  wanted  to  continue  the  club, 
with  or  without  Rick."  she  said,  "but  with 
him  would  have  been  fme  in  my  opinion 
and  lots  of  other  people  there,  too." 

"We  wanted  Rick  to  share  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  club."  said  another  mem- 
ber. "It  was  just  too  much  work  for  one 
person." 

Stem  formed  a  three-member  subcom- 
mittee, which  was  given  the  task  of  en- 
suring that  the  election  of  officers  be  held 
in  accordance  with  the  bylaws,  "We 
needed  all  members  to  be  informed  of  the 
election,"  she  explained,  "and  we  had  to 
make  sure  that  everyone  who  voted  was 
a  paid  member.  They  had  to  show  evi- 
dence of  membership  at  the  door." 

Ironically,  while  preparing  for  the  of- 
ficers election.  Stem  leamed,  "Even  I 


hadn't  paid  my  dues  for  the  year.  I  went 
through  my  checkbook  and  found  that  I 
hadn  "t  paid  dues  for  the  previous  year.  No 
one  had  ever  billed  me." 

Although  the  election  subcommittee 
sent  Hauptman  a  certified  letter,  asking 
him  to  turn  over  the  membership  list. 
Hauptman  would  not  relinquish  the  rec- 
ords. Club  vice  president  Melanie  Norden 
then  contacted  the  Democratic  Party  of- 
fices downtown  and  obtained  the  list  of 
40  members  that  Hauptman  had  submit- 
ted to  the  Central  Committee  in  1995. 

Dueling  Meetings 

At  the  end  of  January.  Hauptman 
phoned  Karen  Heather,  administrative  di- 
rector of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  and 
canceled  the  space  he  had  previously 
booked  for  the  Feb.  21  general  meeting. 
He  also  called  the  Voice  as  we  were  go- 
ing to  press  with  our  Febmary  issue  and 
requested  that  we  remove  our  calendar 
announcement  and  short  story  on  the 
event.  Hauptman  told  Voice  editor  Sally 
Smith  that  the  Feb.  21  meeting  had  been 
cancelled,  but  gave  no  further  explanation. 

Not  knowing  the  meeting  was  still  on. 
Smith  complied. 

Then,  a  day  before  the  event,  which 
was  to  include  candidate  endorsements  as 
well  as  club  elections.  Dave  Monks  re- 
ceived a  confusing  call  from  municipal 
judge  candidate  Ron  Albers'  campaign, 
asking  if  the  meeting  was  at  the  Noe  Val- 
ley Ministry  or  the  United  Educators  of 
San  Francisco  office  at  655  I4ih  Si. 

"We  leamed  then  that  Rick  had  been 
telling  some  candidates  that  the  meeting 
location  had  been  changed  to  the  United 
Educators  office,"  said  Monks.  "The  sit- 
uation became  particularly  confusing  be- 
cause the  Golden  Gate  Democratic  League 
was  holding  a  legitimate  meeting  there, 
at  which  candidates  were  speaking  and 
the  club  was  making  its  own  endorsements." 

Prior  to  the  7:45  p.m.  start  of  the  Noe 
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[^Reliable  &  Easy-to-l)se         0Fully  Supervised 
0Quick,  Clean  Installation      IZState-of-the-art  Technology 
^Insurance  Discounts  0No  Holes  or  Unsightly  Wiring 

0Perfect  for  Condos,  Apartments,  and  Single  Family  Homes 

For  as  litUe  as  $389.95*  you  can  have  a  complete,  modem  security  system  in- 
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Valley  Democratic  Club's  meeting  at  the 
Ministry  —  which  had  been  rescheduled 
by  the  club  and  was  eventually  pre.sided 
over  by  Vice  President  Melanie  Norden, 
since  Hauptman  was  a  no-show — Monks. 
Sidd-Champion.  and  a  few  other  mem- 
bers dropped  by  the  United  Educators  of- 
fice. "We  told  the  Golden  Gale  officers  if 
people  from  Noe  Valley  came,  please 
send  them  to  the  Ministry,"  said  Monks. 
"Some  of  the  municipal  judge  candidates 
and  Democratic  Central  Committee  can- 
didates also  went  to  the  United  Educators 
location  looking  for  the  Noe  Valley  club 
and  were  told  by  the  Golden  Gate  group 
that  they  should  go  to  the  Ministry." 

A  representative  from  the  Golden  Gate 
Democratic  League  confirmed  Monks' 
story.  "No  elections  or  endorsements  for 
the  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  were 
conducted  on  Feb.  21  at  the  United  Edu- 
cators office,"  the  source  said.  "Eight  to 
10  members  of  the  Noe  Valley  club 
showed  up  for  1 5  or  20  minutes,  but  they 
were  guests  of  our  club  and  were  all 
aware  of  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  meet- 
ing. Rick  Hauptman  also  showed  up." 

Meanwhile,  back  at  the  Ministry,  the 
"real"  meeting,  with  1 8  club  members  in 
attendance,  was  endorsing  six  candidates 
and  the  ballpark  initiative,  and  electing  a 
new  slate  of  otTicers. 

"The  strange  thing  about  all  of  this  is 
that  most  members  of  the  club  probably 
would  have  voted  to  reelect  Rick  presi- 
dent if  he  had  shown  up  at  our  meeting  on 
February  21,"  Monks  said  afterwards. 
"But  we  also  wanted  to  elect  a  vice  pres- 
ident, a  secretary,  and  a  treasurer  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  bylaws." 

When  the  Voice  questioned  Hauptman 
in  March,  he  reiterated  that  no  club  meet- 
ing had  taken  place  at  the  Ministry,  and 
that  the  meeting  had  been  held  at  the 
United  Educators  office  because  the  Min- 
istry was  unavailable.  "Fifty-seven  peo- 
ple voted  for  me  at  the  club  meeting, 
which  was  held  at  the  United  Educators 
office  at  655  14th  Street."  he  said. 

Hauptman  added  that  Lorraine  Ram- 
irez had  been  elected  vice  president  and 
Maxine  Yee  secretary /treasurer. 

However.  Yee  told  the  Voice  she  was 
not  at  a  meeting  for  the  club  on  Feb.  21 
and  was  not  elected  secretary/treasurer. 
"At  one  time.  I  had  helped  out  with  the 
club,  but  I  am  not  affiliated  with  the  club 
any  longer."  she  responded. 

Ramirez  said  she  received  a  call  from 
Hauptman  inviting  her  to  the  Feb.  21 
meeting,  but  couldn't  make  it.  Following 
the  meeting.  Hauptman  called  her  again 
to  say  she  had  been  elected  vice  president. 
"I  declined."  said  Ramirez,  who  worked 
with  Hauptman  on  the  No  on  O  (Cesar 
Chavez  Street)  campaign.  Although  she 
has  attended  a  few  meetings  of  the  club, 
she  is  not  a  dues-paying  member,  she  said. 

Interestingly  enough,  Hauptman,  who 
lives  on  Noe  Street,  does  hold  at  least  one 
public  office:  he  is  president  of  the  Relo- 
cation Appeals  Board,  which  is  charged 
with  hearing  complaints  from  public 
housing  tenants  who  contest  relocations. 
He  was  appointed  commissioner  by  Art 
Agnos,  then  reappointed  by  Frank  Jordan. 
Renewal  of  his  appointment  has  not  yet 
come  up  under  Mayor  Willie  Brown. 

Putting  the  Past  Behind  Them 

As  for  the  future  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Democratic  Club,  "I  just  hope  Rick  stops 
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doing  what  he's  been  doing."  Monks  said. 
"He  did  a  good  job  in  getting  the  club  up 
and  running,  organizing  mayoral  forums, 
and  putting  the  group  on  the  map  in  Noe 
Valley,  but  members  want  to  take  the  club 
in  a  different  direction.  We  want  to  bring 
more  people  into  the  club  and  have  more 
involvement  from  the  members. 

"In  past  years.  I  feel  that  our  internal 
politics  pushed  people  away."  added 
Monks.  "We  didn't  hold  regular  meet- 
ings, and  we  didn't  consistently  publicize 
our  meetings.  Now  we  have  meetings 
scheduled  for  the  second  Wednesday  of 
every  month  at  7:30  p.m." 

Monks  noted  that  the  club  has  been 
meeting  in  members'  homes  because  they 
are  still  in  search  of  a  permanent  meeting 
place  in  the  neighborhood. 

"This  was  the  Rick  Hauptman  Club." 
one  member  said  at  the  April  10  meeting, 
"and  now  it's  beginning  to  feel  like  the 
Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club.  It's  almost 
like  we're  starting  a  new  club." 

"The  club  is  definitely  heading  toward 
a  more  democratic  process."  agreed  Bar- 
bara Slotnik.  "We're  really  trying  to  go 
forward,  but  it 's  a  learning  process.  No  one 
has  the  activism  Rick  had.  We're  learning 
and  establishing  contacts  as  we  go  along." 

Clinton/Gore  in  *96 

Over  the  next  few  months,  the  group  will 
focus  on  making  the  club  more  visible. 

"We're  hoping  to  have  Susan  Leal  ad- 
dress the  club  in  June,  and  we'd  also  like 
to  hear  from  supervisors  like  Barbara 
Kaufman,  whom  we  haven't  heard  from 
before."  said  Monks. 

"I  also  want  to  organize  neighborhood 
forums  on  such  things  as  affirmative  ac- 
tion and  development  and  property  issues 
in  Noe  Valley,"  he  said. 

Added  Vice  President  Kate  Black,  "We 
really  want  to  expand.  Our  boundaries  in- 
clude Glen  Park,  and  no  one  really  knows 
that.  We  hope  to  be  a  source  of  informa- 
tion for  people  who  would  be  involved  in 
politics  if  they  knew  where  to  start " 

Club  officers  are  also  encouraged  by 
the  election  of  Brian  Cheu.  a  Noe  Valley 
resident  and  club  member  who  was  one 
of  12  Democrats  from  the  13th  District 
elected  to  the  County  Central  Committee 
on  March  26.  In  a  field  of  29,  Cheu  came 
in  third.  (Rick  Hauptman  came  in  18th.) 

Said  Cheu.  who  lives  on  24th  Street. 
"Noe  Valley  with  its  consistently  high  voter 
turnout  has  tremendous  possibilities  to 
help  the  Democratic  Party  put  forth  a  pro- 
gressive agenda." 

Monks  agreed.  "Candidates  and  people 
from  the  Clinton/Gore  campaign  want  to 
come  speak  to  us.  They  want  Noe  Valley 
votes,"  he  said.  "They'll  also  need  precinct 
captains  for  the  Clinton/Gore  campaign. 

"We're  jumping  into  the  November 
election  right  now."  he  continued.  "We'd 
like  lots  of  people  to  show  up  at  the  meet- 
ings, and  we  plan  to  raise  money  to  do  a 
slate  card  for  November.  That  will  defi- 
nitely give  us  more  clout."  Monks  said. 

"Eventually  I  hope  that  the  Noe  Valley 
Democratic  Club  is  as  influential  as  the 
Harvey  Milk  and  Alice  B.  Toklas  clubs 
are.  There  are  32  Democratic  clubs,  but 
only  a  handful  are  really  active  and  out 
there.  The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
can  be  one  of  those  clubs."  □ 

The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club  will 
meet  on  Wednesday,  May  H.  at  7:30  p.m. 
at  69  Vickshurg  St.  For  additional  infor- 
mation, contact  Dave  Monks  at  821- 
4087.  or  write  him  at  1652  Dolores  St.  ft6. 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114. 
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Residents 
Seek  to  Stop 
Utility  Box 
Invasion 


By  Melanie  Norden 

Ever  bump  into  one  of  those  gray  metal 
boxes  on  the  comer  next  to  all  the  news 
racks  and  telephone  poles?  Ever  wonder 
what  they  were? 

They're  utility  boxes,  and  they  contain 
wires  and  switching  connections  owned 
and  operated  by  Pacific  Bell,  Muni.  DPW, 
and  various  other  city  departments. 

Lately,  because  of  an  increased  de- 
mand for  telecommunications  services, 
the  five-foot  steel  cabinets  have  been 
cropping  up  all  over  the  place. 

Bui  not  if  21  St  Street  resident  Don 
Stroh  can  help  it. 


Concerned  Noe  Valley  residents  say  chat 
utility  boxes  like  this  one  at  Collfngwood 
and  19th  are  graffiti  magnets  which  will  con- 
tinue to  proliferate  unless  the  city  clamps 
down.  Photo  by  Sheita  Kolenic 

"They're  eyesores.  Not  only  do  the 
boxes  attract  graffiti,  but  many  of  them 
obstruct  walking  traffic."  complains 
Stroh.  "And  the  rate  they  are  multiplying 
throughout  the  city  is  disturbing." 

Stroh,  who  is  active  in  the  group  San 
Francisco  Beautiful  and  a  board  member 
of  the  Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 


Noe  Valley  pedestrians  (from  kfi)  Micki  Ryan,  John  Barbey.  Kathryn  Gordon,  Don  Stroh.  Terry 
Ward,  and  Bill  Mason  are  tired  of  tripping  over  "street  furniture"  and  being  boxed  in  at  cor- 
ners around  the  city,  including  this  one  at  24th  and  Castro.  Photo  by  Beverly  Tharp 


(atop  Sanchez  Hill),  noticed  his  first  util- 
ity box  at  1 7th  and  Noe  more  than  a  dozen 
years  ago.  "I  said  to  myself,  what's  this 
all  about?  Always,  after  that,  I  noticed  it 
was  constantly  covered  with  graffiti." 

Over  the  next  decade,  Stroh  saw  the 
number  of  utility  boxes  "explode  expo- 
nentially." primarily  because  more  and 
more  residents  were  running  computers 
and  fax  lines  out  of  their  homes. 

"In  the  past  five  years,  I've  observed 
ten  times  as  many  as  in  the  five  years  be- 
fore. On  Sanchez  it's  quite  dense,  And  there 
are  two  boxes  within  a  half  block  of  each 
other  on  Noe  near  26th  Street." 

What's  more,  he  says,  it's  ironic  that  the 
city  is  pouring  new  concrete  wheelchair 
ramps  at  the  curbs,  while  at  the  same  time 
cluttering  up  the  sidewalks  with  obstacles 
for  the  blind  and  handicapped. 

Now  Stroh  and  several  other  local  res- 
idents —  working  in  concert  with  San 
Francisco  Beautiful  and  the  Coalition  for 
San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  —  have 
launched  a  campaign  to  put  a  halt  to  their 
proliferation. 

In  December,  the  groups  formally  re- 
quested that  the  California  Public  Utili- 
ties Commission  (CPUC)  place  controls 
on  the  spread  of  utility  boxes,  telephone 
poles,  cellular  phone  stations,  and  all 
other  communications  equipment  thai 
might  have  a  negative  impact  on  the  en- 
vironment. 

They  also  asked  Pac  Bell.  Muni. 
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PG&E,  and  other  phone  and  cable  com- 
panies to  consider  remov  ing  or  relocating 
any  above-ground  boxes  to  underground 
locations  or  private  property. 

"Sidewalks  are  public  property,  and 
most  of  these  boxes  are  private  business." 
Stroh  points  out. 

On  the  local  level,  the  organizations 
asked  the  Department  of  Public  Works  to 
beef  up  its  permit  process.  Right  now  the 
utilities,  both  public  and  private,  are  ex- 
pected to  get  an  okay  for  the  location  of 
each  new  box  from  the  Bureau  of  Street 
Use  and  Mapping.  But  until  recently, 
most  permit  requests  have  been  approved 
with  little  fanfare. 

The  civic  groups  also  would  like  the 
city  to  post  notices  and  hold  public  hear- 
ings on  any  proposed  utility  boxes.  Stroh 
acknowledges  that  "it  would  be  unfair  for 
us  to  just  block  projects,  but  it  is  unac- 
ceptable for  residents  to  be  ignored.  This 
is  all  about  maintaining  the  character  and 


identity  of  the  neighborhood." 

As  a  further  incentive,  the  Dolores 
Heights  Improvement  Club  presented 
DPW  with  a  list  of  specific  ways  to  keep 
the  offending  boxes  out  of  sight. 

Suggestions  include  burying  the  equip- 
ment, placing  boxes  on  private  property 
or  in  city  lots,  and  using  landscaping  and 
other  devices  to  disguise  or  make  the 
boxes  more  aesthetically  pleasing. 

"Maybe  the  boxes  could  be  designed  to 
have  some  kind  of  architectural  or  his- 
toric value,"  offered  Eureka  Street  resi- 
dent Terry  Ward,  another  activist  in  the 
club.  "Anything  would  be  better  than 
what  they've  already  installed." 

(The  boxes  currently  come  in  green, 
gray,  or  brown,  and  provide  an  almost 
perfect  slate  for  taggers.) 

In  the  months  since  they  made  their 
pitch,  Stroh  says  the  response  from  the 
CPUC  has  been  disappointing.  In  fact,  the 
commission  recently  opted  to  deregulate 
local  telephone  service  without  placing 
any  environmental  restrictions  on  the 
"street  furniture"  that  a  flood  of  new 
phone  companies  is  likely  to  install. 

"The  CPUC  gave  Ihem  |companies  like 
MCI  and  Sprintl  carte  blanche"  to  come 
in  and  occupy  the  sidewalks,  he  said. 

As  for  Pac  Bell— "the  main  offender," 
in  Stroh 's  view  —  the  groups'  lobbying 
has  barely  made  a  dent,  he  says. 

But  according  to  Beveriy  Butler,  me- 
dia manager  at  Pacific  Telesis,  Pac  Bell  is 
actively  investigating  alternative  loca- 
tions for  its  boxes,  to  address  the  issue  of 
obstruction  of  the  sidewalk. 

She  feels  the  company  is  in  a  no-win 
situation,  however.  "People  want  the 
technology,  but  they  don't  want  to  look  at 
it."  said  Butler,  referring  to  the  fact  that 
the  boxes  are  a  natural  outgrowth  of  the 
residents'  clamor  for  more  phone  lines. 

Nevertheless,  in  response  to  pressure 
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Utility  Boxes 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

from  Stroh  and  others,  Pac  Bell  has  con- 
sented to  move  one  of  its  newer  switch- 
ing equipment  boxes,  on  the  northwest 
comer  of  Church  above  22nd  Street,  off 
the  sidewalk  and  onto  nearby  Muni- 
owned  property. 

"One  utility  cabinet  is  to  be  eliminated 
and  combined  with  another,  for  a  net  loss 
of  one  utility  box,"  Butlei  said. 

The  new  consolidated  box  will  be  lo- 
cated across  the  street  from  the  old  one. 
on  a  triangular  patch  of  ground  near  the 
J-Church  rails. 

However,  in  early  April  the  city  and 
Pac  Bell  were  still  ironing  out  the  details. 

"The  neighbors  and  the  city  would  like 
to  see  the  new  box  hidden  with  greenery. 
But  that  would  mean  somebody  has  to  do 
the  upkeep."  Stroh  explained. 
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Also,  the  utility  t>ox  relocation  has 
been  bound  up  in  a  massive  "under- 
grounding"  project  which  the  residents 
have  been  championing  for  more  than 
two  decades — a  plan  to  remove  the  tele- 
phone poles  and  install  underground 
wiring  in  the  eighl-square-block  area 
from  Church  to  Noe  and  18th  to  22nd 
streets.  (TTie  underg rounding  project  is 
set  to  go  ahead  this  summer.  We'll  cover 
it  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Voice.) 

Still.  Stroh  and  his  colleagues  are  glad 
to  see  some  progress  on  the  utility  box 
score.  "We're  pleased  that  the  public  is 
now  aware  of  the  problem.  And  I  think 
we've  entered  a  new  phase  with  DPW. 

"They  are  much  more  attentive  now," 
he  said.  "The  Bureau  of  Street  Use  and 
Mapping  Is  looking  much  more  carefully 
at  where  these  things  are  located  and  how 
many  there  are.  before  issuing  a  permit. 
They're  asking.  'Is  the  box  in  front  of 
someone's  stairway?'  And  they're  mak- 
ing suggestions  for  other  locations. 

"Next  time  they  might  just  tell  the  phone 
company:  'Put  it  in  a  private  residence."' 
Or  better  yet.  bury  it  underground.  □ 

At  press  lime  the  Voice  learned  that  the 
Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club  had 
convinced  the  city  and  Pac  Bell  to  sever 
the  connection  between  the  underground 
wiring  project  and  the  relocation  of  the 
utility  box  at  Church  and  22nd.  Both 
projects  are  expected  to  get  under  way 
this  summer. 
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With  coupon  •  Not  valid  with  other  offers 
One  coupon  per  visit  •  Expires  May  31, 1996 


VALLEY 


Noe.  Noe. 
A  Thousand 
Times,  Noe! 

Tliat's  alx)ul  how  niiinv  homes  Paul  and 


have  helped  our  clients  buy  and  sell  in 
Noe  Valley.  Glen  Park  and  Bemal  Heights  in  our  collective 
l-\  years  of  experience.  It  s  no  wonder,  ^'ith  grand  Victorian 
ladles,  marina  view  homes,  cottages 
^^^A       and  designer  cnnilos,  this  are-a 
^H^^m    represents  some  of  San  Francisco's 
^B^M        "^^i  desirable  neighlx)HioocLs  for 
firet  lime  buyers,  young  families, 
singles  and  pannen*.  It  s  also  no 
wonder  ihat  with  our  depth  ot 
knowledge  and  breath  ot 
expenence.  we  ll  find  the 
nglii  propeiT)'  match  for  you. 


Peggy  Mclntyre 
415/9794006  Voicemail 
Paul  ToUefson 
4I5/979-4007  Voicemail 


2633  Ocean  Avenue       COLDUIGLL  ...... 

San  Francisco.  CA  94132    BANI^GR  □  41S/334-1B80 
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POLICE 
BEAT 


AVs  Back 


By  Officer  Lois  Perillo 

Croce  "Al"  Casciato.  a  longtime  San 
Francisco  resident  and  26-year  Police  De- 
partment veteran,  was  made  captain  of 
Mission  Station  on  Feb.  10  by  Police 
Chief  Fred  Lau. 

When  asked  about  his  vision  for  the 
Mission  Police  District.  Casciato  said.  "I 
want  to  get  more  people,  beyond  the  ac- 
tivist, involved  in  taking  responsibility 
for  their  neighborhood." 

Casciato  plans  to  accomplish  his  goal 
by  implementing  Adopt-a-Block,  whereby 
"every  officer  is  a  community  police  of- 
ficer who  interacts  with  the  community 
and  city  agencies  to  introduce  all  aspects 
of  the  community  to  one  another. 

"The  officer  is  the  yeast  to  the  dough 
on  the  block" Ca.sciato  said. 

In  addition  to  their  patrol  duties,  indi- 
vidual officers  will  monitor  several 
blocks  apiece  and  periodically  meet  with 
residents  and  merchants  on  the  street. 

According  to  Casciato.  sergeants  who 
act  as  line  supervisors  will  be  responsible 
for  the  police  officers'  attendance  at  their 
community  meetings. 

Casciato  expects  some  internal  resis- 
tance to  the  idea,  but  vows  to  support  his 
personnel  to  make  the  concept  a  reality, 
as  he  did  on  a  smaller  scale  within  down- 
town's Tenderloin  Task  Force,  where  he 
also  served  as  captain. 

Beginning  his  law  enforcement  career 
in  1970.  Casciato  worked  for  10  years  at 
Central  Station,  which  covers  North 


Beach,  Chinatown,  the  Wharf,  and  much 
of  downtown. 

In  1 980.  Casciato  was  promoted  to  ser- 
geant and  went  first  to  the  Recruitment 
Division,  then  on  to  the  Police  Academy. 
He  served  as  president  of  the  Police  Of- 
ficers Association  from  1983  to  1984. 
then  traded  his  sergeant's  stripes  for  a 
lieutenant's  gold  bar.  Following  the  pro- 
motion, he  transferred  to  Mission  Station, 
where  he  remained  for  six  years. 

Casciato  rounded  out  his  experience  al 
Richmond  Station,  the  Traffic  and  Mo- 
torcycles Division,  and  the  Hit  and  Run 
Detail  before  winding  his  way  back  to 
Mission  Station,  this  time  with  a  second 
gold  bar  on  his  collar. 

Welcome  back.  Captain. 

Window  Smash,  Times  Three 

Three  Noe  Valley  businesses  were  the 
victim  of  a  group  of  apparently  drunk  per- 
sons on  April  6  just  after  1  a.m. 

At  least  one  wimess  on  the  3900  block 
of  24th  Street  reported  seeing  a  man  in  his 
20s,  5-foot-9,  with  long  blond  hair,  who 
appeared  intoxicated,  throw  a  trash  can 
through  Joshua  Simon's  store  window, 
then  move  west  on  24th  Street  with  a 
small  group  of  other  young  men. 

Police  searched  the  area,  but  did  not  lo- 
cale the  vandals. 

Aslrid  Rabat  Shoes'  window  was  also 
broken,  along  with  a  window  at  Graystone 
Wine  and  Liquor  at  24th  and  Castro. 

The  stores  sustained  properly  damage 
only,  since  the  intruder  alarms  sounded, 
thwarting  theft. 

Late-Night  Armed  Robbery 

Later  that  night,  about  4  a.m.,  a  local 
restaurant  owner  was  robbed  at  gunpoint. 

The  restaurant  owner,  who  prefers  to 
remain  anonymous,  was  held  up  by  a  25- 
to  30-year-old  Asian  male,  who  appeared 
knowledgeable  as  to  the  owner's  sched- 


ule and  habits.  The  suspect  confronted  the 
owner  as  he  exited  his  24lh  Street  restau- 
rant, carrying  the  restaurant's  receipts. 

After  stealing  the  money,  the  robber 
ordered  the  owner  to  remain  within  the 
restaurant.  The  owner,  who  was  physi- 
cally unharmed  in  the  robbery,  complied 
for  five  minutes,  then  called  police. 

More  to  Come  Next  Month 

Sorry  that  this  column  is  so  brief  this 
month.  I  was  called  out  of  town  on  a  fam- 
ily emergency.  Look  for  complete  cover- 
age of  April  and  May's  police  beat  next 
month.  Until  then,  be  safe  and  I'll  sec  you 
on  patrol.  □ 

Officer  Lois  Perillo  is  the  community 
police  officer  for  the  area  of  Noe  Valley 
from  21st  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  Street. 
You  can  reach  her  by  calling  Mission  Po- 
lice Station.  558-5400. 


PACIFIC 
MEDIATION 
CENTER 

Resolve  your  marital  or 
employment  disputes  efficiently 
and  privately  with  experienced 
attorneys/mediators. 

Where  you  both  will  be  heard. 

Julianne  Jensen 
Sara  MacDwyer 
Mark  Scafidi 


2082  Union  Street 


921-7919 


Spring  On  In 


SALON  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

Shape  up  your  hair! 

with  a  fresh  color  shine  and  haircut 


With  any  service,  soften  your  hair  with  our 
custom  blend  conditioner  —  on  the  house! 

FRAMESI  •  LANZA  •  REDKEN 

20%  off  any  service  (new  clients  only) 
Offer  valid  with  this  ad  only  Expires  7/31/96 

Open  7  days  a  week  10  -7  pm 
Walk-ins  welcome 

1599  Dolores  St.  (at  29th  St.)  550-1656 


MOM  SAYS  SHOP  AT  MIKEYTOM'S  SO  YOU  CAN... 

✓  Eat  all  your  organic  vegetables 

✓  Brush  your  teeth  with  Tom's  of  Maine  toothpaste 

✓  Wash  your  hands  with  Dr.  Bronner's  soap 

✓  Buy  your  Mother's  Day  bouquet 

✓  We  now  have  bulk  items,  too! 


^^^^^^ 


^^^^^^ 


^  WE  THANK  OUR  ^ 
^  MOIVIS  FOR  ALL  ^ 
9(   THEY'VE  DONE  « 


IfllKEYTOIfl  IflARKET 

1747  Church  Street  (at  Day)  826-5757 

OPEN  7:00  AM-9:00  PM  MON-SAT  •    8:00  AM-8:00  PM  SUNDAY 
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T  U  G  G  E  Y'S 

Hardware  for  the  handyperson 
Denny  Ciovannoli 


Open  M-F  8:30-6:00 
Sal  9-5 
Sun  11-3 


3885  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-282-5081 


Has  your  neighbor  got  you  down? 
Real  Estate  Legal  Questions? 

Claire  C.  Pilcher 

in  Noe  Valley 
(415)  821-1186 


Neighborhood  Negotiations 
[jnd  Use 
Development 
City  l'lanninf^ 


ArroRNF.Y  AT  Law 

►  Permits  and  Appeals 

►  Variances 

*■  Conditional  Uses  & 
General  Practice  of  Law 


Free  initial 
consultation 


beverly  mesch,  cmt,  cht 

healing,  relaxing 

massage 
hypnosis 

reiki     ^  ^ 

gift  certificates 

$35/Hour  (415)821-4123 


FREE  TREE 

Receive  a 
Free  Replacement  Tree 

with  any  Tree  Removal 
with  this  coupon  only 

Licensed  &  Bonded  CA  be.  #562324 


Landscapes  &  Tree  Care 

NO  JOB  TOO  BIG  OR  TOO  SMALL 

Call  Us  Today! 

566-5536 

Landscape  Design  &  Installation 

Fences  •  Decks  •  Retaining  Walls  •  Frost  Damage  Repair 
Drainage  &  Irrigation  •  Drought  Toleranl  Plants 

Transplanting  •  Nighllighting 

Complete  Tree  Service  •  Certified  Arborist 

Grown  Reduction  •  Pruning  •  Trimming  •  Reshaping 
Removals  •  Tree  Health  Maintenance  •  Insured 


Free  Estimates 
Reasonable  Rates 


Over  16  Years  Expenence 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed 


10%  OFF  WATER  CONSERVING  DRIP  SYSTEMS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 

ALL  CONCERTS  BEGIN  AT  8:15  PM 


at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry 
1021  Sanchez  near  23rd 


Sat.  May  4       SHANA  MORRISON 

"She  has  a  wi(3e-mge  voice  that  is  bolt)  powrlul  and  pure  Her  vocal  inflections,  soaring  melodic  lines  and  sophisticated 
use  of  dynamics  are  reminiscent  of  her  father  Vanl  performance  style,  bul  ShanaS  stage  manner  is  me  outgoing  Her 
material  is  eclectic  and  impressive,  a  delightfully  entertaining  mix "  —  Philip  Eivmod.  S  F  Examiner  $8  adv/SIO  door 

Sat.  May  11        SAN  JOSE  TAIKO 

for  23  years.  San  Jose  Taiko  has  explored  the  txauty  and  harmony  of  the 
human  spirit  through  the  powerful  and  spellbinding  sounds  of  the  traditional 
Japanese  Taiko  dnims  Creating  new  dimensions  in  Asian-Amencan  movement 
and  music,  they  have  broadened  and  embellished  this  historical  art  form, 
melding  the  tfdditmal  rhythms  of  Japanese  dnimmmg  with  the  beat  of  African 
Balinese.  Latin  and  lazz  percussion,  producing  fully  choreographed  performances 
that  are  extravaganzas  of  musical  sound  $10  adv/$i2  door 

Stnlors  (over  65)  S  children  {under  12.  accompanied    adult)  1/2-priC6  at  door. 

Calf  454-5238  for  concert  information. 

ADVANCE  TICKHS  AVAJLABLi  AT  AQUAfllUS  RECORDS,  3901  24lti  STRE^  W-2Z72 
50(  CHARGE  FOR  nCKETS  AT  AOUAJIIUS 


FLOOGIES 

Louisiana  and 
Gulf  Coast  Cuisine 

1686  Market  Street  •  San  Francisco 

864-3700 

Lunch  TUesday- Friday  11-2:30 
Dinner  Tuesday -Thursday  5:30-10:00 
Friday  &  Saturday  5:30 -11:00 

Victorian 
Garden 


1 


Bed  &  Breakfast  -  Noe  Valley 
26tll  Street  jlietftcen  Sanchez  Not) 

Suite  witL  kitcken  — 
Private  entrance  anJ  batkroom 

415  206-1999 


THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  TIME  FORGOT 


LET'S  TALK 

REAL 

ESTATE 


with  Susan  Oik  and  Paul  Holzman 

Selecting  a  Realtor 

Finding  the  right  Realtor  to  help  you  in  your  search  is  an  important  first 
step  you  .should  lake  when  you  are  ready  to  buy  a  new  home  in  the  Noe 
Valley  Section  of  San  Francisco.  Some  people  recommend  the  "choosing 
a  hook  by  its  cover"  approach  when  selecting  a  Realtor  and  recommend 
that  you  choose  your  agent  based  on  the  car  he  or  she  drives.  White  it  is 
true  that  you  may  be  spending  a  considerable  amount  of  time  in  the  agent's 
car,  it  is  much  more  important  to  be  comfortable  with  the  person  than 
their  vehicle. 

Knowledge,  professionalism  and  experience  are  important  factors  to 
consider  when  selecting  a  Realtor  But  you  should  also  look  for  .someone 
who  listens  carefully  to  what  you  want  in  a  new  home,  and  who  knows  the 
market  well  enough  to  find  the  right  house  for  you  within  a  reasonable 
period  of  time.  If  you  feel  like  the  Realtor  is  sensitive  to  your  needs  and 
desires,  you  will  feel  confident  about  working  with  that  person. 

Ask  Us  About  Our  Proven 
30-Day  Marketing  Plan! 


For  solid  advice  on  all  aspects  of  selling  and  buying 
reol  estate,  call  Susan  ot  S52-0129  Ext.  ISS 
or  Paul  at  552-0129  Ext.  128. 
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GARDEN 

Unique  Home  &  Garden  Accessories 


VINTAGE 
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KILIMS 

Home  or  Office  Presentations 
of  the  rugs  of  your  choice 


Open  Wednesday- Saturday,  11  am-7pm 
Sunday,  Noon-5  pm 
Monday  ^  Tuesday  by  Appointment 

3885A  Cesar  Chavez  Street  at  Church 
826-9426  •  826-9427 


NOE  VALLEY  V)  SAN  FMNCISCO 
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INDIRA  OEIIGHTS  •  HANDMADE  •  PIllOWS  •  ART 


The  Most  Successful  Team  in  Town! 
SUSAN  OLK  PAUL  HOLZMAN 

552-0129  Ext.  155       552-0129  Ext.  128 

ZEPHYR  Real  Eslate  8?  Invcstmcnis  415  552.9500 
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Sow  Your 
Own  Garden 
Of  Delight 

By  Melanie  Norden 

Tis  the  season  !o  be  gardening,  so  what- 
ever the  color  of  your  thumb,  beware  — 
you  just  might  gel  bitten  by  the  garden- 
ing bug.  And  if  you  do.  you  might  find 
yourself  covetously  peeking  over  the 
fence  at  your  neighbor's  well-kept  gar- 
den, or  feeling  the  sudden  urge  lo  pur- 
chase a  hoe.  Before  you  know  it.  you 
could  be  up  to  your  elbows  in  good  old 
Noe  Valley  dirt. 

According  to  Noe  Street  resident  Joyce 
McGuire.  who  runs  a  gardening  and  land- 
scape design  business  called  Backyards, 
the  weather  has  never  been  better  for  gar- 
dening in  San  Francisco. 

"We've  gotten  a  lot  more  sun  and  hot- 
ter summers  over  the  last  couple  of 
years."  she  notes.  "1  find  I'm  putting  in 
more  and  more  plants  that  don't  typically 
do  well  here,  but  that  have  really  thrived 
lately.  I  even  see  banana  trees  working  in 
well-protected  sunny  comers." 

If  you  want  flowers  in  your  Back  40. 
McGuire  recommends  sun  roses.  Peru- 
vian lilies,  verbena,  geraniums,  evening 
primrose,  iris,  marigolds,  lavender, 
columbine,  and  poppies.  And  if  you're  in 
a  hurry,  she  suggests  with  a  laugh, 
"Lavatera  grows  fast  —  it's  really  for 
those  who  need  instant  gratification." 

But  the  only  way  to  know  for  sure 
which  flowers  will  work  best  for  you. 
McGuire  notes,  is  through  trial  and  error. 
Experience  is  what  weeds  out  the  novice 
gardeners  from  the  pros. 

"i  keep  a  list  of  plants  that  have  done 
well  in  my  garden  in  the  past."  says  Mc- 
Guire. Other  than  that,  she  adds,  her  top 
tip  is  "tell  everybody  to  put  in  irrigation!" 

McGuire  installed  an  irrigation  system 
in  her  own  garden  last  year  and  says  she 
can't  believe  what  a  difference  it  makes. 
"Plants  do  so  much  better  with  a  regular 
drink .  rather  than  having  to  rely  on  some- 
times forgetful  human  kindness." 

But  once  you've  chosen  your  plants, 
what  kind  of  work  does  it  take  to  main- 
tain a  great  garden? 

Ask  McGuire 's  next-door  neighbor. 
Peter  Holloran.  who  is  also  a  gardener  as 
well  as  a  board  member  of  the  Verba 
Buena  Chapter  of  the  California  Native 
Plant  Society. 

"Every  day  I  go  out  in  the  morning 
with  my  cup  of  coffee  and  pick  off  the 
slugs  and  snails."  says  Holloran.  All  in  all. 
he  adds,  "I  sfiend  about  six  hours  a  week 
out  there." 

With  no  fence  between  their  properties. 
McGuire  and  Holloran  enjoy  two  gardens 
for  the  price  of  one,  and  both  share  a  mu- 
tual admiration  of  the  other's  handiwork. 
While  McGuire  praises  Holloran 's  veg- 
etables— "he  plants  the  arugula  because 
my  husband  and  I  like  it" — Holloran  in- 
sists that  the  real  view  for  his  visitors  is 
McGuire 's  garden. 

"Actually,  I  wish  more  people  would 
take  their  fences  down,  it  creates  a  much 
bigger  open  space."  he  remarks.  "Of 
course,  neither  of  us  has  dogs  or  kids." 

Holloran  concentrates  mostly  on  grow- 


Avid  gardeners  joyce  McGuire  and  Peter  Ho 
vegetables,  and  native  plants  of  California. 

ing  native  San  Franciscan  species,  "plants 
like  pink  flowering  currant,  sticky  mon- 
key flower,  and  some  nice  California 
sages."  he  says.  Alongside  these  he  plants 
more  pedestrian  vegetables,  such  as  the 
potatoes,  lettuce,  and  parsley.  "I'll  put  in 
zucchini  and  onion,  too."  he  notes,  "and 
last  year  the  garlic  really  did  well." 

But  what  about  tomatoes?  "Pam  Peirce 
lists  some  good  varieties  in  her  book 
about  gardening  in  San  Francisco. 
Golden  Gate  Gardening."  Holloran 
points  out.  He'll  be  sticking  with  cherry 
tomatoes  himself. 

Holloran  also  invests  time  in  what  he 
calls  "wild  gardening."  which  basically 
means  removing  weeds  in  natural  areas, 
for  instance  the  French  broom  weed  on 
Twin  Peaks.  Such  open  space  areas,  he 
notes,  are  often  "under  siege  by  weeds 
from  Europe,  as  well  as  those  from  sur- 
rounding manmade  gardens." 

Last  year  Holloran  gave  a  tour  of  our 
own  local  wild  patches  on  behalf  of  the 
Native  Plant  Society. 

"At  Duncan  and  Castro  you'll  find 
such  native  plants  as  Johnny  jump-ups  [a 
type  of  violetl.  footsteps  of  spring  (a 
bright  yellow  flower],  and  wild  onion  [a 
purple  bloom].  But  the  area  is  overrun  by 
wild  radish  and  fennel. 

"There  are  plenty  of  little  pockets  of 
native  wildflowers  all  around  the  city,"  he 
adds.  "On  the  north  side  of  Bemal  Hill 
alone,  there  are  probably  80  species." 

But  wherever  you  go,  Holloran  says, 
be  sure  to  do  your  wild  gardening  "under 
supervision"  from  someone  who  knows 
his  or  her  biogeography,  and  who  can  rec- 
ognize which  plants  are  native  and  which 
are  not.  (You  can  give  Holloran  a  call  at 
647-5300  if  you'd  like  some  advice.) 

Of  course,  not  all  of  us  have  the  space 
for  gardening  beyond  a  window  box.  If 
that's  your  situation,  says  Elizabeth  Street 
resident  Jean  Amos,  plant  an  herb  garden. 


loran  cook  down  the  fence  separating  their  adjacent  properties  to  form  a  larger  plot  for  flowers. 

Photo  by  Charles  Kennord 


"You  can  never  grow  enough  basil  or 
cilantro,"  says  Amos,  who  is  a  profes- 
sional gardener.  "And  you  can  also  grow 
wonderful  lettuce  in  a  north  side  window. 
They  even  sell  little  six-packs  of  green 
varieties,  so  you  can  grow  your  own  salad 
mix.  like  the  ones  they  sell  now  in  yup- 
pie grocery  stores.  I  don't  ever  plant  those 
in  the  garden,  because  of  the  snails." 

But.  but... what  about  tomatoes?  "In 
sunny  Noe  Valley  you  can  grow  com!" 
laughs  Amos.  "So  you  don't  need  a  San 
Francisco  fogger  variety  lof  tomatol.  This 
neighborhood  has  a  really  Mediterranean 
climate.  Personally,  I've  been  experi- 
menting with  the  little  yellow  and  orange 
tomatoes,  the  exotic  hybrids.  I've  found 
that  they  self-sow." 

But  if  you  want  a  bigger  plot  to  culti- 
vate those  roses,  you  can  always  contact 
the  San  Francisco  League  of  Urban  Gar- 
deners (SLUG)  at  285-7584  to  ask  about 
participating  in  a  community  garden, 
such  as  the  one  at  Cesar  Chavez  and  Noe 
streets. 

You  can  also  check  at  the  Noe  Valley- 
Sally  Brunn  Library,  where  a  community 
garden  can  be  found  just  outside  the  door 
of  the  children's  reading  room,  Sally 
Brunn  and  her  husband  John — along  with 
local  architect  Al  Lanier,  his  wife  Ruth 
Asawa.  and  other  Friends  of  Noe  Valley 
— organized  this  area,  and  planted  the 
nearby  trees  that  have  grown  into  a  trib- 
ute to  their  hard  work. 


"It's  a  unique  community  garden  be- 
cause it's  shared  with  the  public."  says 
Judith  Rosen,  who  organizes  community 
participation.  Plots  are  rented  for  $20  a 
year,  which  includes  membership  in 
SLUG  (San  Francisco  League  of  Urban 
Gardeners),  but  there  is  usually  a  waiting 
list.  Rosen  notes.  James  Lick  students 
also  tend  three  of  the  plots  during  the 
school  year. 

Those  of  you  who  would  like  to  con- 
nect with  other  gardeners  will  be  happy 
to  know  that  a  Noe  Valley  gardening  club 
is  now  forming. 

"This  will  be  the  first  'garden  society' 
in  Noe  Valley's  220-year  history."  says 
club  organizer  Laurie  Hampton,  who  will 
be  holding  club  meetings  al  noon  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month,  starting  in  May. 
at  The  Planters  Nursery  on  24th  Street. 

"We  provide  refreshments,  you  bring 
photos,  mystery  plants,  seeds,  cuttings, 
and  lots  of  questions."  says  Hampton. 
"Come  meet  your  neighbors!" 

If  you  can't  make  the  meeting,  write  to 
her  for  more  information  al  P.O.  Box 
460834.  San  Francisco,  CA  94146. 

For  those  of  us  who  are  content  to  be 
mere  spectators  in  the  garden  of  life,  the 
Noe  Valley  Library  (451  Jersey  St.)  also 
offers  a  quiet  commons  area  out  on  the 
back  deck.  This  peaceful  spot  has  a  few 
benches  and  enough  flowers  to  let  you 
know  that  spring  has  arrived.  □ 


3872  24TH  STREET  at  Sanchez 
(415)  647-3334 

1206  MASONIC  at  haight 
(415)  626-9111 

3218  FILLMORE  at  Lombard 
(415)  922-1955 

Also  in  Mill  Valley,  Palo  Alto, 
San  Rafael  and  Berkeley 


Irrigation  &  Outdoor  Lighting  Warehouse 

The  Urban  Farmer  Store 

•  Lawn  Sprinklers  &  Drip  Irrigation 

•  Free  Classes  and  Design  Help 

•  Low-Voltage  Outdoor  Lighting  Fixtures 

•  Installation  &  Service  ( Lie M684235) 

•  Ponds,  Pumps  &  Fountains 

(415)  661-2204 

2833  Vicente  Street  (Corner  40th  Ave.)  •  San  Francisco,  CA  941 16 
Monday  -  Friday:  7:30  am  -  6  pm,  Saturday:  9:30  am  -  5  pm 


1 4    The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  May  1 996 


/t*^  a  ^od  tf'me^  to  6a^  &  eeii/ 


RiC  ROCCHICCIOLI 
415  861  5222  •  X200 


SF  Realtor* OF  the  year 
For  all  your  real  estate  needs 


HERTH 


WELCOMES  YOU  HOME 

S55  Castro  Srrccr  San  Francisco 


& 

Wearer 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

409 1  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


mi 

HAIRSTYUNG  BY  APPOINTMENT 
ON  UNION  SQUARE 

15%  OFF  FIRST  VISIT  WITH  THIS  AD 
166  GEARY  ST.,  SUITE  1600,  SAN  FRANCISCO,  415  951.8610 


We  make  choosing  a  doctor 
as  easy  as  one,  two,  three. 


2^  You  Gn  More  With  a  St.  Luke's  Physician. 

When  you  choose  a  St.  Luke's  Primary  Care 
Physician,  you  gain  access  to  a  wide  range  of  specialty 
and  support  services. 

Our  Physicians  accept  Medi-Cal  and  Medicare 
patients  and  most  HMO/PPO  health  insurance  plans 
because  we're  affiliated  with  almost  every  insurance 
provider. 

2^  We  are  Culturally  Diverse  and 
'Sensitive  to  Your  Needs. 

We  have  one  of  the  most  culturally  diverse  staffs  of 
caring  Doctors,  Nurses  and  Technicians  that  place  you 
at  the  center  of  attention. 

We  speak  more  than  25  languages  and  are  trained 
in  the  latest  medical  advances  to  give  you  the  best 
possible  care. 

2^  We're  Your  Neighborhood  Hospital. 

We're  easily  accessible  to  all  San  Francisco 
communities  and  are  just  moments  away  from  you. 


Public  transportation,  both  MUNI  {26  Valencia, 
14  Mission,  49  Van  Ness-Mission,  J-Church)  and  BART 
(24th  Street  Station),  are  within  walking  distance  and 
we  also  have  ample  parking. 

And  There's  More. 

Our  free  community  educational  lectures  will 
help  answer  all  your  questions  on  women's  and 
men's  health  issues,  cardiology,  pediatrics, 
diabetes,  orthopedics,  teen-health,  urology  and 
many  other  special  programs  such  as  prenatal 
classes  and  breastfeeding  education  for 
new  mothers. 

Call  Now. 

Call  St.  Luke's  Physician  Referral  Line  and  we'll 
show  you  how  easy  it  is  to  choose  the  right  doctor  for 
you  and  your  family 

Call  now  and  well  send  you  a  free  guide  on  How  to 
Choose  a  Physician. 

(415)  821-DOCS(3627) 


J  ^-^  STtukeS 

1  II^  hospital 


Noe  Valley  Deli 

4007  24th  Street  at  Noe 
824-8373 

Fresti  Turkey  &  Roast  Beef  Sandwiches 
Homemade  Falafel 
Fresh  Salads 

ALL  MADE  DAILY 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  9  am  -  7  pm 
Sunday  10am -6  pm 


Portraiture 

Environmental  *^  Studio 
Chris  Mende 

282-4742 


l<ioe's  Nest 


The  Essence  of  San  Francisco 
at  its  Very  Best 
A  HOME  AWAY  FROM  HOME 

Quiet  Elegance:  Hot  Tub;  Steam  Room; 

Views;  Decks;  TV  &  VCR. 
Comfort  &  Complimentary  Breakfast. 
Ctuldren  &  Parents  Warmly  Welcome, 

Noe's  Nest—Truly  a  San  Francisco 
Experience. 

Call  415-821-0751 


uke'4  Hospital,  3555  Cesar  Chavez  Street  (Army  St.),  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
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The  Noe  Valley  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  America  participated  in  the  KidCare  ID  pro- 
gram in  mid-April.  Manager  Daveine  Pasdera  snaps  a  color  photo  of  Michael  Pittman  as  his 
mom.  Janet  Smith,  looks  on.  They  received  a  booklet  for  organizing  information  that  would 
be  useful  in  case  Michael  ever  became  lost  or  missing.  Phoio  by  Bever/y  Thorp 


Classical  Music  Jewels 

Chamber  music  fans  are  in  luck  this 
monlh.  On  Saturday,  May  18.  Pacific 
Classical  Winds  and  Anaria  Quartet  will 
combine  for  a  concert  at  Ihe  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  The  program 
features  Beethoven's  Septet,  opus  20,  and 
begins  at  8  p.m. 

Pacific  Classical  Winds  is  the  only  on- 
going period  wind  ensemble  in  Ihe  Unit- 
ed States.  The  group  performs  an  annual 
chamber  music  series  in  Lx)s  Angeles. 

Performers  at  the  concert  will  be  Eliz- 
abeth Blumenstock,  Katherine  Kyme. 
Anthony  Martin,  violin/viola;  Elizabeth 
LeGuin.  cello;  Charles  Zukovsky,  clar- 
inet; Michael  O'Donovan.  bassoon;  Re- 
becca O'Donovan.  horn;  and  Edward 
Meares.  contrabass. 

On  Sunday.  May  19,  at  2  p.m..  the  Noe 
Valley  Chamber  Music  Series,  also  al  the 
Ministry,  will  present  the  ensemble  Sho- 
jobo.  playing  a  fusion  of  classical,  world 
beat,  and  jazz,  on  harp,  cello,  violin, 
marimba,  keyboards,  shakuhachi.  sax. 
and  African  percussion  instruments. 

Harpist  Boris  Goldmund  will  lead  the 
performance,  which  will  include  works 
by  Bach.  Beethoven,  and  Toumier.  as 
well  as  original  compositions  by  Gold- 
mund and  others. 

Here's  a  sparkling  idea:  A  number  of 
loyal  patrons  have  organized  a  jewelry  re- 
pair workshop  at  the  Ministry  to  benefit 
the  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music  Series. 

Says  series  board  member  Margaret 
Bean,  "What  could  be  more  appropriate 


than  a  jewelry  repair  workshop  to  raise 
funds  for  this  local  jewel  of  a  series  in  a 
wonderful  setting?" 

Workshop  participants  can  bring  their 
beads  for  re-stringing,  and  their  broken 
earring  hooks  and  brooches  without  pins, 
she  says.  Sherry  Carrick-Zimpel,  who  is 
studying  silversmithing  and  is  design- 
er/owner of  "Godseye"  jewelry  (for  sale 
at  Gallery  of  Jewels  on  24lh  Street),  will 
provide  the  know-how,  as  well  as  tools, 
instructions,  and  advice.  Each  person  will 
be  able  to  repair  at  least  three  items. 

A  jewelry  sale  at  the  end  of  the  work- 
shop will  be  open  to  the  public,  and  tax- 
deductible  donations  accepted.  T^e  work- 
shop will  be  held  at  the  Ministry  on 
Saturday.  June  I .  from  9:30  to  1 1 :30  a.m., 
and  the  cost  is  $15. 

For  registration  and  more  information, 
call  282-2317.  Sign  up  early,  as  enroll- 
ment is  limited. 


A  Cafe  for  Dolores  Park 

At  their  April  10  meeting,  members  of 
the  Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 
voted  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  a  pro- 
posal to  open  a  cafe  in  nearby  Dolores 
Park.  They  hope  the  cafe  will  be  a  "posi- 
tive presence."  and  will  discourage  drug 
dealing  in  the  park,  located  at  19th  and 
Church  streets. 

Here's  some  background:  In  January, 
architect  Dave  Winslow  and  landscape 
architect  Jeffrey  Smith  brought  their  idea 
for  a  cafe  to  the  Parks  and  Recreation  De- 
partment. As  two  neighbors  of  Dolores 
Park,  both  men  fell  concerned  about  the 
increasingly  dilapidated,  circa- 1914 
clubhouse.  The  Parks  and  Recreation  De- 
partment, restricted  by  a  shrinking  bud- 
get and  lack  of  experience  in  cafe  man- 
agement, declined  to  offer  support. 


So  Winslow  and  Smith  brought  Ivan 
Munoz.  of  the  Mission  Economic  Devel- 
opment Association  (MEDA).  to  a  second 
meeting  with  Park  and  Rec,  where  it  was 
determined  that  the  cafe  could  be  a  part- 
nership among  small  neighborhood  busi- 
nesses, neighbors,  nonprofit  groups,  and 
the  city. 

According  to  the  proposed  plan,  the 
cafe  would  generate  enough  money  to 
keep  itself  going,  employing  four  to  six 
people,  probably  neighborhood  youth. 
Part  of  the  revenues  would  finance  main- 
tenance for  the  clubhouse.  Winslow  and 
Smith  have  donated  their  time  and  archi- 
tectural plans  for  the  project. 

The  cafe  would  be  housed  in  a  small 
structure  (not  yet  built)  adjacent  to  the 
clubhouse.  MEDA.  Winslow.  and  Smith 
envision  a  cafe  with  window  service  and 
an  attractive  terrace,  where  patrons  could 
sit  and  sip  a  latte.  Because  the  cafe  would 
not  have  a  kitchen,  local  restaurants 
would  supply  food  such  as  sandwiches, 
pastries,  salads,  and  snacks. 

Munoz  notes  that  the  cafe  could  even 
sell  sundries,  such  as  pooper-scoopers  for 
dogs,  and  suntan  lotion  for  those  who  in- 
tend to  stay  and  enjoy  the  rays.  He  also 
says  that  pan  of  the  cafe's  purpose  would 
be  to  "change  the  mix"  of  people  who  cur- 
rently hang  out  near  the  clubhouse. 

The  proposed  cafe  has  the  full  en- 
dorsement of  the  Police  Department  and 
the  Parks  and  Recreation  Department. 

The  next  step  isfundraising.  Munoz  es- 
timates that  the  groups  will  need  about 
$205,000  for  the  project,  including  reno- 
vations, construction,  landscaping,  and 
equipment.  They  are  looking  to  various 
foundations  for  resources  and  financial 
support,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  open  by 
early  1997. 

"We're  knocking  on  everyone's  door." 
Munoz  says.  If  you  would  like  to  help, 
give  him  a  call  at  282-3334. 


For  the  Mom  that  does 
EVERYTHING! 


XfusfForFun 

3982  ZAth  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
(415)285  4068 

a  new  variety  of 
cards,  gifts,  and  more 

now  featuring  a  great 
selection  of  furniture 
for  your  home. 

come  in  and  take  a  look 
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YOU  GOTTA  SMOG  IT! 

So  Smog  it  Here  and  SAVE  MONEY! 

WE 
SAVE 


$i695 

■   ^^^H  Plus  $7  Certificate 


CUP 
THIS  OR 
PAY  MORE 


Reg. 

$27.50  Certificate 


f 

HECK 


SMOd 
CHE( 

X 


DAN'S  SMOG  &  AUTO  SERVICE 
3865-24th  St.  282-1552 


St.  Clair's  liquor 

AND  FINE  WINE 

♦  Large  selection  of  domestic  &  imported  wines 

♦  Impressive  collection  of  spirits  (single  malt 
scotches,  bourbons,  &  Anejo  tequila) 

♦  Wide  array  of  domestic  &  imported  beers 

♦  Beer  kegs  (48  hours  advance  notice  please) 


3900  24th  Street 
at  Sanchez  Street 
282-4900 


Heineken  6  pk.  bottles  $5.99 
Corona  6  pk.  bottles  $5.99 
Molson       6  pk.  bottles  $3.99 


OUR  PRICES  ARE  THE  LOWEST  IN  NOE  VALLEY 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

^  Herb's  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  826-8937  or  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  am-3:00  pm 
Saturday  &  Sunday  7  am-4  pm 

SINCE  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


RECYCLING  FACTS 

•  Son  Franciscons  generate  more  ihon  700,000,000  pounds  of  pcper  woste  every  year 

•  More  than  400,000,000  pounds  of  pcper  waste  ends  up  in  tfie  landfill 
insteod  of  being  recycled 

•  For  every  ton  of  paper  recycled  back  Into  paper,  we: 

sove  1 7  -  23  trees 

sove  4, 1 00  kilowott  liouts  of  energy 
sove  7,000  gollons  of  water 
save  3.3  cubic  yords  of  landfill  space 
keep  60  pounds  of  pollutants  out  of  the  atmosphere 
Creole  more  jobs 

•  If  we  double  the  volume  of  paper  recycled  in  Son  Francisco  every  year  (from  1 50, 

save  more  than  3  million  trees  o  year 

save  half  o  million  cubic  yards  of  landfill  space 
save  more  than  one  billion  gallons  of  water 
keep  more  than  9  million  pounds  of  pollutants  out  of  the  otr 

•  Almost  oil  kinds  of  paper  can  be  recycled  through  curbside  and  apartment 
recycling  collection  in  San  Francisco 

You  (an  make  a  difference.  Recyde  your  paper. 


I  tons),  we'd: 


SwH  ffiici«co 

RECTaJNG 

For  more  mformation 
about  recycling  coll  the 
Recycling  Hotline  at 
5  5  4  -  6  1  9  3 


ROOT    FOR    THE    HOME  TEAM 


Pacific  Union 


I  am  not  going  to  give  you 

PRETTY  PICTURES 

AND 

CLEVER  SLOGANS 

I  will  just  give  you  great 
service  and  many  years  of 
experience  as  a  sales  leader 

Fred  Villanova 

474-6666  Ext.  205 

Senior  Marketing  Representative 

Pacific  Union 
Residential  Brokerage 

"We  Put  Clients  First" 


ERSHIP  AWARD  RECIPIENT 


RETAIL  •  WHOLESALE 


Featuring  hand-made 
Breads 
Pastries 
Cakes 
Cookies 
Wedding  Cakes 
Holiday  Specialties 


4073  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
TEL  (415)  550-1405 
FAX  (415)  550-1485 
open  weekdays  7-7 
weekends  8-6 
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Visit  from  Louise  Erdrich 


Louise  Erdrich  fans  should  mark  their 
calendars  for  1 1  a.m.  on  Saturday.  May  4, 
when  the  author  of  Love  Medicine  will 
sign  copies  of  her  two  latest  books. 
Grandmother's  Pigeon  and  Tales  of  Burn- 
ing Love,  at  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers, 
3910  24th  St. 

Grandmother's  Pigeon  (Hyperion, 
$15.95),  done  in  collaboration  with  illus- 
trator Jim  LaMarche — best  known  for  his 
illustrations  for  the  book  Rainhabies — is 
Erdrich 's  first  children's  book. 

Written  forchildren  ages  3  to  8,  the  sto- 
ry is  a  tale  involving  a  grandmother  who 
rides  a  dolphin  to  the  other  side  of  the 
worid.  Meanwhile,  her  grandchildren  dis- 
cover some  very  unusual  pigeon  eggs  in 
Grandma's  room. 

In  addition  to  Love  Medicine.  Erdrich 
is  the  author  of  Blue  Jay's  Dance,  a  non- 
fiction  book  about  being  a  mother;  sev- 
eral collections  of  poetry;  and  a  number 
of  other  novels,  including  Bingo  Palace 
and  The  Beet  Queen. 

According  to  Cover  to  Cover's  events 
coordinator  Susan  Talbotl,  Erdrich's  new 
novel.7a/es  of  Burning  Love  ($25),  is  the 
story  of  five  Great  Plains  women  whose 
lives  are  connected  through  one  man. 

Jamestown  Volunteer  Honored 

Paul  Nixon,  a  resident  of  Fair  Oaks 
Street,  received  a  Golden  Rule  Award 
from  the  J.C.  Penney  Foundation  on  April 
16  for  his  volunteer  work  on  behalf  of 
Jamestown  Community  Center. 

The  center,  located  at  3531  22nd  St. 
(within  Edison  Elementary  School),  pro- 
vides educational  and  recreational  activ- 
ities for  West  Mission  and  Noe  Valley 
youth  age  8  to  1 8.  It  also  offers  health  care 
services,  camping  trips,  mentoring  pro- 
grams, and  theater  and  sports  programs. 

"The  award  is  really  for  the  whole  Fair 
Oaks  neighborhood  effort."  says  Nixon, 
who  has  been  involved  with  Jamestown 
for  more  than  10  years. 

In  1989,  when  the  center  was  almost 
shut  down.  Nixon  led  the  Fair  Oaks 
Neighbors  to  organize  a  coalition  of 
young  people,  families,  and  businesses  to 
lobby  city  government  for  support.  He 
also  raised  small  grants  from  various  city 
organizations,  and  he  organized  neigh- 
borhood volunteers  to  keep  the  sports  and 
drop-in  recreation  programs  going. 

Nixon  continues  to  donate  10  to  15 
hours  a  week  at  Jamestown.  He  also  notes 
that  the  annual  Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  will 
take  place  on  Saturday.  May  1 1 .  from  9 
a.m.  to  6  p.m..  and  that  part  of  the  mon- 
ey raised  at  the  fair  will  go  to  Jamestown. 

If  you  would  like  to  get  involved  with 
tutoring,  coaching,  or  fundraising,  call 


Soccer  Champions:  Horace  Mann  finished  an  undefeated  season  this  year  with  a  1-0 
overtime  win  over  James  Lick.  Says  Horace  Mann  coach  Mike  Beltran,  "Coach  Ray  Ponce  of 
Lick  and  I  agree  this  was  an  excellent  final  game  between  the  two  best  teams  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco middle  schools."  Shown  standing  from  left  to  right  are  victors  Russ  McDougall,  Seth 
Quaidachy-Swan.  Monte  Cervantes.  Max  Duenas.  Anthony  Black.  Alejandro  Ramirez.  Ed  Por- 
tillo,  German  Lopez.  Tomas  Duran.  Roberto  Duran.  and  Coach  Mike  Beltran.  Sitting  are  Jose 
Ramirez,  Mogens  Molina,  Quinn  McEntee,  Joe  Banderas,  Cameron  Carter.  Santino  Parrulli. 


Upper  Noe'sTeam  Spirit:  Three  teams  pressing  the  court  at  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center — the  Celtics.  Bruins,  and  Hoopsters — had  "terrific  seasons"  this  year,  reports  recre- 
ation supervisor  Kevin  Black.  The  Celtics  were  runnersup  to  Portola  Park  in  the  city  cham- 
pionship game  at  Kezar  Pavilion,  but  that  was  after  being  I  l-and-under  champs  two  years  in 
a  row.  '94  and  "95,  Standing,  left  to  right,  are  Kenny  Fudge.  Jason  Gomez.  Judd  Hendrix.  Daniel 
Howard.  Tony  Padmore.  Nayo  Fuentes,  Bobby  Barnes,  and  Reed  Harrington  (coach).  Kneel- 
ing are  Royce  Miller.  Andrew  Kappahn.  Joey  Curtin,  and  David  Mercado.  Photo  by  Kevin  Black 


Jamestown's  program  director,  Katie 
Brackenridge.  at  647-4709. 

And  again,  congratulations  to  Paul 
Nixon! 

City  Walking  Tours 

City  Guides,  a  program  of  the  Friends 
of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  cel- 
ebrates the  grand  opening  of  the  new 
Main  Library  with  more  than  140  free 
walking  lours  around  the  city  this  month, 
including  walks  in  Noe  Valley  and  sur- 
rounding neighborhoods. 

The  I  '/2-  to  2-hour  walks  are  led  by 
trained  volunteer  guides,  who  will  clue 
you  in  on  the  history,  architecture,  legend, 
and  lore  of  each  neighborhood. 

A  Noe  Valley  walk.  "Noe  Valley:  Tra- 
ditions and  Transitions."  is  scheduled  for 
Saturday,  May  25.  at  1 1  a.m.  Participants 
will  meet  at  the  comer  of  25th  and  Noe 


streets,  and  from  there  take  off  to  explore 
everything  from  gingerbread  Victorians 
to  popular  shops  and  cafes. 

If  you'd  like  to  find  out  more  about  the 
neighborhood  after  the  tour  is  over,  ask 
your  guide  for  a  suggested  reading  list — 
there  will  be  one  available  at  every  tour. 

Nearby  walks  are  scheduled  in  the 
Fairmount  District  (Sunday,  May  5,  10 
a.m..  Glen  Park  Library),  the  Liberty  Hill 
area  (Sunday,  May  5.  2  p.m..  comer  of 
Liberty  and  Dolores),  and  in  Glen  Park 
(Sunday,  May  26,  10  a.m..  Glen  Park  Li- 
brary), as  well  as  in  the  Mission  and 
Duboce  Triangle  neighborhoods. 

You  can  pick  up  a  schedule  of  all  May 
walks  at  any  public  library  branch,  or  by 
sending  a  stamped,  self -addressed  enve- 
lope to  City  Guides,  c/o  Friends  of  the 
S.F.  Public  Library.  Main  Library,  Civic 
Center.  San  Francisco.  CA  94102.  For  a 
recorded  tour  schedule,  call  557-4266. 


Donate  Food  by  Mail 

The  mailman  (or  woman)  will  have  an 
extra  load  on  Saturday.  May  1 1 ,  when  the 
National  Association  of  Letter  Carriers 
kicks  off  a  food  drive  to  benefit  the  San 
Francisco  Food  Bank.  Nonperishable 
food  donations,  such  as  cans  of  tuna  or 
soup,  can  be  left  near  your  mailbox  for 
pickup  that  day. 

The  donations  will  then  be  delivered  to 
the  Food  Bank,  which  needs  volunteers 
to  help  stock  truckloads  of  food  at  its 
warehouse  at  333  Illinois  St.  (near  Third 
Street).  Volunteer  shifts  on  May  1 1  are 
from  3  to  6  p.m.  and  from  6  to  9  p.m. 

The  San  Francisco  Food  Bank  requests 
high-protein  foods,  but  any  nonperish- 
able food  in  a  non-glass  container  is  wel- 
come. About  300  agencies,  including  St, 
Anthony's.  Project  Open  Hand,  and 
Meals  on  Wheels,  shop  for  food  at  the 
Food  Bank. 

If  you  can  help,  call  the  San  Francisco 
Food  Bank  957-1076. 

Meanwhile,  the  Food  Bank's  "Free- 
dom from  Hunger"  food  drive  is  June  1 1 , 
with  all-day  coverage  on  KGO-TV  and 
radio  from  the  Marina  Safeway.  Look  for 
donation  barrels  at  all  Safeway  stores 
throughout  the  month  of  June. 

Also,  if  you  would  like  to  raise  funds 
for  the  Food  Bank  and  enjoy  a  gourmet 
dinner  at  the  same  time,  consider  the 
Food  Bank's  "Chef's  Night  at  Home" 
program.  A  top  chef  in  the  city  will  do- 
nate his  or  her  services  and  cook  dinner 
for  you  and  20  to  30  guests  at  your  house. 
Each  guest  pays  $150  to  anend  the  din- 
ner party,  and  all  proceeds  benefit  the 
Food  Bank. 

Not  enough  chairs?  The  Food  Bank 
will  find  a  charming  dining  space  that  can 
accommodate  all  of  your  friends.  Hosts 
are  needed!  Call  the  Food  Bank's  special 
events  coordinator,  Lydia  Johnson,  at 
957-1076. 

Health  Clinic  Opens 

A  new  health  clinic.  Excelsior  Group 
Healthcare  for  Women  and  Children, 
opens  this  month  at  4434  Mission  St..  at 
the  comer  of  Francis  Street.  The  medical 
group,  founded  by  U.C.  San  Francisco 
and  San  Francisco  General  Hospital,  is 
especially  geared  for  residents  in  Noe 
Valley.  Glen  Park,  the  Mission.  Bemal 
Heights,  and  Excelsior  neighborhoods. 

An  ob-gyn.  pediatrician,  and  certified 
nurse  midwife,  all  of  whom  are  bilingual 
(Spanish.  Cantonese,  or  Mandarin),  will 
be  on  the  medical  staff. 

Women  will  be  able  to  receive  routine 
care,  including  pap  smears,  breast  exams, 
mammograms,  and  prenatal  care.  Babies 
bom  to  clinic  patients,  as  well  as  other 
children  in  the  community,  will  be  able  to 
receive  primary  care. 

For  more  information,  call  406- 1 353. 

This  month's  Short  Takes  were  written 
and  compiled  by  Anne  Gales  and  Jane 
Underwood. 


Buyers  &  Sellers: 

call  me  about 


The  la 


/%  Solutions! 


474-1 607 


Hippard  8t  Associates  Real  Estate 
301  Jersey  St.,  San  Francisco  94114 


Is  this  HERB  CAEN's  Year  or  Wbatl 

(1)  Happy  80th  Birthday.  (2)  Congratulations  on  your 
Pulitzer  Prize.  (3)  Thank  you  for  mentioning  LITTLE  ITALY. 
(No,  we  are  not  a  24-hour  restaurant.) 
No  wonder  he  LOOOVES  this  town. 


f  :4-i.i 


RISTORANTE 

FRIENDS  DINE  FREE! 

One  entree  of  equal  or  lesser  value  is  FREE 
5:30-6:30  pm,  Monday -Thursday      4109  24th  Street  •  821-1515 
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5  Classes  for  $15 

(new  students  only) 

Edison  School,  22nd  &  Dolores 
M  6pm.  Jum  5:30  &  6;45pni.  W  6:30  pm,  Sat  9  &  10:15am 

For  more  info  call  415  675-0409  or  1-800  FIT  IS  IT 


^0^  VAU^^ 

^  LAW 
OFFICES 


ROBERT  T.  RODDICK 

Attorney -at 'Law 

1330  Castro  at  24th  Street 

phone:  (415)  641-8687 
fax:  (415)  641-4737 
e-mail:  noelaw@aol.com 

FREE  ESTATE  CONSULTATION 
LIVING  TRUSTS  •  WILLS  •  PROBATE 
DURABLE  POWERS  OF  ATTORNEY 
PERSONAL  INJURY  •  AUTO  ACCIDENTS 
SLIP  &  FALL  ACCIDENTS 


PERSONAL  MAILBOXES 


SECURE 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONSISTENT 


SPECIAL  RENTAL  RATES 


3  Months  (MiN.)  6  Months 

Small      $39  $78 

Medium      $54  $108 

Large      $84  $168 


12  Months 
$130 
$180 
$280 


Services  Provided  with  Mail  Box  Rental: 

Use  of  Street  address  •  UPS  and  other  carriers'  packages  received  for  you 
Call  in  mail  check  •  24-hour  access*  •  Mail  forwarding* 


Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104-24th  Street  (at  Castro) 


Mon-Fri  8ani-6pm  •  Sat  10am-5pm 
(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 

'Deposits  required  Aii  rates  subject  to  change  without  notice 


UPS  &  FEDERAL  EXPRESS  AUTHORIZED  SHIPPING  OUTLET 


COLOR 
COPIES 


Mail  Box  Rentals 
UPS/FED  EX/DHL 
Shipping  Supplies 
Moving  Supplies 
Custom  Packing 


Other  Services 

Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Voice  Mail 
Fingerprinting 
Computer  Rentals 


High  Speed  Copiers 
Fax  Service 
Spiral  Binding 
Business  Cards 
Rubber  Stamps 


UPS  &  FEDERAL  EXPRESS  AUTHORIZED  SHIPPING  OUTLET 


Mail  Boxes  Etc. 

4104-24th  Street  (at  Castro) 


Mon-Fri  8am-6pm  •  Sat  10am-5pm 
(415)  824-1070  •  Fax  (415)  824-1072 


DeadBase  IX 
Now 

In  Stock! 


Cyber  Shop 


FOR 


DEADHEADS 


T-Shirts,  CD's 
Books,  Percussion 
Screensavers! 


on  the  Internet: 


vtfww.ggould.com/rosery 


on  AOL: 


keyword:  gdstore 
by  phone: 


415/759-5199 


Visa/Mastercard  OK 


<i(iOUl».(OID 
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STORE 
TREK 


By  Melanie  Norden 

What  should  no  Noe  Valleon  be  with- 
out these  days?  According  lo  the  newest 
stores  in  the  neighborhood,  the  answer  is; 
bagels,  fruit  smoothies,  vintage  furniture, 
computers  classes,  and,  of  course,  a  web 
page  on  the  Internet. 

The  Posh  Bagel 
3933  24th  St. 
643-9634 

I  scream,  you  scream,  we  all  scream 
for. ..bagels.  And  in  response  to  this 
seemingly  endless  Noe  Valley  demand. 
The  Posh  Bagel  Inc.  opened  its  doors  on 
Feb.  28,  in  the  space  vacated  by  Double 
Rainbow  Ice  Cream,  mid-block  between 
Noe  and  Sanchez, 

Posh  Bagel's  daily  handiwork  Imme- 
diately greets  your  eyes  and  nose.  The 
store  offers  1 8  varieties  of  steamed  bagels 
daily,  from  blueberry  and  chocolate  chip 
to  jalapeno.  whole  wheat  egg.  and  the 
popular  house  specialty,  asiago  bagels 
(made  with  onion  dough,  then  sprinkled 
with  Italian  asiago  cheese). 

The  shop  also  serves  up  deli  sand- 
wiches, sliced  lox,  handmade  bialys 
(plain  bagel  dough,  flattened  out,  sprin- 
kled with  onion,  poppyseed,  and  salt  and 
pepper,  then  baked  rather  than  steamed  or 
boiled),  and  three  different  fresh-roasted 
coffees — "mocha  Java,  French  roast,  de- 
caf, and  a  flavor  we  change  daily."  says 
manager  Gerry  Pryle. 

The  establishment  has  table  seating  in- 
side, surrounded  by  two  murals  on  the 
walls,  one  which  captures  a  view  of  Noe 
Valley  with  24th  Street  and  Twin  Peaks 
in  the  background.  Both  were  cre- 
ated expressly  for  the  Noe  Valley  store, 
notes  Pryle.  who  began  his  cooking  ca- 
reer at  nearby  Panos'  Restaurant  just  over 
a  decade  ago. 

"With  the  tables  inside  and  the  benches 
outside,  we're  looking  to  encourage  a  so- 
cial scene  here,"  he  adds. 

So  far.  it  seems  to  be  working.  "We've 
been  warmly  welcomed  into  the  neigh- 
borhood," says  Pryle.  "And  we'll  be  hav- 
ing a  grand  opening  May  I  through  May 
7.  with  freebies,  balloons,  and  some  fun 
events,  since  we  didn't  have  a  big  to-do 
when  our  doors  first  opened.  It's  our  way 
of  saying  thanks." 

Posh  Bagel  is  open  Monday  through 
Saturday,  7  a.m.  to  7  p.m..  and  Sunday 
from  7  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  "We're  open  365 
days  a  year.  I  guess  that's  366  this  year," 
Pryle  laughs. 

Gypsy  Honeymoon 
3599  24th  St. 
821-1713 

"People  still  slop  by  asking  where  Small 
Press  Traffic  went."  says  Renee  Landry, 
who  in  January  opened  her  "buy,  trade, 
and  consignment"  shop.  Gypsy  Honey- 
moon, in  the  space  formerly  occupied  by 
the  poetry  bookstore  at  the  comer  of  Guer- 
rero and  24th.  The  shop  sells  antique  fur- 
niture, collectibles,  and  vintage  clothing. 

Landry  and  her  partner.  David  Mer- 
hige,  are  both  collectors,  and  their  store 
reflects  it.  "I  don't  want  to  say  our  tastes 
are  eclectic,  although  they  are.  but  whim- 
sical better  describes  our  selection."  says 
Landry.  "When  we  see  something  we 
like,  we  try  and  make  it  work  " 

Gypsy  Honeymoon  is  chock  full  of 
memorabilia  —  from  nding  crops  and 
hats  to  manual  typewriters,  1940s  suit- 
cases, and  fireplace  accessories.  The  fur- 
niture ranges  from  a  painted  dresser  for 
$125  to  a  marble  mantle  tor  $1,800. 

Landry  and  Merhige  display  their 
goods  with  flair,  creating  small  vignettes 


of  consignment  items,  artfully  arranged 
with  their  own  treasures  and  gems,  as 
well  as  handblown,  one-of-a-kind  "art 
glass"  vases  and  lamps  from  Lundburg 
Studio.  "I'm  almost  sad  when  something 
gels  sold,"  admits  Landry. 

She  and  Merhige  design  and  make 
their  own  line  of  '40s-style  dresses,  with 
a  Gypsy  Honeymoon  label.  "We  start 
with  new  fabrics,  and  wash  them  to  get 
that  vintage  look."  Landry  says.  "People 
would  be  surprised  to  see  how  much  work 
goes  into  them." 

Gypsy  Honeymoon  is  open  from  1  to 
8  p.m..  Tuesday  through  Friday,  and  noon 
to  7  p.m.,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  "We  were 
a  little  worried  about  parking  at  first," 
Landry  says,  "but  people  really  walk  in 
this  neighborhood." 


Gypsy  Honeymoon  owner  Renee  Landry, 
who  also  designs  a  line  of  "405  clothing,  finds 
ic  hard  to  part  with  some  of  her  treasures. 


Mementos 

1201A  Guerrero  St. 

642-5990 

Mementos,  located  next  door  to  Gypsy 
Honeymoon  at  Guerrero  and  24th  Street, 
opened  in  early  February.  The  shop  spe- 
cializes in  '30s  and  '40s  furniture,  rang- 
ing from  such  pieces  as  a  desk  with  a 
built-in  Corona  typewriter,  to  armoires 
and  Art  Deco  vanity  tables  with  mirrors. 

The  armoires.  notes  store  manager  Ed- 
ward Cook,  "especially  the  ones  we've 
collected  from  the  local  bed-and-break- 
fasts,  which  were  originally  used  for 
linens."  come  in  handy  when  people  are 
looking  for  practical  closet  storage. 

Mementos  also  carries  art  nouveau 
prints,  paintings,  and  bric-a-brac,  as  well 
as  dolls  and  signed  movie  memorabilia, 
ranging  in  price  from  $3  for  an  old 
kitchen  utensil  to  $  1 ,000  for  a  Galle  vase. 

"This  is  really  an  up-and-coming  area, 
especially  on  this  comer."  says  Cook. 

Hours  are  1  to  8  p.m.,  Monday  through 
Thursday;  1  lo  7:30  p.m..  Friday:  and 
noon  to  7  p.m.,  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

Tom  &  Dave's  .luice  It! 
3901  24th  St. 
206-9091 

The  southwest  corner  at  24th  and 
Sanchez  has  been  a  tight  squeeze  since 
March  13,  when  Tom  &  Dave's  Juice  It! 
began  serving  its  fresh  fruit  smoothies. 
Noe  Valley  residents  and  tourists  alike 
lined  up  outside  for  the  caffeine  alterna- 
tive, offered  in  36  fruit  combinations. 

The  menu  is  grouped  into  four  basic 
categories  of  smoothie — citrus,  berry, 
tropical,  and  exotic — with  offerings  such 
as  Wild  Thing  {blueberries,  peaches,  ap- 
ples, and  pineapple),  Cherrianna,  Straw- 
berry Fields,  and  Paradise  Found  (co- 
conut, pineapple,  honey,  and  sn-awbemes). 

"Mango  Mania  is  my  current  favorite." 
says  owner  Tom  Burwell.  "Dave's  is 
Boysenberry  Bonanza." 

In  addition  to  fruits,  patrons  can  order 
a  variety  of  "nutritional  catalysts."  such 
as  Viiaboost  and  Muscle  Aide,  to  add  to 
their  shakes. 

Burwell  and  his  partner,  Dave  Allen, 
first  met  at  U.C.  Davis  on  the  tennis  team. 


Blenders  are  buzzing  at  Tom  &  Dave's  Juice 
It!,  newly  opened  at  the  corner  of  24th  and 
Sanchez  streets.   P/iolos  by  Chorhi  Kennord 


and  then  traveled  together  on  the  profes- 
sional tennis  circuit  before  setting  up 
shop  on  24th  Street.  The  two  were  turned 
on  to  juicing  by  another  tennis  pro,  who 
also  introduced  them  to  his  vitamin  sup- 
plements. Immediately  hooked,  they 
started  carrying  their  own  juicers.  "Some- 
times you  travel  to  places  where  the  food 
doesn't  exactly  agree  with  you.  so  this 
was  a  great  alternative,"  recalls  Burwell. 

Patrons  at  Tom  and  Dave's  shout  out 
their  orders  over  the  buzz  of  the  juicers, 
then  stand  back  to  watch  as  their  personal 
smoothie  is  blended  to  taste.  "If  you  want 
it  less  thick,  or  a  nondairy  version — how- 
ever you  prefer  it — ^just  ask,"  advises  Bur- 
well. 

The  drinks  range  in  price  from  $2.95 
to  $3.95  for  a  24-ounce  serving.  Fresh- 
squeezed  orange  or  carrot  juice  is  also 
available  from  $1.40  for  an  8-ounce  cup. 
to  $3.30  for  a  32-ounce  mega  dose. 

Wheatgrass  "shots"  (95  cents  for  an 
ounce)  contain  the  nutritional  equivalent, 
says  Allen,  of  2'/2  pounds  of  vegetables. 
"It's  one  of  the  richest  natural  sources  of 
vitamins,  and  has  29  of  the  102  minerals 
found  in  soil."  he  says.  "But  it's  an  ac- 
quired taste."  he  admits  with  a  grin. 

Both  men  are  impressed  with  their 
juice  bar's  reception  in  Noe  Valley.  "We 
didn't  imagine  we'd  meet  so  many  peo- 
ple so  quickly."  Burwell  says.  "All  these 
fiower  arrangements  are  from  local  busi- 
nesses, and  other  merchants  stop  by  to  ask 
if  we  need  anything."  he  adds.  "I  live  in 
the  Marina,  and  I  don't  even  know  my 
next-door  neighbor,  but  I've  met  so  many 
people  in  Noe  Valley  already." 

Allen  currently  lives  in  Sausalilo.  but 
is  actively  hunting  for  a  place  in  Noe  Val- 
ley. Anyone  have  any  leads? 

Tom  &  Dave's  Juice  It!  is  open  Mon- 
day through  Friday  from  7  a.m.  to  10 
p.m.,  and  Saturday  and  Sunday.  8  a.m.  to 
10  p.m.  Phone  orders  are  welcome. 

@eon 

1326  Castro  St. 
642-9697 

http://www.aeonmedia.com 

@eon,  a  computer  learning  center  on 
Castro  Street  nestled  between  Hamano 
Sushi  and  Allure,  celebrated  its  grand 
opening  Feb  5.  The  center  offers  Macin- 


tosh computer  classes  and  renials.  a 
course  in  World  Wide  Web  site  design, 
scanning  and  laser  printing,  plus  data 
archiving  lo  CD-ROM. 

Owner  Jim  Grady,  a  former  high 
school  teacher,  has  created  a  state-of-the- 
art  classroom,  neatly  and  comfortably 
filled  with  PowerMac  computers,  a  high- 
end  scanner  workstation,  and  shelves 
packed  with  the  latest  software. 

Grady  and  his  team— educational  di- 
rector Ray  Lai,  network  specialist  David 
Golden,  and  art  director  Yong  Yi  —  offer 
Internet  and  software  instruction  for  chil- 
dren as  well  as  adults.  They're  especially 
proud  of  Project  (S)eon.  "an  ongoing  ex- 
ploration developed  especially  for  kids," 
which  features  a  series  of  four  1 1/2-hour 
Saturday  classes  for  $95. 

"One  of  the  reasons  we  chose  Noe  Val- 
ley was  that  we  wanted  a  safe  place  where 
parents  felt  comfortable  dropping  their 
kids  for  classes,"  says  Grady. 

Each  child  has  his  or  her  own  com- 
puter, and  can  design  a  personal  web  page 
with  photos,  drawings,  and  text.  "While 
they  go  through  the  steps  of  scanning  in 
pictures  and  writing  text,  the  kids  are  ac- 
tually building  practical  skills  in  graphics 
and  word  processing,"  says  Grady. 

If  you're  not  sure  your  child  will  take 
to  the  new  tech,  you  may  want  to  let  him 
or  her  try  out  an  hour-long  "Launchpad" 
session  (free  through  June  I;  $25  there- 
after). Instructor  Lai  gives  each  child  a 
personal  tour  of  the  facility,  as  well  as  as- 
sesses individual  talents  and  skill  levels. 

Adult  "standard"  classes  include  m- 
struction  in  Microsoft  Word,  Excel.  Quick- 
Books,  and  web  page  design,  ranging  in 
price  from  $79  (for  two  workshops)  to 
$149  (four  workshops).  Adult  "design" 
classes,  in  such  programs  as  Photoshop 
and  QuarkXPress,  start  at  $69  for  one 
three-hour  class.  Most  sessions  take  place 
weeknights  after  6  p.m. 

"We'd  also  like  to  link  the  skills,  tal- 
ents, and  creativity  of  Noe  Valley  people 
with  the  online  world,"  says  Grady,  who 
is  currently  discussing  plans  with  Apple 
Computer  to  collaborate  on  building  a 
"virtual"  Noe  Valley,  which  will  allow  In- 
ternet users  to  navigate  via  computer 
throughout  the  neighborhood. 

"A  window  on  your  screen  would  show 
a  picture  of  Noe  Valley,  say.  someplace 
on  24th  Street,"  explains  Grady,  "and  you 
would  be  able  lo  click  on  it  lo  see  a  360- 
degree  panoramic  view  of  that  place.  You 
click  on  different  'nodes'  to  look  at  dif- 
ferent scenes."  The  first  couple  of  nodes 
should  be  functioning  by  June  1 .  and  will 
be  accessible  through  @eon's  web  site: 
www.aeonmedia.com. 

Grady  also  intends  to  focus  on  "bring- 
ing the  wired  world  to  the  unwired."  by 
working  with  seniors  groups  and  non- 
profits, and  offering  them  discounts 
through  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  and  lo- 
cal schools. 

@eon  is  open  from  noon  to  11  p.m.. 
Monday  through  Friday,  and  noon  to  8 
p.m.,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  center 
also  has  three  computers  available  for 
hourly  rental. 


FRIENDS  DINE  FREE! 

RISTORANTE 

One  entree  of  equal  or  lesser  value  is  FREE 
5:30-6:30  pm,  Monday -Thursday 
4109  24th  Street  821-1515 
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CLOBAL  EXCHANGE 

THIRD  WORLD  CRAFT  CENTER 
NOW  CELEBRATINC  OUR  5TH  ANNIVERSARY! 


3900  i4TH 
STREET 
AT  SANCHEZ 

C415)  648-8068 


OPEN 

MON-SAT 

10:30-6:30 

SUNDAY 

10:30-6:00 


Global  Exchange  is  a  non-profit  alternative  trade  store  working  to 
build  economic  and  social  justice  from  the  bottom  up. 


MAY  IS 

BETTER  HEARING  AND  SPEECH  MONTH 

A  chiid  of  three  can  usually  be  understood  without  difficulty 
Children  with  delayed  speech  have  difficulty  learning  to  make 
cerlain  speech  sounds  and  are  often  difficult  to  understand 

Children  should  be  using  words  by  18  months  and  two-word 
sentences  by  age  two  By  12  months,  children  should  respond  to 
simple  requests  and  follow  simple  directions  Difficulty  in  these 
areas  may  indicate  delayed  language. 

If  a  child  does  not  respond  to  sounds  in  the  environment  or  to 
speech,  heanng  should  be  evaluated  by  an  audiologlst 

If  a  child  IS  not  talking  like  children  of  the  same  age.  the  child 
should  be  evaluated  by  a  speech-language  pathologist. 


Barbara  K.  Rockman,  Ph.D. 

Speech-Language  Pathologist 
363  Jersey  St.  •  415-550-8255 


Communication  is  the 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

THE  TAX 

Members:  National  Association 

Managers 

Haven't  filed  your  tax  return  yet? 
Received  that  dreaded  IRS  letter? 
Questions  about  starting  your  new  business? 

WE  ARE  HERE  TO  HELP! 
Call  TODAY  for  an  appointment  with 
Your  Local  Tax  Professionals! 


300  Vicksburg  St.,  #1,  SF 

(comer  of  24th  near  Church  St.) 


821-3200 


backyards 

Gardens  to  Remembar 

bviding  all  manner  of  garden 
design  aa<i  construction  services  - 


stonework 
wst«r  features 
lighting 
•  rrigettofi 

consult  anon 
C6  iicens*  »  37fi9SO 


415  550-6830 


THERE'S   NO   PLACE   LIKE  HOME 


Happy  Dan 

Boneless 


RABESnSU?   Chicken  Breast 

11^        "I/SaS       B<m€  in  ftg  4.99  lb. 

$3.99  lb. 


The  Bemal  Deli 
Mexican  Com  & 
Barley  Salad 

ftl  319  Ik 

Black  Bean  Salad 

«|  2  99  Ik 


$3.29  lb. 
$2.49  lb. 


iMUY 
SABROSO! 

*i>— 1 1QOX  Mr»l  miti  ttuff. 


Casa  Sanchez 
Tortilla  Chips 

16  ot    rtf  2  39 

$1.99 

Fresh  Salsas 

16  01.  -Ttg  2.69 

$2.39 


Sal9  Prlcoa  Btfectlve 
May  2  -  May  26,  1996 


RO'YA-L 
Lonesome 


Royal  Lonesome 

Natural  Smoked  Bacon 

No  Nilr»ta 
8  01    ttf  4.99 


$4.39 


Main 

French  Toast 

Homtstyit  or  Afplt  CinnMmon 
U  Ot    r(|  2^9 

$2.49 


Frozen  Lasagna 

Family  Sizt 
40  01.  r(|9  99 


$7.99 


Clover  Daily 
Lowfat  Milk 

Gsllon  ftt  2-69 


$2.39 

Store  Hours 


Monday  -  Saturday 
9:00  am  -  8:00  pm 

Sundays 
10:00  am  -  6:00  pm 


We  Accept 


ATM  Cards 
MasterCard  &  Visa 
Cash  &  Checks 
Food  Stamps 


ATM 


MountmnSuni 

Mountain  Sun 

Cherry  Cider 

32  oz.  rig  2.79  ta. 
Ntl  S1.86  ea. 


Buy  2,  Get  1  FREE  | 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Lemonades 

All  Varieties 
32  01. -rcf  1.99 


$1.59 


Crystal  Geyser 
Juice  Squeeze 

23-9  01.  r(|  Jl  45 
.  CRV 


99C 


Barbara's 

Cheese  Puff  Bakes 

5.5  01.  rtg  1S9 


B 


A  R  B  A  R  A 


■s\ 


$1.29 


Fresh  Cut  Cheese  J  J  7Q  |b 

Mild  Cheddar  Cheese  * 

■nt3.S9lk. 

!::?f;,:^"''  $3.29  ib. 


Panda  Bear 
Licorice  Bars 

Origtnat  or  RMspkerry 
M  01.  re$  49c 


39c 


Annie's  of  Vermont 
Salad  Dressings 

8  01.  rtg  2  99 

$1.99 


Chatham  Village 
Salad  Croutons 

5  01.  teg  1.99 

$1.39 


l^Casbah 


r 


Casbah 

Potato  Latke  Mix 

6  ot.  rtg  1.89  ca. 


Buy  1,  Get  1  FREE 


Greene's 

Organic  Refried 
Beans 

Ult  or  RtguUr 
16  ot.  rtg  1J9 


99C 


448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  94 11 0 


Free  Parking 
Across  the  Street 
In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot  I 
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Colorful  House  on  Clipper 

Somewhere 
Under  the 
Rainbow 

By  Maire  Farrington 

If  you've  ever  had  occasion  to  travel 
along  Clipper  Street  between  Diamond 
and  Douglass,  you  probably  couldn't  help 
but  notice  a  certain  "Stick"  Victorian  (so 
named  because  of  its  vertical  lines  and 
lack  of  bay  windows)  on  the  south  side  of 
the  block.  This  particular  house  staiids  out 
from  all  the  rest  because  of  its  unique 
paint  job — one  that  contains  every  color 
of  the  rainbow. 

Twenty-four-year  Noe  Valley  resident 
Sam  Geffner,  owner  of  the  building 
known  by  many  locals  as  the  "Rainbow 
House."  is  happy  to  recount  what  he 
knows  about  the  history  of  the  house,  as 
well  as  his  reasons  for  painting  such  a 
broad  spectrum. 

"It  was  built  around  1880  at  a  site  south 
of  Market  Street,"  he  says.  "When  it  sur- 
vived the  1906  Earthquake  and  Fire,  it 
was  one  of  the  only  houses  left  standing 
on  the  block." 

Shortly  after  the  quake,  Geffner  notes, 
the  building  was  moved  by  horse-drawn 
rollers  to  its  present  site,  in  order  to  make 
room  for  a  large  construction  project. 
Clipper  Street  wasn't  yet  paved  at  the 
time. 

"There  was  a  stream  that  seasonally  ran 
down  this  unpaved  dirt  road."  Geffner 
says.  "The  house  was  hauled  up  in  the  dry 
season  and  put  on  a  rather  poor  founda- 
tion. It  was  the  property  of  a  French  wom- 
an [Marie  Lacombe],  who  was  quite  ec- 
centric in  her  later  years.  My  neighbor 
John  told  me  that  he  remembers,  as  a  boy. 
jumping  across  the  fence  to  steal  plums 
from  the  trees  in  her  back  yard.  And  the 
woman,  who  was  then  quite  old,  chased 
him  with  a  broom  back  across  the  fence." 

Lacombe  occupied  the  house  until 
1978.  when  she  was  taken  to  live  in  a  rest 
home. 

Geffner.  who  lived  on  Vicksburg  Street 
at  the  time,  then  purchased  the  property, 
which  had  been  remodeled  after  its  relo- 
cation. "It  probably  had  been  a  single- 
family  residence,"  Geffner  says,  "but  they 
constructed  three  additional  rooms  and 
made  it  into  a  two-family  house. 

"I  found  the  bill  for  the  lumber.  It 
amounted  to  Vli  horse-drawn  cans' 


In  the  late  70s.  therapist  Sam  Geffner  painted  his  Clipper  Street  house  starting  with  pink  at 
the  bonom  and  progressing  to  dark  blue  ac  the  top.  Photo  6y  Torn  Wochs 


worth  of  2-by-4  siding  and  beams,  and  it 
cost  $65." 

When  Geffner  bought  the  house,  it  was 
sitting  on  a  shaky  wooden  foundation  that 
had  almost  rotted  away.  To  rebuild  it,  he 
had  to  first  clear  out  the  basement,  which 
led  to  "a  horrendously  huge  garage  sale. 
It  was  magnificent." 

Lacombe,  he  notes,  "had  hoarded 
many  things  as  she  got  older — toilet  pa- 
per, soap,  rubber  bands,  stockings  —  all 
those  things  that  were  scarce  during  the 
war  years.  And  there  were  barrels  and 
barrels  of  wine-making  equipment — oak 
barrels  and  hundreds  of  wine  bottles. 
Clearly  somebody  had  been  doing  some 
big-lime  wine  brewing  down  there." 

Once  he  finished  the  foundation  in  the 
spring  of  '78.  Geffner  began  work  on  the 
facade. 


"I  actually  did  the  painting  myself."  he 
says.  "I  wanted  a  house  with  a  multicol- 
ored paint  job,  but  because  it's  a  Stick 
Victorian,  there's  really  not  a  lot  of  trim 
for  painting  contrasting  colors.  I  figured 
if  1  was  going  to  get  a  lot  of  colors  on  it, 
the  thing  to  do  was  to  make  use  of  the  hor- 
izontal boards." 

Geffner  got  his  creative  juices  flowing, 
and  mixed  his  primary  colors — softened 
by  some  extra  white  —  until  he  came  up 
with  "pretty  much  every  shade  of  the  rain- 
bow," which  he  then  applied,  one  after  an- 
other, to  each  horizontal  panel. 

"I  painted  from  morning  till  night  for 
three  days  straight  to  complete  the  job," 
he  recalls.  "It  was  a  pretty  meticulous 
kind  of  painting." 

He  found  that  his  work  drew  quite  a  bit 
of  attention  from  passersby.  "I  noticed 


that  at  rush  hour  each  day,  when  the  street 
traffic  was  busy,  people  would  drive  up 
and  down  the  street,  and  they  would  look 
up  to  see  what  was  happening  with  this 
scaffolded  house. 

"The  first  day  they  looked  up  with 
some  curiosity,  the  second  day  they 
looked  up  with  enthusiasm,  and  a  couple 
of  them  waved.  On  the  third  day.  when  the 
house  was  just  about  complete,  and  quite 
bright  and  fresh  looking,  they  were  honk- 
ing and  waving,  and  il  was  like  a  little  bit 
of  a  celebration. 

"This  was  back  in  the  '70s.  and  so  peo- 
ple were  in  a  real  fine  mood  about  there 
being  another  rainbow  in  the  worid." 

Geffner  liked  the  idea  of  painting  a 
rainbow,  he  says,  "because  it  is  a  symbol 
of  integration,  of  everything,  at  every 
level." 

Born  in  West  Virginia,  raised  in 
Boston,  and  a  Noe  Valley  resident  for 
"nearly  half  my  adult  life,"  54-year-old 
Geffner  works  in  the  neighborhood  as  a 
licensed  marriage,  family,  and  child 
counselor. 

"One  of  the  things  I  love  about  Noe 
Valley  is  the  neighborhood  feel."  he  says. 
"I  have  always  appreciated  that.  My  two 
sons  went  to  the  Noe  Valley  Co-Op  Nurs- 
ery School,  a  parent-run  preschool  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  and  my  daughter 
was  one  of  the  gals  at  the  Little  People's 
Co-op  at  23rd  and  Eureka,  also  a  parent- 
run  school  that  was  big  in  the  '60s 
through  the  late  ■70s.  It  was  a  wonderful 
growing  up  experience.  It  was  thai  kind 
of  thing  that  I  liked  about  Noe  Valley,  es- 
pecially in  the  '70s." 

The  rainbow  on  his  house  isn't  the  only 
one  Geffner  has  brought  into  the  world. 
His  daughter,  now  20  years  old  and  study- 
ing in  Italy,  is  named  Rainbow. 

"Rainbow  was  bom  and  named  before 
I  painted  the  house."  Geffner  says.  "She's 
actually  named  Laurel  Rainbow,  but  she's 
always  gone  by  Rainbow.  I  figured  that  I 
should  give  her  a  straight  name  and  a  hip- 
pie name,  and  she  went  with  the  hippie 
name." 

Although  still  a  Noe  Valley  resident. 
Geffner  and  his  family  moved  out  of  the 
Rainbow  House  in  1984.  He  now  rents  il 
out  "to  people  who  have  some  sort  of 
quality  of  growth  in  their  lives.  There  are 
a  couple  of  midwives  who  live  up  above, 
and  the  lower  fiat  is  occupied  by  garden- 
ers. They  do  a  lot  of  gardening  in  the  back 
yard,  which  pleases  me  a  lot." 

In  fact.  Geffner  remarks,  the  infamous 
plum  tree  still  stands  in  the  back  yard,  and 
still  bears  fruit.  "This  house  has  a  growth- 
ful  energy,"  he  says  with  a  smile  as  big  as 
a  rainbow.  □ 


(^RAFTCARE  HaRDWOOD  pLOORg 

Specializing  in  Wood  Floor  Installation, 
Sanding  and  Refinishing 

HIGH  QUALITY  WORK  AT  REASONABLE  RATES 
Free  Estimates        Ask  for  Bryan       (415)  221-2303 

License  No.  576013 


Architecture  &  Planning 

•  Remodeling,  additions,  and  new  buildings 

•  Local  practitioner;  neighborhood -specific 
design 

•  Variance  applications,  Planning  approvals, 
and  Building  Permits 

•  Free  inirial  consultation:  What  do  you 
have  in  mind? 

Stephen  R  Johnston^  AIA 

249  Fair  Oaks  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA.  94110 
(415)  282.6344 


IHERTHI 

REAL  ESTATE 


555  CASTRO  ST.  861-5200 
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4077  -  24th  Street  (Next  to  Post  Office)  SF,  CA  941 1 4 

(415)  824-7318 


Its" 


Color  Film  Processing  -  1  Hour  Service 
Color  Enlargement,  Family  Portrait 
Copy  Old  Photo.  Wedding  Photography 
Passport,  Green  Card  and  Visa  Photos 
Print  from  Slides  and  Negatives 


Black  &  White  Developing 
Keys  Made  •  Fax  Service 
Photo  Mugs  •  Photo  Tee  Shirts 


OPEN: 
Monday  to  Friday 
9:00  AM  -  6:30  pm 
Saturday:  10:00  -  6:30 
Sunday:  10:00  -  5:00 


CONVENIENT 
24  HOURS 
FILM  DROP  BOX 
AT  THE  FRONT  DOOR 


Expert  Advice!  Exceptional  Price! 

Travel  Time 


DISCOUNT  TRAVEL 

Cruises,  Amtrak,  Airline  Ticl<ets 
Europe,  Mexico,  Hawaii,  Caribbean,  South  Pacific 

FREE  AIRPORT  TRANSFER 

with  $500  purchase  per  person 


Travel 
Time 

647-4304 


4005  24th  Street 
(at  Noe) 


DON'T  60  ON  A  DIET! 

Control  Your  Weight  PERMANENTLY  by 
Resolving  the  Underlying  Emotional  Issues 

BOichael  C.  PoUack.  Ph.D..  CCHT 

Certified  CUnioaJ  Hypnotheraplst/NLP  Praotitioner 

(415)  759-8630 
Affordable  fees  Initial  consultation  FREE 


ANTIQUES  &  TEA  ROOM 

Come  and  enjoy  an  authentic  High  Tea 
w      US  on  Mother's  Day,  Sunday,  May  12 
Enjoy  the  ambience,  food  and  service 
plus  a  special  gift  for  Mum. 

1195  Church  Street,  San  Francisco  415  648-5895 
Mon-Fri  10:30-7:00    Sat-Sun  10:00-7:00 


AHTIQDES  ARD  DSED 

Always  offering  a  large  variety  of  quality 
antlq$ies  and  used  furniture  at  great  prices. 
Take  advantage  of  as  this  monthi 
10%  off  retail  price  with  this  ad. 

(Offer  expires  5-31-96) 

BUY  •  SELL  •  TRADE 
Corner  of  23rd  Street  &  Sanchez 
642-0333 
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You  Can  Fly.  There's  you — your  board,  and  some  hard  ground.  Push,  roll,  and  jump.  The  concrete  becoming  like 
water  when  you  leap  above  it — for  just  one  second — then  crash,  back  down  to  the  waves  where  your  wheels  roar — and 
you're  still  on,  and  you  go  again.  Like  Jack  Bay,  12,  at  Alvarado  schoolyard,  you  can  fly.  Photo  by  Najib  Joe  Hakim 


IT'S    A   WONDERFUL  DAY 


er  ^ 


gen  a  Tiain6ow  //^ 


Organic  Produce 
Natural  Bath  &  Body 

////// 

vitamins  and  Supplem 

# 

Natural  Baked  goods 


Homeopathic  Remedies 


Ecological  household  Goods 


inexpensive  Bulk  Foods 


Gourmet  Cheese  &  Coffees 


Healthy  packaged  Foods 


Indoor  Parking      more  floor  space      Bigger  Selection      better  Service      Unbeatable  Prices 


Welcome  io  l£e  D€ew 


U^ainSow  Grocer 


1745  FOLSOM  St.  @  13th 


^rand Opening  Gelehraiion  '^Ipril I7ili-28i/} 
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MAY 


MAY  1:  The  MAY  DAY  FAIR  al  the 
Mission  YMCA  lealures  gardening, 
children's  activities,  and  the  Andy 
Pearce  Band  4-7  pm  4080  Mission 
St  586-6900 

MAY  1:  Project  intorm  hosts  an  intro- 
ductory town  meeting  featuring  an 
overview  Ol  HIV  TREATMENT  OPTIONS 
6  30-8  pm  1965  Market  St.,  suite  220, 
558-8669 

MAY  1. 8, 15  &  22:  Toddlers,  infants, 
and  parents  are  welcome  al  the  Noe 
Valley  Library's  LAPSITS  7  pm  451 
Jersey  St  695-5095 

MAY  1  -15:  Noe  Valley  ARTIST  Royce 
Vaughn  displays  his  paintings  and  pho- 
tographs at  Home  Federal  Savings  on 
Mission  between  29th  and  30th  St. 
Reception  May  3.2  pm  826-7419. 

MAY  1 -JUNE  2:  Selections  Irom 
Tonrait  of  a  Community:  NOE  VALLEY 
Through  the  Eyes  ol  Noe  Valley  Voice 
Photographers"  are  on  view  at  the 
Center  tor  the  Arts  in  Yerba  Buena 
Gardens  Tues.-Sun.,  11  am-6pm 
457-1147 

MAY  2  4  16:  The  People  with  AIDS 
Coalition  holds  ils  membership  MEET- 
ING &  SOCIAL  from  7  lo  9  30  pm 
Eureka  Valley  Rec  Center  Auditorium, 
lOOColltngwood  SI.  522-2341 

MAY2-JUNE30:  URRY  HANKIN 
performs  Emmet! Seii\  the  Marsh. 
Thurs  -Sat,,  830  pm  ,  Sun  .  7:30  pm 
1062  Valencia  St  826-5750 

MAY  3:  Vocalist  RHIANNON  performs 
at  Ihe  California  Institute  of  Integral 
Studies  7-9  pm  9  Peter  Yorke  Vi/ay. 
753-6100,6x1  241 

MAY  3:  The  Noe  Valley  Co-op  Nursery 
School  holds  its  filth  annual  champagne 
and  DESSERT  TASTING  fundraiser  Irom 
8  to  1 1  pm  Noe  Valley  l^^inislry.  1021 
Sanchez  SI  647-2278 


Singer  Shana  Morrison,  daughter  ol 
rock  star  Van  Morrison,  brings  her 
band  lo  ttie  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
May  4  to  play  an  evening  of  Irish  folk, 
R&B,  country,  and  jazz 

MAY  3-19:  DANCERS'  GROUP/ 
Footwork  hosts  Unbound  Spirit's 
dances  celebrating  Asian  Pacific 
American  Heritage  Month  Thurs.-Sat.. 
8  pm  3221  22nd  St  824-5044 

MAY  3-31:  Diamond  Senior  Center 
offers  tree  WATERCOLOR  CLASSES 
every  Mon. ,  Tues .  and  Fri  al  9  am.  1 1 7 
Diamond  St  863-3507 

MAY  4:  LOUISE  ERDRICH,  author  of 
Love  Medicine,  signs  her  lirst  children's 
book,  Grandmother's  Pigeon.  1 1  am 
Cover  lo  Cover  Books.  3910  24th  St, 
282-8080 

MAY  4:  The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series 
hosts  MUSIC  by  Shana  Morrison  & 
Band.  815  pm  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 
1021  Sanchez  SI  282-2317, 


Calvin  Klein 


«  V  e  w  •  a  I 


MAY  4:  Fat  Lip  Readers  THEATRE 
COLLECTIVE  performs  at  the  Women's 
Building,  7:30  pm.  3543  18th  St. 
585-3955. 

MAY  5:  The  30th  annual  Cinco  de 
Mayo  PARADE  highlights  the  diversity 
ol  the  Lalin  American  male.  "Los 
Hombres de Nuesfra Herencia  "Starting 
10  am  at  24th  and  Bryant  St  647-8622 

MAY  5:  Everyone  is  inviled  to  Ihe  first 
meeting  ol  a  new  GARDEN  CLUB  at 
The  Planlers  Nursery,  Noon,  3817  24th 
St  285-9087 

MAYS:  MARTHA  GRIMES  signs  her 
new  book  Sunset  Express  at  Ihe  San 
Francisco  Mystery  Bookstore,  1-2  pm, 
4175  24th  St  282-7444, 

MAY  5:  City  Guides  offers  a  TOUR  of 
the  Liberty  Hill  historic  district,  2  pm. 
Meet  at  the  northeast  corner  o(  Liberty 
and  Dolores  St,  557-4266, 

MAY  5:  Coro  Hispano  de  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Conjunto  Nuevo  Mundo  per- 
form music  for  chorus  and  instruments 
Irom  the  campos.  caplllas.  and  cate- 
draleso\  Ihe  Hispanic  world  5  pm  St 
Gregory's  Episcopal  Church,  500  De 
Haro  SI  431-4234 

MAY  7:  The  Adventist  HEALTHVAN 
offers  free  blood  pressure  testing  and 
low-cost  cholesterol  screenings  10  am- 
4  pm  Bell  Market.  3950  24th  St, 
775-2570 

MAY  7  4  21:  The  Noe  Valley  Library's 
preschool  STORY  TIME  begins  at  10 
am  451  Jersey  St.  695-5095 

MAY  8:  A  MOTHER'S  DAY  BAZAAR 
sponsored  by  the  30th  Street  Senior 
Center  features  handmade  crafts  and  gift 
Items  for  sale  10am-3pm,225  30th 
St.  550-2210 


MAY  8:  The  San  Francisco  Mystery 
Bookstore  hosts  a  BOOK  SIGNING  by 
Woody  Haut.  author  ol  Pulp  Culture: 
Hard-boiled  Fiction  and  the  Cold  War 
Noon-1  pm  4175  24th  St  282-7444, 

MAY  8:  The  next  meeting  of  the  Noe 
Valley  DEMOCRATIC  CLUB  will  be  held 
at  7  30  pm  at  69  Vicksburg  St,  Call 
821-4087  tor  agenda 

MAY  8:  Sieve  Rees  leads  a  tree 
SEMINAR  on  "Choosing  a  Public 
School  lor  your  Child  in  San  Fran- 
cisco"  7:30  pm  Noe  Valley  Library, 
451  Jersey  St,  695-5095 

MAY  8:  Organic  landscaper  Andrea 
Taylor  describes  PERMACULTURE  at 
this  months  GreenTalk  7:30-9  30  pm 
New  College  Cultural  Center,  766 
Valencia  St.  905-4212. 

MAY  9:  Twenty-first  Street  resident 
STEPHEN  VINCENT  and  poet  Mary 
Crow  read  from  Iheir  work  at  a  7  30  pm 
poetry  reading  sponsored  by  the  San 
Francisco  State  Poetry  Center  First 
Unitarian  Church,  1 187  Franklin  St. 
338-2227 

MAY  9  4  23:  Doug  Dowd  leads  a 
class.  "Getting  Our  Heads  Screwed  on 
Straight  About  Current  ECONOMIC 
Controversies  and  Proposals."  7  pm. 
Modern  Times  Bookstore.  888  Valencia 
St  282-9246, 

MAY  10:  Community  Music  Center 
presents  a  solo  recital  by  HARPSI- 
CHORDIST Gideon  Meir  B  pm  544 
Capp  St  647-6015 

MAY  1 1 :  Natural  Resources  and  Great 
Expectations  at  UCSF  sponsor  a  journal 
writing  WORKSHOP.  -Journey  Into 
Motherhood:  Writing  Your  Way  to  Self- 
Discovery,"  10  am-4  pm.  UCSF  Mill- 
berry  Conference  Center,  Golden  Gate 
Room.  500  Parnassus  Ave  550-261 1 . 


MAY  11:  Leave  nonperishable  dona- 
tions near  your  mailbox  for  the  National 
Association  of  Letter  Carriers'  FOOD 
DRIVE  to  benefit  the  San  Francisco 

Food  Bank  957-1076, 

MAY  11:  The  annual  Fair  Oaks 
Neighbors/Jamestown  Center  STREET 
FAIR  and  Ilea  market  offers  food, 
games,  entertainment,  antiques,  and 
junk,  9  am-4  pm  Fair  Oaks  St.  between 
2lst  and  26th  St 

MAY  11:  The  San  Francisco  VIKINGS 
SOCCER  CLUB  holds  sign-ups  for  chil- 
dren 5-17.  Call  753-3111  for  an  appli- 
cation and  registration  info 

MAY  11 :  Boys  7  and  older  with  un- 
changed voices  are  invited  to  audition 
for  the  San  Francisco  BOYS  CHORUS 
10  am  Ebenezer  Lutheran  Church,  678 
Portola  Dr.  665-2330  for  appointment. 

MAY  11:  The  San  Francisco  Myslery 
Bookstore  otters  a  MYSTERY  WEEK 
reception  featuring  numerous  Bay  Area 
writers  Noon-4pm  4175  24th  St. 
282-7444, 

MAY11:Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center  celebrates  MURAL  AWARENESS 
MONTH  with  an  awards  ceremony  lor 
this  year's  outstanding  muralists.  1 :30- 
5:30  pm  348  Precita  Ave  285-2287 

MAY  11:  SAN  JOSE  TAIKO  drummers 
perform  eclectic  music  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series  815  pm,  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317, 

MAY  12:  The  San  Francisco  Zoo  hosis 
a  MOTHER'S  DAY  Breakfast  Tour  aboard 
the  Zebra  Train,  8:30  am  Meet  at  the 
South  Gate.  753-7073  for  reservations 

MAY  12:ThelNACHALIS  OPERA 
Ensemble  performs  a  spring  concert 
featuring  songs  about  flowers  and  the 
season  4:30  pm  Community  Music 
Center,  544  Capp  St  647-6015 


$100.00  OFF  ! 

ANY  ADAPTIVE  I 

COMPRESSION  HEARING  AID  | 

WITH  THIS  AD  •  EXPIRES  5/31/96  j 

Cannot  be  combined  wiih  any  ottiet  oHers.  i 


VASQUEZ 

OPTICAL 

AND 

HEARING 


NOEVALLEY-MISSION 


Noe  Valley  and  the 
Mission's  Largest  Optical 
and  Hearing  Center 

Where  quality  is  your  best  value 

Monday-Friday  9:30-6:00 
Saturday  9:30-4:00 

New  location: 

2480  Mission  Street  (at  21st  St.) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  824-6865 

Free  validated  parking  at  Bartlett  Street 
Garage,  comer  21st  and  Bartlett 


ADD  BEAUTY 


THE  PALM  BROKER 

Nursery:  1074  Guerrero 

(between  22nd  &  23rd  Streets) 

415.626.7256 

Wednesday -Saturday  11-5 
Sunday  Noon -5 

We  Deliver 
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CALENDAR 


MAY  12:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry's 
CANTATE  service  ot  chanting,  medita- 
tion, and  prayer  begins  at  7  pm.  1021 
Sanchez  St  282-2317 

MAY  13:  Diamond  Senior  Center  holds 
Its  May  BIRTHDAY  PARTY,  luncheon, 
and  dance,  starting  at  noon.  117 
Diamond  St  863-3507. 

MAY  14:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  shows 
FILMS  lof  preschoolers  at  10  &  1 1  am 
451JerseySt  695-5095 

MAY  14:  POETS  Daniel  McKenzleand 
Geoltrey  Todd  Lake  read  at  Keane's 
3300  Club  7  pm  3300  Mission  Si, 
333-3494. 


On  May  9,  poet  Stephen  Vincent  will 
read  from  his  book  Walking  3t  the  First 
Unitarian  Church.  Many  ot  his  poems,  he 
says,  "emerge  from  living,  raising  kids, 
and  walking  in  and  about  Noe  Valley" 

MAY  14:  National  Book  Award  finalist 
EDWIDGE  DANTICAT  reads  trom  Knck? 
Krak'J  ^O  pm  Modern  Times 
Bookslore.  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246 


MAY  15:  The  Noe  Valley  Library 
screens  the  D  W  Griffith  FILM  Intol- 
erance 7  pm  451  Jersey  St  695-5095 

MAY  15:  MYSTERY  authors  Laurie 
King  and  Steven  Saylor  read  from  their 
latest  works  7  pm  Glen  Park  Books. 
2788  Diamond  St,  586-3733. 

MAY  15:  Elizabeth  Newark  discusses 
the  works  of  JANE  AUSTEN  at  the  Glen 
Park  Library  7  pm  653  ChenerySt, 
337-4745 

MAY  16:  Celebrate  BIKE  TO  WORK 
DAY  and  get  a  tree  continental  breakfast 
at  one  of  eight  cyclists'  fueling  stations. 
Call  431 -BIKE  tor  locations. 

MAY  16:  The  monthly  meeting  ol  the 
LA  LECHE  LEAGUE  discusses  the 
advantages  of  breastfeeding  12:15  pm 
Upper  Noe  Rec  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez 
St,  282-7816 

MAY  17:  New  Dawn  Yoga  Therapy 
hosts  a  class  in  VEGETARIAN  COOKING 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  kitchen.  6-8 
pm  1021  Sanchez  St  285-1831 

MAY  18:  A  super  BLOCK  SALE  is 
promised  on  Vicksburg  between  22nd 
and  23rd  10  am-4pm,  285-3491 

MAY  18:  Urs  Leonhardt  Steiner  leads 
the  San  Francisco  CHILDREN'S 
CHORUS  in  Return  of  the  Phantoms. 
4  pm.  Community  Music  Center,  544 
Capp  St  647-6015 

MAY  18:  Classical  period-instrument 
ensemble  Pacific  Classical  Winds  joins 
the  Artaria  Quartel  in  CONCERT  8  pm 
Noe  Valley  iviinistry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
(510)  653-9606 

MAY  19:  Tour  10  prize  GARDENS  in 
San  Francisco  to  benefit  the  STOP  AIDS 
Project  10  am-4pm  Tickets  can  be 
purchased  on  the  day  of  the  tour  at  360 
Eureka  SL  621-7177,  ext  600, 


The  members  ol  Coro  Hispano  de  San  Francisco  )Oin  with 
the  voices  and  instruments  ot  Conjunto  Nuevo  Mundo  May  5 
in  "Cantos  del  Pueblo."  a  concert  of  folk-inspired  choral 
works  from  all  parts  of  the  Spanish-speaking  world 


JUNE  1:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  hosts 
a  JEWELRY  REPAIR  WORKSHOP  to 
benefit  Noe  Valley  Chamber  Music. 
9.30-11:30  am,  1021  Sanchez  St  Call 
282-231 7  for  registration  and  info 

JUNE  1:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  's  cel- 
ebration of  Noe  Valley  HISTORY  DAY. 
1 910-1 960,  features  a  photography 
exhibit  from  the  archives,  music  by 
Bruce  Sherman,  and  juggling  by  Jimbo 
the  Clown,  2-5  pm  451  Jersey  St. 
695-5095, 

JUNE  1 :  Students  m  the  James  Lick 
band  program  perform  a  CONCERT  of 
symphonic,  folk,  and  jazz/pop  music. 
7  pm  James  Lick  Auditorium,  1220 
Noe  St  759-8822 


MAY  19:  A  spring  children's  FESTIVAL 
to  benelit  Miraloma  Cooperative 
Nursery  School  features  kids  activities 
and  family  entertainment.  1 1  am-4  pm. 
Sunnyside  Park,  Foerster  St  at  Teresila. 
565-6789. 

MAY  19:  The  Community  Music 
Center  JAZZ  BAND  performs  a  debut 
concert  teaturing  John  Coltrane's  Mr 
PC.  3  pm.  Community  Music  Center, 
544  Capp  St  647-6015 

MAY  19:  Noe  Valley  FILMMAKER 
Barbara  Klutinis'  WInd/Water/Wings  mil 
be  screened  at  7,30  pm  San  Francisco 
Cinematheque  at  the  S  F  Art  Institute, 
800  Chestnut  St  558-8129 

MAY  19:  The  Noe  Valley  Chamber 
Music  Series  hosts  a  CONCERT  of 
Bach,  Beethoven,  and  original  works  by 
Boris  Goldmund  and  Shojobo,  8  pm. 
Noe  Valley  Ministry.  1021  Sanchez  St 
282-2317. 


MAY  22:  Glen  Park  Books  hosts  an 
evening  of  POETRY  AND  fVIUSIC  with 
Kim  Addonizio,  Luke  Trent,  and  Michael 
Shea  7  pm,  2788  Diamond  St 
586-3733. 


MAY  22:  The  Noe  Valley  Library  BOOK 
DISCUSSION  group  features  William 
Styron's  Lie  Down  in  Darkness  7:30 
pm  451  Jersey  Si  695-5095 


MAY  22:  Meet  Dr  Susan  Block,  author 
ol  Ten  Commandments  ot  Pleasure,  at  a 
BOOK  PARTY  8-10  pm  Good 
Vibrations.  1210  Valencia  St  974-8980 


MAY  23:  Meryl  Sundove  discusses 
HUMMINGBIRDS  as  part  of  the  Randall 
Museum's  San  Francisco  natural  history 
series  7:30  pm  199  Museum  Way. 
554-9600, 


MAY  5;  City  Guides  offers  a  TOUR  of 
Noe  Valley  1 1  am  Meet  at  the  corner  ol 
Noe  and  25lh  SL  557-4266 


Sue 
saved 


our 


ty 


Make  the  best  choice,.. 
Choose  Sue  Borsian 


Sue  Borsian 

4128  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

415-550-1302  x202 


Celebrating 


Next  Month  s 
Calendar  Deadline: 
May  15 

Do  you  t)ave  a  block  party,  art 
exhibit,  fundraiser,  or  yoga  class 
starting  up  in  June*?  We  are  happy 
to  promote  neighborhood  events 
for  free  in  ttie  Calendar  section  of 
the  l/o/ce. 

To  get  a  notice  in  our  next  issue — 
w/hich  will  hit  the  streets  W/ednes- 
day.  May  29— send  us  the  informa- 
tion by  May  15,  Please  mail  your 
notice  to  the  Hoe  Valley  Voice 
Calendar,  1021  Sanchez  St..  San 
Francisco.  CA  94114. 

Calendar  questions  or  last-minute 
changes  should  be  directed  to 
Karol  at  285-6347  Note  that  items 
are  published  on  a  space-available 
basis,  with  Noe  Valley  events 
receiving  priority.  □ 


our 


S 


y£AK 


Everydoy  we  offer 
delicious,  carefully  prepared 
lunches  made  with 
only  the  highest  quality 
ingredients 

Sandwiches  made 
with  Tassajara  Breads 

Curried  Tuna 
with  homemade 
apricot  chutney  or 
Smol<ed  Turkey  and  Swiss 
Apple  fVlelt  with  honey  mustord 

Our  chef  has  o  special 
gift  for  creating  perfectly 
balanced  flavors  in  her 
fresh  salads  and 
homemade  soups 

All  this  &  dessert,  too. 

Come  in  and  help  us  celebrate! 


Don't  miss 

the  celebrationl 

During  the 

month  of  May 

a  Weekly  Drawing 

for  a  T-Shirt 

and  a 

Complimentary 
Dessert 
with  lunch  I 


Lunch  served  1 1  to  3  pm 

wfiAT'$f2?pE)>em 

1497  Church  Street  at  27th  St.,  San  Francisco  Tel.  550-7465 
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VCR  Tune-Up 


1  DAY  SERVICE 


MCLEAN  VIDEO  HEADS 
*^  CLEAN  TAPE  PATH 

LUBRICATE  AS  REQUIRED 
^  CHECK  BELTS  &  ALIGNMENT 
1^  AC  LEAKAGE  TEST 
1^  BETA  OR  VHS 


with  coupon 
expires  5/31/96 


1791  CHURCH  STREET  AT  30TH 

20  Years  Experience  in  Noe  Valley! 

WE  REPAIR 
TV's  •  VCR's  •  Stereo  Receivers 
CD  Players  •  Tape  Decks  •  Monitors 

FREE  ESTIMATES  " 

826-0732  l 


OPEN  MON-FRI 
10AM-6PM 

SATURDAY 
10AM-2  PM 
CLOSED  SUNDAY 


COLOR  TV  RB>AIRS 

ALL  BRANDS 

Coupon  valid  for  color  portable 
oarry-in  servrce  only 

wlh  coupon,  expires  5/31/96 


^P^^^^^  coiisit^inncnts 
chthiii^  •  fiirnitiiiv,  etc. 
1781  Church  St.  <btwn.  29ih  &  soih  sis.) 

lV/7/  and  Connie  Pcechcr 
(415)  695-0578 

open  Wed-Mon  10  dm-6:30  pni 
Sun  10  .im-5  pm 
Closed  TuesdJV 


Integral 
Counseling 
Center 

of  the 

California  InshhJte  of  Integral  Studies 

•  Counseling  for  individuals 

•  Couples  and  families 

•  Group  Therapy 

Phone  648-2644   1782  Church  St. 


HOMES  OF  CHARM 

'^Decorator's  JV/VQuE 

THIRTY-ONE  YEARS 
IN  NOE  VALLEY 

Large  assortment  of  Victorian 
hardware,  chandeliers,  original 
&  reproductions,  oak  &  pine 
furniture,  country  kitchen,  old 
tools  and  the  unusual 


Open  Tues.-Sun. 
1544  Church  St. 


12:00-6:00 
647-4586 


Photo  by  Napb  Joe  Hakim 


WHO'S      ON  CHURCH 


Largest  Selection  of  Film  Titles  in  Noe  Valley 


■■■■■■■■■ ■TrTTT 


ROBERT  E.  NEGER,  M.D. 


Laser  Discs 
Fitness  Tapes 

Movie  Sales  and 
Rentals 
Foreign  Films 
Blank  Tapes 


Movies  for  Kids 
Nintendo  & 
Sega-Genesis 
Games  for  Rent 
Music  Videos 
Headcleaners 


Also  VCR  Rentals  at  Low  Prices 

24-hour  Movie  Drop 


UFO  Documentary  Headquarters 


Largest  Selection  of  Classic  Films  in  the  Area 
LARGE  JACKIE  CHAN  SELECTION 
SEE  HITS  IN  MAY  LIKE: 

★  Carrington  ★  American  President  * 
★  Jumanji  ★  Month  by  the  Lake  ★ 

★  Casino  ★  Goldeneye  ★ 

★  Get  Shorty  ★  Powder  ★ 


OPHTHALMOLOGIST 

Immunodeficiency  Eye  Disorders 

BOARD  CERTIFIED 
CATARACT  SPECIALIST 

•  Glaucoma 

•  Diabetic  Treatment 

•  Laser  Surgery 

•  Medicare  Provider 

•  Blue  Cross  &  Blue  Shield 

1301  Church  Street 
corner  25th  Street 
647-7730 


COMPLETE 
LOCKSMITH  SERVICES 

Shop  Hours: 
9:30  am-6:00  p.m. 
Monday-Friday 

1585  Church  Street  (at  28th  St,) 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 31 

415  285-0134 

CONTRACTORS  LICENSE  #  5541-40 


Open  10:00  -  10:00  pm 
10:00-11:00  pm 
Noon  -  9:00  pm 


Monday  -  Thursday 
Friday  -  Saturday 
Sunday 


1201  Church  St. 

{AT24TH  STREET) 

648-0300 


Now  Rent  5 
non-new  movies 
for  5  nights  for 
only  $5! 

■■■■■■■■^ 


Now  Open  in  Noe  Valley 


RESTAURANT 

HUNAN   AND   MANDARIN  STYLE 

Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner!^  Sen/ing  a  Full-range  Chinese  Menu 
Take-out  Available  r  We  use  no  MSG 

Lunch  entrees  from  $3.95  served  with  soup  and  rice 


open  for  Lunch 
Serving  Dinner 


Mondoy  -  Saturday  11-3 

Monday  -  Thursday  11  -9:15 
Friday  -  Saturday  11-10 
Sunday  12;30-9:15 


1500  Church  Street  (AT  27TH)  F  282-0919 
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The  Mayor  of  Church  Street,  in  the  race  to  become  top  dog.  there's  nothing  smarter  than  teaming  up  with  an  apartment-dwelling  human  who  has  an  understanding — or  absent — 
landlord.  Then  the  clever  canine  can  catch  a  view  usually  available  only  to  cats  and  pigeons.  It's  a  good  feeling:  surveying  the  realm  like  this.  Photo  by  Beverty  Tharp 


Ronald  V  Evans 

Certified  Public  Accountant 

Income  Tax 
Tax  Planning 
Accounting  &  Bookkeeping  Services 

282-2838 

1679  Church  Street 

(Across  from  St.  Paul's  Church) 


HUNGRY  JOE'S 

FOOD  TO  GO 

BREAKFAST  SERVED  ALL  DAY! 


Our  MW  wttktnd  sptelal— Eggs  Bentdtct,  Eggs  Blacfcstone  &  Eggs  Florentino 
1^     Oir  speclil  daring  waskday*— 2  eggs  &  tiofflamadt  frits  $2.15 

Try  our  Fruit  Pancakes  and  Watiles  •  Omelettes  are  our  Specialty 
1748  Church  Street  (at  Day)  282-7333 
Mon.-Fri.  6:30-2:00  p.m.  Sat,  7:30-2:00  p.m.  Sun,  8:00  a  m -2:00  p.m. 


Good  service,  good  coverage, 
good  price — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance. 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 

® 


Susan  Levinson,  Agent 
1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA 
647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor. 
State  Farm  is  tiiere* 


Slate  Fam  (nsutance  Companies  ■  Home  Offices  Sloomlngton.  Illinois 


hampagne 
Mother's  Day  Brunch 

Sunday,  May  12,  9  am -3  pm 

And  Mother's  Day  specials 
for  our  evening  menu,  May  12 

HOME  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  NOE  BURGER 

Weekend  Brunch  Saturday  and  Sunday  9  am -2  pm 

FULL  BAR  WITH  MANY  BEERS  ON  TAP! 


Noe's  Grill 


(ot  the  comer  24tli  &  Church) 
Reservotioits  or  Informotion 

415  695-2949 
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Renaissance 
Man  Royce 
Vaughn 

By  Larry  Beresford 

At  65  years  young.  Royce  Harris 
Vaughn  is  still  a  work  in  progress. 

Painter,  sculptor,  photographer,  com- 
mercial anist.  filmmaker,  educator,  en- 
trepreneur, and  publisher,  he  struggles  to 
find  the  time  to  pursue  all  of  his  various 
interests,  when  other  people  might  be  set- 
tling into  retirement. 

"I'm  not  retired,  and  I  don't  expect  to 
do  that.  There  are  so  many  things  left  to 
do,"  Vaughn  explains.  "Since  people  are 
living  longer  these  days,  when  you  gel  to 
be  65.  you  could  be  looking  forward  to  20 
more  years  of  life.  Right  now  I  run,  play 
basketball...!  feel  like  a  bandit." 

Vaughn  is  best  known  in  this  neigh- 
borhood for  his  note  cards  —  reproduc- 
tions of  his  walercolor  paintings  and  pho- 
tos depicting  scenes  of  San  Francisco. 
(The  cards,  published  under  the  title  Cal- 
ifornia Collectors'  Series,  are  available  at 
Colorcrane  on  24th  Street  and  Art  Garden 
on  Cesar  Chavez.) 

But  Vaughn's  life  offers  even  more 
panoramic  vistas,  reflecting  his  diverse 
experiences  and  upbeat  philosophy.  He 
recently  shared  some  of  these  views  while 
giving  a  tour  of  the  Valley  Street  home 
where  he  has  lived  since  1965  with  his 
wife.  Judy,  and  their  four  now-grown 
children. 

The  house  itself  is  an  "unfinished  sym- 
phony" Vaughn  says,  with  numerous  home- 
spun renovations  and  nooks  and  crannies 
for  his  art  projects  and  electric  train  king- 
dom. The  walls  arc  covered  with  his  own 
artwork,  vintage  photographs,  and  cari- 
catures of  former  students  drawn  by  old 
friend  Cal  Bailey,  who  also  does  celebrity 
caricatures  for  Universal  Studios. 


Part  of  being  human  is 
^'learning  how  to  help 
reduce  the  struggle  and  pain 
experienced  by  others." 


Vaughn's  paintings  aren't  limited  to 
those  he  does  for  his  cards.  He  does  com- 
missioned work  (most  recently,  a  paint- 
ing of  St.  Paul's  Church  as  seen  from 
Bemal  Heights)  and  has  also  painted  cos- 
mic and  astronomical  themes,  a  mural  of 
the  heroes  of  the  civil  rights  movement  of 
the  1960s,  and  a  series  of  what  he  calls 
"Afrigrams."  Mondrian-like  geometric  pat- 
terns in  the  five  colors  of  the  African  flag. 

"But  I'd  rather  be  known  as  a  human 


Ro/ce  Vaughn  has  a  gallery  of  photos  taken  by  him  and  his  students  in  ABLE  (Arts  and  Business  Learning  Experience).    Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


being  than  as  an  artist."  says  Vaughn.  "To 
be  an  artist,  you  must  first  be  a  human  be- 
ing, and  know  about  the  struggles  each  of 
us  experiences  as  we  go  through  this  ob- 
stacle course  of  life." 

Part  of  being  human,  he  says,  is  "learn- 
ing how  to  help  reduce  the  struggle  and 
pain  experienced  by  others." 

Vaughn  was  bom  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
to  parents  from  Mississippi.  His  family, 
African- American  in  the  segregated  Deep 
South,  was  "always  proud  and  indepen- 
dent. My  mother's  father  built  the  town 
hall,  and  he  didn't  say  'Yes,  sir'  to  any- 
body." Vaughn's  father,  who  was  a  me- 
chanic, operated  his  own  service  station 
until  the  business  was  wiped  out  in  the 
Great  Depression. 

"That  experience  forged  a  bond  be- 
tween my  brothers,  my  sisters,  and  me 
that  persists  to  this  day."  says  Vaughn. 
"We  were  fortunate,  because  we  knew  all 
of  our  lives  what  we  had  to  do.  We  were 
poor  economically,  but  not  spiritually  or 
in  character." 

An  encounter  with  a  high  school  Eng- 
lish teacher  who  strongly  challenged  him 
to  "think."  says  Vaughn,  provoked  him  to 
strive  harder  in  his  academic  career,  lead- 
ing to  scholarship  offers  from  Ivy  League 
colleges.  He  chose  Princeton,  where  he 
majored  in  art  history  and  religion,  with 
minors  in  Spanish  and  sculpture. 

"At  Princeton  you  studied  all  the  ma- 


jor fields  of  art — painting,  sculpture,  and 
architecture — from  primitive  to  modem. 
My  concentration  was  on  the  Renais- 
sance and,  specifically,  on  how  religion 
serves  as  a  motivator  for  art  —  either  as 
an  inspiration  or  a  destroyer,  as  it  was  for 
Botticelli."  the  15th-century  Italian 
painter  whose  career  was  cut  short  by 
pressures  from  religious  forces. 


D  uring  the  Korean  War, 
Vaughn  applied  for  and  won 
conscientious  objector  status. 
"But  then  I  thought,  most 
people  don't  want  to  kill 
anybody.  This  isn*t  really  fair. 
So  I  renounced  my  deferment 
and  enlisted  in  the  Army. " 


After  college,  Vaughn  considered  en- 
tering the  priesthood,  but  the  director  of 
New  York 's  Union  Theological  Seminary 
told  him,  '"The  best  thing  that  could  hap- 
pen to  the  Christian  ministry.  Royce. 
would  be  for  you  not  to  enter  it.' 

"He  sensed  that  I  was  a  worldly  per- 
son," Vaughn  says.  "  and  that  it  was  im- 
portant for  me  to  be  a  participant  in  the 
unfolding  drama  of  life." 


Vaughn  remained  interested  in  reli- 
gion, though,  and  continued  "trying  to 
find  out  what  the  Confucianists  had  to 
say,  and  the  Buddhists  and  the  Bahaians, 
and  what  those  who  didn't  have  anything 
to  say  had  to  say,"  he  smiles.  But  nowa- 
days. "I  couldn't  tell  you  what  God  is. 
other  than  that  I  believe  in  life." 

Graduating  during  the  Korean  War. 
Vaughn  applied  for  and  won  conscien- 
tious objector  status.  "But  then  I  thought, 
most  people  don't  want  to  kill  anybody. 
This  isn't  really  fair  So  I  renounced  my 
deferment  and  enlisted  in  the  Army.  I 
spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Germany,  and  I 
loved  it. 

"I  was  fortunate  in  that  I  worked  for 
commanding  generals  as  an  artist,  doing 
such  things  as  preparing  sketches  for 
briefings.  The  Army  didn't  have  a  school 
to  train  illustrators  and  artists,  so  if  you 
had  such  a  talent,  you  were  a  rare  bird.  For 
someone  like  me.  who  didn't  have  to  face 
combat,  you  could  have  an  awful  lot  of 
fun  in  the  Army." 

But  more  than  an  adventure,  the  Army 
was  "a  real  eye-opener  and  character 
builder  It's  a  tremendous  democratizing 
experience  —  the  great  leveler  I  learned 
how  to  live  with  people.  You  don't  have 
any  idea  how  varied  people  are  until  you 
are  all  thrown  together" 

During  Vaughn's  last  year  in  the  ser- 
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General  Dentistry 

for  Adults  and  Children 

Cosmetic  Dentistry 
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647-6000 


Hand  decorate  your  own  pottery  at  "^rroMia.We  provide  all  the  materials. 
No  appomiment  or  experience  necessary.  Fun  for  everyone! 


Open 
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Each  Day  Is  a 
Fresh  Canvas  for 
Royce  Vaughn 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

vice,  his  division  rotated  to  Ford  Ord  in 
California,  where  he  taught  an  and  ran 
several  craft  shops  on  the  base.  At  night 
he  hung  out  with  jazz  musicians  and  their 
friends  in  Monterey.  Upon  discharge,  he 
followed  the  jazz  crowd  to  Los  Angeles, 
where  he  ran  an  art  gallery  and  continued 
his  studies  in  art  history  at  U.C.L.A. 

"Los  Angeles  is  the  only  place  I've 
ever  lived  that  I  hated."  he  notes.  So  in 
1959  he  moved  to  San  Francisco,  seeking 
to  break  into  commercial  art.  But  at  the 
time,  he  observes.  "Even  in  urbane  San 
Francisco,  there  was  not  a  single  black 
commercial  artist  in  town." 

Vaughn  worked  as  a  sales  rep  at  Flax's 
art  store  until  he  landed  a  job  as  an  art  di- 
rector at  the  San  Francico  Chronicle. 
There  he  met  his  wife,  Judy,  at  the  time  a 
feature  writer  for  the  Sunday  magazine. 

Bui  this  was  the  1960s,  and  Vaughn 
wanted  to  combine  his  interest  in  art  with 
a  need  to  create  better  educational  op- 
portunities for  minorities.  In  1965  he  got 
a  grant  to  found  ABLE.  Inc.  (Arts  and 
Business  Learning  Experience),  a  produc- 
tion studio  based  at  San  Francisco  State 
University  which  trained  and  placed  poor 
and  minority  young  people  in  the  film, 
photography,  and  television  industries. 

Over  the  next  dozen  years,  many  of 
those  who  entered  the  program  "with  an 
aversion  to  book -learning."  Vaughn  says, 
went  on  to  acquire  advanced  degrees  and 
respected  positions  in  Hollywood  and 
mass  communications. 

When  ABLE  closed  in  1978.  Vaughn 
launched  into  a  wide  range  of  commer- 
cial and  consulting  work,  including  a 
brief  stint  as  director  of  Community  Re- 
sources at  the  Oakland  Museum. 

At  the  behest  of  a  friend,  he  recently 
took  on  the  editing  of  a  directory  called 
the  Ocean  Current  for  the  Oceanview- 
Merced-Ingleside  District.  That  job 
pulled  him  into  the  presidency  of  the 
neighborhood's  merchants  association. 

"It's  a  divided  community  with  a  big 
race  problem,  yet  it  has  enomious  poten- 
tial." Vaughn  says.  "But  I've  put  every- 
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4  Joosi  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
(415)  333-3261 
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Royce  Vaughn's  1991  watercolor  of  the  Bay  Bridge  is  pare  o(  h.s  California  Collectors  note 
card  series. 


one  on  notice  that  I'm  only  there  through 
1997.  After  that,  I  will  devote  my  time  to 
the  California  Collectors'  Series." 

Since  1987.  Vaughn  has  been  putting 
"lots  of  sweat  equity"  into  his  note  card 
business,  which  grew  out  of  a  friend's 
suggestion  to  make  practical  use  of  the 
landscape  painting  he  was  already  doing, 
of  scenes  within  a  three-hour  drive  of  the 
city.  So  far.  he  has  20  imprints  in  the  se- 
ries, sold  in  20  stores,  and  is  working  to- 
ward national  retail  distribution. 

He  has  several  other  projects  pending, 
including  painting  the  city's  parks  and 
street  scenes  of  Noe  Valley,  doing  a  series 
featuring  prominent  Bay  Area  sports  fig- 


ures, and  painting  a  series  on  "heroes  of 
the  human  rights  movement." 

When  referring  to  this  last  project, 
Vaughn  points  out  that  "none  of  my  in- 
terests are  solely  oriented  to  black  people. 
I  think  that  it  was  an  enormous  mistake 
to  allow  the  perception  to  develop  in  this 
country  that  black  people  are  interested 
only  in  our  own  struggle  and  identity,  at 
the  exclusion  of  others'.  I  don't  believe 
that  reflects  how  the  majority  of  black 
people  think.  If  we  are  concerned  about 
our  own  identity,  we  should  be  just  as  in- 
terested in  everyone  else  developing  and 
articulating  their  identities." 

In  keeping  with  that  philosophy. 


Vaughn  goes  out  of  his  way  to  communi- 
cate with  people  from  all  walks  of  life.  He 
and  Judy  are  registered  with  the  San  Fran- 
cisco International  Visitors  Center,  which 
hosts  visits  from  people  all  over  the 
world.  He  also  knows  most  of  the  kids 
who  grew  up  in  his  neighborhood,  and  of- 
ten has  dinner  parties  with  local  artists 
and  other  creative  types. 

The  architect  who  is  responsible  for  the 
ongoing  remodeling  of  the  Vaughns' 
home,  Alan  Gur-Ai^e,  recently  designed 
a  table  for  the  couple.  The  only  require- 
ments were  that  it  fit  the  living  and  din- 
ing area  and  that  it  "foster  conversation," 
says  Vaughn. 

The  result  was  a  uniquely  functional 
work  of  an,  a  "double-cantilevered"  table 
resting  on  two  central  pillars  rather  than 
legs,  its  surface  composed  of  modular,  de- 
tachable triangles.  Wherever  you  sit  at 
this  magical  table,  you  are  directly  across 
from  someone  else. 

"Conversation  is  a  creative  exercise 
that  allows  us  to  leam  more  about  the 
other  person."  Vaughn  says.  As  for  the 
new  table.  "We've  already  had  some 
wonderful  conversations  at  it."  □ 

Royce  Vaughn  will  exhibit  his  paint- 
ings and  photographs  through  May  15  at 
Home  Federal  Savings,  on  Mission  be- 
ty^'een  29th  and 30th  streets.  He  invites  his 
Noe  Valley  friends  and  neighbors  to  drop 
in  for  the  reception  May  3.  'I'll  he  there 
all  afternoon.  " 


Royce  Vaughn  painted  "We  Shall  Overcome"  to  commemorate  the  heroes  of  the  civil  rights  movement.  Now  ....  .ncemplating  a  similar 
senes  on  heroes  of  the  human  rights  movement.  Ph^^,     choHes  Kennard 
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Sale  and  Atlordable 

Private  Daily 
Counseling 
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Fresh  Foods 

No  Membership  Fee 
tor  Food  Purchase 

Quality  Service 
Since  1978 


Gourmet  Diet 
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Fresh  Salads 
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Happy  Muffins 

Cloud  Mousse 
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he  Healthy  Approach  to  Weight  Loss 


FREE  MEMBERSHIP 

Regular  Value  $49 


OFrr^K  CXIMKtS  5/31/4(1 


1300  SANCHEZ  641-448^ 


f/fi/co/ii'  frea/fffe/if-s 

HANDttlAFTED  FACIALS  USINU 
BoTANICAt  TNCREniENTS 
^^tv^ ^o/H'  c/va/NU/ii( /(n-f'aA- 


1^    \l<iAr-nfi^^t^mn,if(y.H^tii'^eUMft'f /'<■■■• 

SKIN  &  fcrrtt/n  c  A  o  i>  in.  r  s 


f>fea/ie  iti//.-  i»<»Vf-^<WA" 


ORTHOPEDIC  ACUPUNCTURE  &  MASSAGE 

•  Speeds  healing 

•  Reduces  pain,  inflammation  and  edema 

•  Improves  joint  function 

•  Improves  muscle  tone  and  performance 

•  Prevents  and  separates  muscular  adhesions 

•  Treats  arthritis  and  many  musculoskeletal  conditions 


NINA  ALLEN,  l.Ac,  d.n.b.a.o: 

Massage  Therapist  since  1979 
Acupuncturist  and  Herbalist  since  1985 

Weekend  and  Evening  Hours  •  W.C  and  Insurance  Accepted 

(415)  285-6774 

'Diplom.ik'  N.ilionjt  Board  nf  Acupuncture  Orlhopcdics 


NOE    VALLEY    MARCHES  ON 


WHAT  WILL  YOU  HAVE  TO  LOSE 
BEFORE  YOU  GAIN  CONTROL 
OF  YOUR  DIABETES? 


A  Higher  Risk 
Of  Heart  Attack, 
A  Lower  Chance 
Of  Survival 

High  blood  sugar 
encourages  the  buildup 
of  a  fatty,  sticky,  artery- 
clogging  substance 
called  plaque. 

That's  why  people 
with  uncontrolled 
diabetes  are  four  times 
more  likely  to  have  a 
heart  attack — and  why 
the  attacks  are  usually  more  severe. 

Of  course,  five  minutes  after  a  heart  attack 
you  can't  tell  the  difference  between  a  victim 
with  diabetes  and  one  without.  Except  that  the 
person  with  diabetes  will  probably  be  younger. 
And  they'll  probably  be  dead. 


The  Sooner  You  Call 
(415)  641-6826, 
The  Less  You'll 
Have  To  Lose 

Our  team  of  diabetes 
specialists  will  teach 
you  how  to  keep  your 
blood  sugar  at  a  safe 
level  for  the  rest  of  your 
life. 

We'll  give  you  the 
education  emd  encour- 
agement you  need  to 
stay  healthy  from  your 

head  to  your  toes. 

Because  while  there's  still  no  cure  for 
diabetes,  the  latest  scientific  evidence  suggests 
that  proper  control  may  postpone,  prevent  and 
even  reverse  your  complications.  If  you  act  In 
time. 


SlUKES 

HOSPITAL 


Call  for  more  information  regarding  our: 
•  Private  one-on-one  consultations 
Monthly  classes   •  Monthly  support  group 

3555  CESAR  CHAVEZ  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94110 

(415)  641-6826 
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Neuromiuciiiar  Massage  Theraffy 
Home  Treatment  Services 

Anthony  J.  Pizzofen*ato,  c.m.t.  &  r.m. 
Speciaiixxng  in  relief  of  chronic  pain 

Deep  lissue/Mvofascul  •  Fibromvlagia  Neiwork 
Migraine  Headaches  •  Sciatica/Back  Pain 
Reiki  for  Stress  Reduction  &  Balance 
Whiplash/ Sports  Injuries 
M.D.  REFERRED  AND  RECOMMENDED 
Movement  Therapy-Stretching 
A.M.T.A.  Member/ 7  years  exp. 

Care  for  physicallY  challenged/seriously  ill 
and  family  members 

$10  OFF  FIRST  TREATMENT 

In  the  com^  0/  your  h<nne /office /hospital 
For  oppoinlmenl  coU 

(415)585-2304 


Therapy  Groups 
for  Women  Only 


•  Outgrow  your  childhood  wounds — 
understarid  how  your  past  experiences 
affect  your  present. 

•  Learn  how  to  successfully  communi- 
cate and  be  connected  to  others. 

•  Grow  in  a  rich  61  supportive  setting— 
an  affordable  setting  to  do  therapy. 

CROUPS  AVAILABLE 

Lesbian  Only  Groups 
Mixed  Women's  Groups 
Individual  £1  Couple  Appointments 
Also  Available 


Noe  Valley  Location 


Chez  Touchatt,  tcsw,  mfcc 
(415)  821-6039 

NOW  ACCEPTING  NEW  MEMBERS 

UC  MFC016090  LCS  13829 
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Operatic  Duo 
Sing  with 
Body  and  Soul 

ByJejfKaiiss 

Whal  lenor  Robert  Hinkson  and  so- 
prano Sharon  Davis  share,  more  than  jusi 
a  happy  marriage  and  a  comfortable 
home,  is  sometimes  audible  through  the 
windows  of  their  Noe  Valley  Victorian. 
It's  a  love  of  opera  and  the  singing  and 
teaching  of  classical  voice. 

A  few  of  their  students  have  the  good 
luck  to  take  lessons  at  the  couple's  home 
on  Castro  Street  near  26th.  But  since 
Hinkson 's  primary  studio  is  located  in 
Santa  Rosa  and  Davis's  is  in  Menio  Park, 
the  couple  don't  share  as  much  time 
singing  or  teaching,  as  they  would  like  to. 
When  they  do  come  together,  however, 
you  can  hear  a  musical  affinity  that  par- 
allels their  romantic  connection. 

"We  have  similar  instruments,"  says 
Davis,  "in  that  I'm  considered  a  lyric  so- 
prano, but  I  can  cross  over  into  the  more 
*spinto'  roles."  She's  referring  to  the  con- 
trast between  the  sweeter,  lyric  voice 
suited  to  the  portrayal  of  ingenues,  and 
the  spinto.  associated  with  more  dramatic 
characters  and  situations. 

"Bob's  like  that,  too,"  Davis  continues, 
"in  that  he  has  a  lot  of  fullness  and  a  lot 
of  lightness  at  the  same  time."  These 
qualities  are  reflected  in  the  couple's 
combination  of  geniality  and  good  looks; 
Davis  is  a  one-time  Miss  Nevada,  and 
Hinkson  has  the  slim,  suave  grace  of  a 
ballroom  dancer. 

Their  romance  developed,  appropri- 
ately, during  rehearsals  and  performances 
of  Donizetti 's  opera  Elixir  of  Love  in  1 983. 


Sharon  Davis  and  Robert  Hinkson  share  a  home  and  a  love  of  opera  singing.  Oscar,  their  coy 
poodle,  sometimes  accompanies  them.  Photo  by  Charles  Kennard 


Davis  had  recommended  that  Hinkson 
audition  for  that  production  with  the  Berke- 
ley Opera,  after  encountering  him  in  the 
Guerrero  Street  studio  of  John  McLain. 

"I  think  one  of  the  things  Sharon  and  I 
first  discovered  about  each  other  is  that 
our  souls  came  first,"  recalls  Hinkson. 

"She  had  started  singing  classical  from 
the  time  she  was  9. 1  never  really  started 
till  I  was  past  20,  but  before  that  I  was 
quite  successful  as  a  rock  'n'  roll  lead  gui- 
tarist, touring  the  country  mainly  with  a 
band  called  Sounds  West." 

As  a  singer,  Hinkson  aspired  to  be  "a 
little  white  Stevie  Wonder,  but  my  voice 
just  didn't  want  to  do  that  kind  of  screamy 
r&b  Motown  sound."  he  says.  "My  first 
voice  teacher  was  kind  enough  to  lake  me 
on,  even  though  I  went  in  quite  defensive. 
She  gradually  got  me  to  try  out  a  couple 
of  art  songs,  and  I  found  they  were  en- 
joyable at  a  deeper  level." 

Hinkson  went  on  to  develop  a  retail 
business  with  his  first  wife  in  Sonoma 
County,  where  they  raised  their  daughter. 
Michaela.  But  by  the  time  he  met  Davis, 
he'd  found  himself  seduced  into  full-time 
involvement  with  classical  voice.  He  per- 
formed with  college  companies,  the  West 
Bay  Opera,  and  in  choral  concerts  with  the 
San  Francisco  Bach  Choir,  among  others. 

Davis,  meanwhile,  was  a  winner  of  the 
Karl  Kritz  Memorial  Award  for  skilled 
singers,  while  engaged  in  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Opera's  Merola  Program.  She  later 
performed  with  that  company's  Western 
Opera  Theater,  as  well  as  with  the  West 
Bay  and  Berkeley  troupes,  and  in  recitals 
and  symphonic  programs. 

Most  recently,  notes  her  husband, 
Davis  "did  her  first  Butterfly  at  the  Utah 
Festival  company  the  summer  before  last, 
and  the  year  before  that,  she  did  Boheme 
with  them." 

Continued  Next  Page 


WHEN  EXCELLENCE  COUNTS 
DEMAND  THE  VERY  BEST 

AND  IT  JUST  IMPROVED  EVEN  FURTHER! 
I  am  proud  to  announce  the  affiliation  of  Franciscan  Properties 

with  Mason-McDuffie ,  a  great  combination  ermbling  me  to 
provide  an  even  higher  level  of  service  to  my  real  estate  clients. 

IN'DEPTH  KNOWLEDGE  OF  OUR  NEIGHBORHOOD 
A  Noe  Valley  homeowner  for  more  than  1 5  years ,  I  co-founded  the 
Upper  Noe  Neighbors ,  dedicated  to  neighborhood  improvement  and 
planted  350  street  trees  in  Noe  Valley  with  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 

10  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE,  40  TRANSACTIONS  PER  YEAR 

form  a  solid  basis  for  every  real  estate  sale  or  purchase  I  am  involved  in. 
I  value  personal  service,  honesty  and  integrity  as  well  as  hard  work. 
Call  me  to  find  out  what  makes  me  different  and  how  I  can  help  you. 


SUE  BOWIE 

Top  I  %  Nationally 
#J  Mason-McDuffie  Agent,  S.  F. 


Office:  664-9175,  ext.  224 
Home:  824-1062 
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Mason-McDuffie  •  Franciscan  Properties 
two  blocks  from  Clipper  and  Portola 
675  Portola  Drive,  San  Francisco,  94127 
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Etitate  Jewelry,  Watcher,  Fine  Art 
Antique^*  e3  Collectibles 


.WO  24th  Street 
415.648.3307 
pager:  415.809.6300 


Wc  Buy 
High  Grade 
^^^^^     Watches  8f  Jewelry 


Fine  Watch  S  Jewelry  Repair 
Engraving,  Watch  Batteries  e3  Bands 


Cynthia  Kessler,  PhD 

Lit..  «PSV  13103 

Psychotherapy 


•  Depression Mn-xiety      •  Dysfunctional  Reialionshtps 

•  lx)w"SeIf-listeem  •  Career  6t  Midlife  Transition 

•  Identity  Problems        •  Attention  Deficit  Disorder 


661-1623      Imurance  accepted 


ANNOUNCING  THE  OPENING  OF 

tScxa^et  Kpcv^e  ^ei^j  (jo. 

specializing  in  high  quality  orgamc  &  wildcrafted  hulk  herbs 

We  also  carry  a  full  line  of  tincturei 
homeupathic  remedies 
capsulated  herh^ 
culinary  spices 
aromatherapy 
supplements 
hooks 
teas 
candles 

flower  essences 

body  care  products 


3412  22nd  St. 
(at  Guerrero) 
San  Francisco 
CA  94110 


(415)  821  0997 
Open  Tuesday -Sunday 


Aromatherapy 
Qlycolic  Acid 


SKIN     CARE  ■electrolysis 

Faciah 


Waxing 
Acne  Treatment 


Committed  to  delivering  excellent  care  and  ensuring  individual  sansfacnon 


MOTHER'S  DAY  SPECIAL 


$  C  ^  00  Aromatherapeutic 
Facial  with  eyecare 
Reg.  $70.°°    treatment  that  revitalizes 
the  skin 


$^eOO  Ultimate  Facial 

Plus  lash  tint  and 
Reg.  $90°°    eyebrow  shaping 

20%  OFF 
ON  ELECTROLYSIS 

Introductory  Treatment 

specials  valid  until  May  31 


Ceniyicatcs 
Available 


We  carry  the  fine  lines: 
Murad,  Paul  Scerry,  Aura,  Avance 

NOW  HONORING  VISA  AND  MASTERCARD 

3548  "  22nd  Street,  San  Francisco,  California  94114 
To  make  an  appointment,  call  (415)  824-2125 


Opera  Singers 
Robert  Hinkson 
&  Sharon  Davis 

Continued  from  Previous  Page 

"\  waited  my  lifetime  to  do  thai  role," 
says  Davis,  about  the  title  part  in  Puc- 
cini's Madame  Butterfly.  "It  gave  me  a 
chance  to  truly  work  the  role  into  my 
voice,  into  my  body,  and  into  my  psyche." 

But  for  both  Davis  and  Hinkson,  the 
role  of  leaching  inevitably  upstaged  that 
of  performing.  "We  didn't  really  make  a 
decision  that  that  was  what  we  were  go- 
ing to  do."  says  Davis.  "But  that's  how  it 
worked  out,  and  it  just  took  off." 

Total  mental  and  physical  involvement 
is  a  trademark  of  the  couple's  teaching 
method,  which  is  rooted  in  classical  tra- 
dition. "One  of  the  technological  things 
we've  seen  come  down  the  horn  in  live 
musical  theater  is  the  advent  of  heavy 
body  miking,  like  they  do  in  Phantom  of 
the  Opera.  It  turns  the  control  of  the 
singer  over  to  the  sound  man,"  Hinkson 
points  out.  "In  our  studio  situations,  we 
don't  offer  students  the  option  of  a  mike." 

Lessons  vary  in  length  and  cost  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  means  and  skills  of  the 
student,  but  the  discipline  is  consistent. 

"By  doing  the  scales  and  exercises,  we 
work  a  lot  on  support,  which  for  us  is  pro- 
ducing the  sound  with  your  entire  body, 
rather  than  from  the  neck  up."  says  Hink- 
son. "You  have  all  these  muscles  that  sit 
below  your  lungs,  and  they  work  very  hard 
in  singing... but  it  feels  good  to  the  throat 
to  not  do  the  work  anymore.  So  when  our 
singers  start  to  experience  the  feeling  of 
producing  a  supported  sound,  they  like  it, 
and  it  gels  their  interest  sparked." 

There's  a  special  challenge  to  dealing 
with  the  young,  he  adds.  "What  Sharon 
and  I  observe  is  that  they're  intimidated 
to  try  their  own  voices  out.  particularly 
with  the  perfect  sound  that  comes  with 
CDs,  because  they  don't  feel  they  can  be 
as  perfect  as  Mariah  Carey."  says  Hink- 
son. in  reference  to  the  pop  diva  whose 
own  mother  sang  opera. 

"I'm  not  a  parent,  though  it's  some- 
thing I  did  want  to  be  at  some  point,  but 
fate  made  the  decision  for  me  that  I  would 
not  have  children,"  says  Davis.  "But  I 
agreed  to  train  some  teenagers  in  Menlo 
Park,  and  it's  something  1  take  to  and 
love,  and  I  get  my  mommy  fix. 

"Teenagers  need  to  be  treated  holisti- 
cally,"  she  continues.  "There's  no  way 
you  can  teach  them  to  sing  without  deal- 
ing with  their  hormones  and  their  moods 
and  the  Ins  and  outs  of  their  social  lives. 
I  feel  there's  a  great  need  to  insert  a 
tremendous  amount  of  effort  towards  the 
growth  of  young  people  and  their  choos- 
ing a  direction,  because  we  are  almost 
like  a  directionless  flock  at  this  point." 


Good  Vibrations 

A  clean,  well-lighted  place  to  buy 
vibrators,  massage  oils,  books  about 
sexuality  and  other  fun  things.  Rent  or 
buy  from  our  carefully  chosen 
selection  of  erotic  videos. 
1210  Valencia  St.,  at  23rd 
Open  every  day  1 1  a.m.  -  7  p.m.. 
974-8980 


Sharon  Davis  "waited  a  lifetime"  to  perform 
the  role  of  Madame  Butterfly  in  Puccini's 
famous  opera.         Photo  by  Tamam  Hobbs 

Her  experience  with  kids  has  forced 
Davis  to  adopt  strategies  she  swore  she'd 
never  use  as  a  mother 

"I  used  to  go  into  the  intellectual  dis- 
cussions of  why  they  should  enjoy  study, 
but  you  know  what  I  say  now?  'Do  it  be- 
cause I  told  you  to,  I 'm  your  teacher! '  And 
once  they  do  it.  they're  so  proud  of  them- 
selves." 

While  visiting  friends  in  Vienna,  Aus- 
tria, over  the  holidays,  the  couple  was  re- 
minded of  how  much  easier  it  is  for  clas- 
sical voice  to  get  a  fair  hearing  In  Europe. 

"Every  town  has  an  opera  house," 
Davis  points  out.  "Civilized  living  to  me 
is  having  a  home  and  your  family  and 
your  loved  ones  around  you  and  not  hav- 
ing to  walk  away  from  those  things  to  do 
the  things  you  love,  and  in  Europe  that's 
possible.  But  it's  very  hard  to  live  a  civi- 
lized life  in  this  country  and  also  be  a 
singer  and  involved  in  your  profession." 

As  a  midpoint  between  their  out-of- 
town  studios.  Noe  Valley  —  home  for 
Davis  since  1985  and  for  Hinkson  since 
1 990 — provides  some  relatively  civilized 
moments.  They  take  early  morning  walks 
in  the  hills  to  the  south,  and  vocalize 
around  their  upright  piano,  sometimes 
eliciting  sympathetic  howls  from  their 
15-year-old  toy  poodle,  Oscar. 

And  they  make  use  of  the  storefronts 
along  24th  Street  to  advertise  their  occa- 
sional performances. 

"We  thought  of  doing  a  concert  at  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  we  just  need  to  set 
it  up,"  notes  Davis,  who  likes  to  do  her 
discographic  research  at  Streetlight 
Records.  "They've  got  a  fabulous  collec- 
tion of  classical  music  In  the  back,  both 
CDs  and  LPs."  she  advises. 

The  pair  is  also  making  more  use  of 
their  home  as  a  teaching  site,  where  their 
students  include  nearby  singers  from  the 
San  Francisco  Symphony  Chorus  and  the 
city's  Bach  Choir. 

Hinkson  confides  that  one  of  his  fond- 
est hopes  has  been  to  teach  his  own 
daughter,  Michaela,  now  a  17-year-old 
senior  in  Santa  Rosa.  "I've  many  times 
run  into  kids  who  said,  *I  hate  music 
lessons,  but  my  parents  made  me  take 
them,' so  I  wouldn't  force  it,"  he  explains. 

"But  just  the  other  night  I  told  her.  'I 
would  love  to  give  you  voice  lessons  just 
for  three  or  four  months.  It  would  just  be 
a  ciuiosity  to  me  to  find  out  how  much 
voice  Is  in  there.'" 

So  far.  Michaela  is  still  musing  on  the 
offer.  □ 


A  Psychotherapy  Group 
for  Women  with 
Eating  Disorders 

•  Understand  your  eating  patterns  and 
relationship  to  food 

•  Explore  feelings  relating  to  eating  and 
body  shame 

•  Express  needs  and  feelings  directly, 
providing  an  alternative  to  denying  and 
subsrituting  emotional  needs  with  food 

/rwlii'idua/  therapy  also  amihhU 

Jacqueline  Ward,  Ph.D. 
Lic.PSY  H4S5  415.752.5428 

Evelyn  Weiser,  Ph.D. 

Lic.PSY  13322  415,567  3959 
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MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Amnesty  International  (iroup  80 

Coniaci;  Denise  Minor.  661-3016 
Mailing  Address:  1324  Willard  St.  #101. 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 17 
Meelings:  First  Thursday  of  month,  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  !021  Sanchez  St..  7:30  p.m. 

Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables.  541-0344,  ext.  230 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center. 
100  Collingwood  St..  7  p.m. 

Clipper  Street  SAFE  Group 
Contact;  Don  Kem  or  Howard  Johnson, 
821-3866 

Mailing  Address:  225  Clipper  St.. 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 14 

Meelings:  Third  Tuesday  of  month.  Bethany 

Methodisi  Church,  201  Clipper  St..  7  p.m. 

Diamond  Heights  Community  Association 

Contact:  Robert  Dockendorff.  826-3867 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 
San  Francisco.  CA  94131 
Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month, 
7:30  p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell.  647-4228 

Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St.. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 

Meelings:  Bimonthly;  membership  meetings 

semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contact:  Evelyn  Martin.  826-6734, 

Keith  Eickman.  282-8988. 

Dennis  Downing.  647-0937,  or 

Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 

Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St.. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94131 

Meelings:  Held  periodically.  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Kanius.  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
Meetings:  First  Wednesday  of  month.  Noe 
Valley  Library.  451  Jersey  St..  7:30  p.m. 

Fairmount  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  Susan  Nutter,  285-8484 

Mailing  Address:  78  Harper  St.. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Held  periodically  at  Upper  Noe 

Recreation  Center.  Day  &  Sanchez.  7  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Paul  Nixon.  647-5183 

Mailing  Address:  163  Fair  Oaks  St.. 

San  Francisco.  CA  941 10 

Meetings:  Twice  a  year  at  ICA  Auditonum. 

24th  &  Guerrero.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley 

Contact:  Cecile  Lozano.  695-9502 

Mailing  Address:  327  Jersey  St.. 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 

Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  month. 

Noe  Valley  Library,  451  Jersey  St..  7:30  p.m. 


La  Leche  League  of  San  Francisco 

Contact:  Susan  Condon.  282-7816 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460566. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0566 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  month. 
Upper  Noe  Recreation  Center,  Day  & 
Sanchez.  12:15  p.m. 

Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood  Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey.  695-0990.  or 
Hilda  Bernstein,  282-8232 
Mailing  Address;  3333  21st  St.. 
San  Francisco.  CA94II0 
Meelings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details, 

Mission/Noe  Valley  Kiwanis  Club 

Contact:  Glen  Potter,  824-3233 

Mailing  Address:  4080  24th  St. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 

Meetings;  Lunch  meetings  Tuesdays  at 

noon.  Speckmann's,  Church  and  Duncan 

Neighbors  to  Save  Sanchez  Hilltop 

Phone:  647-9980 

Mailing  Address:  3726  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 4 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Dave  Monks.  821-4087 
Mailing  Address;  1652  Dolores  St.  #6, 
San  Francisco,  CA94II0 
Meetings:  Second  Wednesday,  7:30  p.m.. 
usually  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  1021 
Sanchez  St..  but  call  for  specifics. 

Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals 
Association 

Contact:  J.  R  Gillen.  Little  Italy.  821-1515 
Mailing  Address:  P.  O.  Box  460574. 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 14 
Meelings:  Last  Wednesday  of  month.  Bank 
of  America,  24th  &  Castro,  9  a.m. 

Noe  Valley  Senior  Center 

Call  648-1030  for  lunch  reservations. 

Mailing  Address:  1021  Sanchez  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA94U4 

Meetings:  Monday  through  Friday  for  lunch 

(donation  $  1 .25 ).  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 

1021  Sanchez  St..  12;30p.m. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodl.  641-1500 

Mailing  Address:  284  29th  St.. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  First  Monday  of  month.  St.  Paul's 

Church  cafeteria,  3  p.m. 

21st  Street  4000  Block  SAFE 

Contact:  Santiago  Rodriquez 
Mailing  Address:  4014  21st  St.. 
San  Francisco.  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Held  periodically. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Janice  Gendreau.  64 1  -5989 

Mailing  Address:  403  28th  St.. 

San  Francisco.  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Every  other  month.  Upper  Noe 

Recreation  Center,  Day  &  Sanchez. 

7:30  p.m.  Call  for  specifics. 


DOWNTOWN  NOE  VALLEY 


presents 

MOTHER'S  DAY  1996 

with  beautiful  gift  items  for  Mom! 

Balloons,  candles,  cards,  bath 
products  and  a  lot  more. 
Gift  wrapping  also! 

So  surprise  Mom  with 
a  unique  gift  from: 

YOUR  ONE  STOP  PARTY  SHOP 
1600  Church  (at  28th)  •  824-0414 

Open  Tuesday  through  Sunday  11am-  6  pm 


'Op 


DIRT  CHEAP 
PLANE  TICKETS 

824-2550 

Book  Charters  to  Europe  Now 


dirt  cheap  travel 
'       3850  23rd  St. 


any  joe  pro 

I  Paint iit^  Services 


Custom  Interiors  •  Quality  Exteriors 
Free  Estimates 

(415)  359-1633 

Joesph  C.  Lujan,  otvner 

LICENSE  »700852 

High  Scale  Work  at  Reasonable  Prices 


^^^^^^ 


1298  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
642-1556 
or  282-8445 

9  am-6  pm 
Monday-Saturday 

Closed  Sunday 

Come  see 
Jerry,  Stephanie  &  Mike 


The  Coming  of  Carnaval  in  May  is  told  year-round  in  this  mural  on  24th  Street  near 
South  Van  Ness.  Though  the  paint  is  now  faded  and  peeling  since  this  photo  was  taken  in  1992. 
the  artist's  figures  still  clearly  show  the  exuberance  and  high  life  of  the  season  of  celebration 
in  the  Mission  District.  Photo  by  Ed  Buryn 


* 

BAKERY 

NOW  UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 

Order  your  special  Mother's  Day 
Cakes  and  Pastries  now! 

Irish  Soda  Bread  &  Scones  our  specialty 

Fine  fresh-baked  Breads  & 
Wedding  Cakes 

Now  serving  Sandwiches,  British  Meat  Pies, 
Pasties,  Shepherd's  Pies,  British  &  Irish 
Sausage  Rolls,  Vegetable  Pastas 

Served  All  Day  •  Eat  In  or  Carry  Out 

ONLY  PLACE  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO  FOR  A 
FULL  LINE  OF  IMPORTED  BRITISH  FOOD 

If  we  don't  have  it,  well  order  it  for  you! 
1701  Church  (comer  of  29th) 

648-0785 

Open  6:30  am-6  pm,  Tues-Sot 
7:30  Qm-4:00  pm  Sunday    Closed  Monday 
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Sometimes 
all  it  takes 

IS  A  NEW 
COAT  OF  PAINT 
AND  A 
BEAUTIFUL 
VASE... 


Out  of  Hand? 

Conlampotirv  Am«rt£«n  Critli 

%1303  C«ilro  ®  Si 
S»n  Funciieo 
S}e-38S5 

Now  open  7  aays  a  week 


Community 
Appliance  Co. 

Reliable  Service  on 
Refrigerators  •  Stoves 
Washers  and  Dryers 

WE  SELL  ALL  BRANDS  NEW  S  USED 

Best  Prices  in  Town 
31 80  1 7th  street  at  South  Van  Ness 

863-5859      Serving  Noe  Valley 


WALLPAPERING 

Professional 

Paperhan^ng  a^.?^- 
&  Wallcovering  Removal 

VICTOR  282-3879 
FREE  ESTIMATES 


.B. 
Electric 

(415)  648-2609 
Michael  Ballingall 


License  No.  479313 


Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


ORTHOPEDIC  MASSAGE 

JACK  EIMAN,  CMT 
695-7808 

NOE  VALLEY  LOCATION 

Highly  effective  for 
stiff  neck  and  shoul- 
ders, back  pain,  sport- 
ing injuries,  confiputer  stress,  etc. 

Please  call  tor  detailed  info. 


(SHANTA 

CADPENTDY 
CONSTRUCTION 

Since  1974 
.A  remodeling 
^  Ulchens  7  baths 
A  elec.  I  plumbing 
A  Victorian  restor 
repc 
A  additions 
Lk.  No.  442*70 


(oundalion  lo  linLsh 


821  -4091 


YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  AUTO  &  TIRE  CENTER 

GET  READY  FOR 

SPRING  &  SUMMER 

^  Summer  Tune  Up  &  Oil  Change 

^  Air  Conditioning  Cooling  System  Service  &  Inspection 


GREAT  TIRE  PRICE 


Rated  #1  By  Consumer  Magazine 
DUNLOP  SP4  or  SP20  -  Steel  BeltecJ  RacJial 
40,000  Miles  Limited  Treadwear  Warranty 

155  SRI  3  $39.99 

165  SRI  3  $40.99 

175/70  SRI  3  $41.99 

185/70  SRI  3  $42.99 

185/70  SRI 4  $45.99 

195/70  SRI  4  $46.99 

165  SRI 5  $45.99 

Rated  #1  By  Consumer  Magazine 
DUNLOP  D60/A2  JLB  -  Steel  Befted  Radial 
45,000  Miles  Limited  Treadwear  Warranty 

195/70  HR14  $59.99 

185/60  HR14  $62.99 

195/60  HR14  $64.99 

195/60  HR15  $65.99 

205/60  HR15  $68.99 

215/60  HRl 5  $75.99 

DUNLOP  ROVER 

P21 5/75  Rl  5  $68  99 

P225/75R15   $69  99 

P235/75R15  $70  99 


641-9200 


ASE  Certified 

Master  Technicians 
• 

Guaranteed 
Auto  Repair 


WE  OFFER 

AIR  CONDITION  SERVICI 

BRAKE  REPAIR 

CHECK  ENGINE  LIGHTS 

CLUTCH  REPAIR 

COMPUTER  ALIGNMENT 

COMPUTER  CONTROL 
SYSTEMS 

DRIVABILITY  PROBLEMS 
ELECTRIC  REPAIR 
ELECTRONIC  TUNE-UP 
FUEL  INJECTION  REPAIR 
OIL  CHANGE 

SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE 

SMOG  INSPECTION 

STRUT  &  SHOCK 
REPLACEMENT 

TIRE  REPAIR 

WHEEL  BALANCING 


NOE  VALLEY  AUTO  WORKS,  INC, 

4050  24th  St.  (between  Noe  &  Castro),  San  Francisco,  CA  941  U 
HOURS:  Monday  tfiru  Fridoy  7;30am  to  6:00pm,  Saturday  8:30  to  5:00pm 


sculpture 
lanterns 


bird  houses 


planters 


A  NEW  GARDEN 


carefully  letecied  hand  crafted  worki 

10  enhance  the  beauty  of  your 
garden  and  patio 

Aik  abo^c  frae  deHvcry 
In  NocVallay 

^  j^ll  for  a  fne  brochure 

415  282  2427 

Garden  Jazz  San  Francisco  California 


JOHN  J.  LEAL 

CONSTRUCTION  CO. 

LICENSE  t678bl9 

Seismic  Upgrades 

Fowidatiotis 
Rctaiititig  Walls 
Dryrot  Repairs 
Fire  Damage  •  Inspections 
Additions  •  Bathroo 
Kitchens 


^  (415)  991-3890 


LARRY  FORSBERQ 
Licensed  Acupuncturist 
Chinese  I  lerbologisl 


•1 


Worker's  Comp. 
Private  Insurance 

1201  Moe  St.*  207-9878 
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Florences 

FAMILY 
ALBUM 

lilusirated  Reminiscences 
hv  Florence  Holub 


About  10  years  ago  at  a  Sunday 
street  fair  on  24lh  Street.  I 
could  not  resist  buying  a  lovely 
handmade  garland  of  dried  flowers, 
made  to  be  worn  over  the  forehead  with 
ribbons  streaming  down  the  back. 

But  over  the  last  decade.  I  have  not 
once  had  occasion  to  wear  i( — not 
until  this  year  on  the  first  day  of  spring, 
when  we  went  to  a  celebration  in  honor 
of  the  day. 

It  was  held  in  the  home  of  Marianne 
Hinckle  (Warren's  talented  sister),  who 
resides  in  a  charming  cottage  clinging 
to  the  northeast  slope  of  Telegraph  Hill. 
Her  address  is  on  the  Filbert  Steps,  the 
steep  section  of  Filbert  Street  that  has 
lush  greenery  and  wooden  steps  instead 
of  the  usual  cement  pavement. 

To  get  to  the  cottage,  we  had  to  park 
our  car  below  on  Sansome  Street  and 
then  walk  up  a  stairway  with  154  steps. 
(I  got  this  number  from  a  little  girl  at 
the  party  who  had  counted  the  steps  as 
she  climbed  them!) 

All  through  the  house,  tables  were 
decked  with  delicious  fmger  food. 

amid  bouquets  of  daffodils, 
lilies,  and  every  other 
kind  of  spring  flower 

popping  up  this 
time  of  year. 


Liberty  and  Church  between  20th  and  21sL 


Stepping  Out 
With  My  Garland 


At  Sanchez,  there  are  62  steps  up  to  20th  StreeL 


Marianne  is  a  graphic  designer  of 
excellence,  so  most  of  the  guests  were 
either  associated  with  publishing  or 
printing,  or  were  her  friends  and  neigh- 
bors. My  man  Leo  and  I  were  invited  to 
the  party  because  of  our  connection 
with  Marianne's  printer  in  Noe  Valley, 
who  just  happens  to  be  our  son  Eric. 
(Eric  was  unable  to  attend  because  he 
was  on  vacation  in  England.) 

We  were  delighted  to  see  the  smiling 
face  of  Sally  Smith,  the  editor  of  this 
fine  publication,  who  was  in  the  com- 
pany of  Neal  Elkin,  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice's  typesetter  (and  spiritual  men- 
tor). But  Sally  soon  had  to  dash  off  to 
the  Voice  office,  where  she  and  Karol 
Barske  were  putting  the  fmishing 
touches  on  the  April  Fool's  issue. 

Later,  we  saw  another  familiar  face, 
belonging  to  Douglas  Pinto,  a  doctor 
friend  of  a  doctor  friend  of  ours.  Not 
knowing  where  we  lived,  he  asked  if  we 
were  neighbors  of  Marianne.  We 
explained  that  we  lived  in  Dolores 
Heights,  but  he  did  not  seem  to  have  the 
faintest  idea  of  where  that  was.  so  I 
described  our  hill,  which  is  rimmed 
with  cement  walls  and  staircases  but  has 
very  few  through  streets.  That  rang  a 
bell  for  Dr  Pinto,  for  he  remembered  an 
occasion  many  years  earlier  when  he 
was  rushing  through  our  neighborhood 
in  response  to  a  call. 

He  drove  up  our  hill  easily  enough, 
he  said,  but  then  became  entrapped 
within  what  seemed  like  a  maze  of  con- 
crete barriers.  He  grew  more  and  more 
desperate  as  every  comer  led  to  a  dead- 
end or  a  retaining  wall.  He  did  finally 
escape,  but  vowed  never  to  venture  that 
way  again.  "Yes,  I  know  the  place 
well!"  he  concluded  emphatically. 

For  those  readers  not  familiar  with 
our  area,  perhaps  I  can  lake  you  on  a 
short  walk  around  the  three  square 
blocks  atop  Dolores  Heights  between 
Liberty  and  19ih  streets.  We  can  start  at 
the  handsome  and  historically  important 
mansion  at  the  northeast  comer  of  2 1  st 
and  Sanchez  streets,  once  the  home  of 
Mayor  James  "Sunny  Jim"  Rolph. 

Going  north,  we  come  to  a  brown 
shingled  house  at  777  Sanchez  St.,  once 
the  home  of  Bud  Fisher,  one  of  the  rich- 
est and  most  popular  comic  strip  artists 
in  America  between  1907  and  1954.  He 
lived  most  of  his  life  in  this  house, 
while  working  for  the  San  Francisco 
Chronicle.  In  1921.  at  the  height  of  his 
career,  he  earned  $4,600  per  week — a 
fortune  at  that  time! — from  his  syndi- 


cated comic  strip,  "Mutt  and  Jeff." 

Bud  Fisher  died  in  1 954,  shortly 
before  we  moved  to  2 1st  Street,  but  I 
do  remember  his  stately  widow,  who 
looked  a  lot  like  Margaret  Dumont. 
the  actress  who  played  the  role  of 
Groucho's  overrefined  lady  friend  in 
the  Marx  Brothers  movies. 

Continuing  down  Sanchez,  we  arrive 
at  the  foot  of  a  staircase  leading  to 
Liberty  Street.  It  is  divided  by  a  planted 
area,  and  its  presence  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  one  half  of  Liberty  Street  towers 
high  above  the  other.  Whenever  I  look 
at  it.  I  am  reminded  of  Mutt  and  Jeff. 

From  here,  we  head  downhill  to 
Church  Street,  to  return  via  the  lower 
part  of  Liberty  Street,  which  is  divided 
by  a  landscaped  median  strip.  At  about 
mid-block  we  come  to  a  lavish  garden, 
tended  by  the  loving  hands  of  Liberty 
Street  resident  Louise  Meyer,  whose 
blooming  camellias,  azaleas,  pansies, 
and  begonias  cheerfully  celebrate  the 
season  with  the  entire  color  spectrum. 

Another  Liberty  Street  resident. 
Harold  Levy,  planted  three  trees  on  this 
strip.  One,  a  "dawn"  redwood,  lived  80 
million  years  ago,  and  was  thought  to 
be  extinct  until  it  was  discovered  still 
growing  in  a  remote  area  of  China  by  a 
professor  from  U.C.  Berkeley  in  1936. 
Mr.  Levy  planted  this  redwood  seedling 
in  1980.  and  it  has  grown  to  be  about 
20  feet  high. 

Unlike  the  other  two  darker-hued 
trees  Mr  Levy  planted — a  Douglas  fir 
and  a  coast  redwood — the  dawn  red- 
wood is  deciduous  (it  sheds),  so  these 
days  it  is  adorned  with  new  light-green 
leaves. 

At  the  end  of  the  block,  stroll  around 
the  comer  and  back  to  Sanchez  Street. 
This  walk  serves  to  illustrate  the 
ingenious  solutions  that  city  engineers 
came  up  with  in  1916.  when  residents 
protested  an  attempt  to  impose  San 
Francisco's  typical  gridiron  street  plan 
upon  their  hilly  area. 

Every  homeowner  wanted  his  street 
to  be  at  the  same  level  as  his  house, 
which  would  have  been  impossible 
because  a  lot  of  the  early  homes  were 
built  at  different  elevations.  The  engi- 
neers appeased  people  by  creating 
several  two-tiered  streets,  many  dead- 
ends, at  least  six  staircases,  and  many 
retaining  walls. 

All  of  these  obstructions  to  traffic, 
combined  with  the  steepness  of  our  hill 
(which  separates  Noe  and  Eureka  val- 
leys), have  served  to  keep  our  area 


fairly  undiscovered  and  untraveled, 
except  by  the  hardiest  of  hikers.  But  it  is 
well  worth  the  climb  to  see  the  abun- 
dant landscaping,  the  variety  of  archi- 
tectural styles,  and  especially  the 
breathtaking  view  of  our  beautiful  city. 

Many  of  the  guests  at 
Marianne's  vernal  equinox 
party — high  atop  that  other 
hill  —  remarked  upon  my  apropos  head- 
gear, which  pleased  me.  as  I  almost 
didn't  wear  it.  When  I  took  the  garland 
out  of  the  plastic  bag.  some  of  the  flow- 
ers dropped  off.  Upon  closer  inspection 
I  saw  that  they  were  barely  fastened 
with  a  narrow  wrapping  of  tissue  paper! 

Not  to  be  discouraged  by  such  a 
minor  fiaw.  I  went  to  the  kitchen  and 
found  one  of  the  wire  bands  that  lettuce 
comes  bound  in.  Then  I  stripped  off  the 
tissue  paper  and  began  wrapping  the 
wire  through  and  around  the  dried  posies 
until  I  got  them  fastened  precariously 
back  in  place.  Fortunately,  no  one  at  the 
party  seemed  to  notice  that  my  head- 
dress was  on  the  verge  of  falling  apart. 

The  garland  was  still  in  place  when 
we  retumed  home,  so  I  put  it  back 
in  the  plastic  bag.  where  it  shall  remain 
until  we  are  invited  to  another  joyous 
celebration  heralding  the  first  day  of 
spring.  □ 


Back  at 
Sanchez  and 
Liberty  streets, 
we  have  circled 
Che  hill. 


There  are  a  total  of  60  steps  to  cross  Liberty 


horn  «TRe»-T 

Noe  Street  with  8S  steps  up  to  Liberty  Street 


Cumberland  Street  has  33  steps  up  to  Sanchez. 


I9th  Street  with  96  steps  up  to  Sanchez  Street 


Noe  Street  with  33  steps  up  to  Cumberland, 


The  ramp  from  Noe  to  20th  Street 
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jV  PERVEEN'S 
-t^  KIDS  CARE 


OPEN  5  DAYS 

MONDAY-FRIDAY  7  AM- 6  PM 

1646  ALABAMA  ST. 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94110 

PERVEEN  KHALIQ 
(415)  647.1427 


STATt  UC 
380506060 


Peter's  Magic 
Carpet  Cleaning 

2  rooms  &  hollwoy-S39.95  (up to  400 sq.ft.) 
Addifionol  work  lO'/sq.  ft.  •  No  hidden  chofges 

647-3018 
841-7712  pager 

Hours  M-F  8-6 
All  work  guaranteed 


Jean  M,  Turk 

Attorney  at  Law 
WILLS  •  PROBATE 

(415)  621-8070 

1453  Mission  St.,  Suite  570 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


Kids  All  Around 

FAMILY  DAY  CARE 


Ar^celi  "Chely"  Lozada.  director 

LICENSE  #380506442 

>  Credentialed 

•  CPR  &  First  Aid  Certified 

•  Licensed 
.FT&  PT 

•  Nutritious  Meals 

•  2  Languages: 
English  &  Spanish 


824-2403 


Howdy,  folks!  Have  y'all  been  to  Little  Bean 
Sprouts  lately?  If  not,  "Hop-a-long"  over  and 
check  our  new  spring  collections  (including 
Loo  Na.  Flapdoodles.  Charlie  Rocket  and 
metropolitan  prairie  for  boys)!  they'll  be 
sure  to  make  ya  holler  whoopee! 


little    bean  sprouts 


3961 A  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  415-550-1668 
Mon-Sat  10am  to  7pm  •  Sunday  11am  to  6pm 


Summer  Visions  1996 

JUNE  24 -AUGUST  2 

★   Dramatic  Arts  and  Olympics 

*  Art  and  Nature 

^^■^              .  a  '.'^B 

*  Sports  and  Games 

■A-   Field  Trips 

*  Pre-Kindergarten  and 

LIVE 
OAK 
School 

First  Grade  Class  (Fall  '96) 

*  Organized  Sports 

*  Swimming 

*  1  to  6  week  sign-ups 

All  Inclusive  Fees  with 
Extended  Care  Hours  Included 

Call: 

Or  write  LiVE  Oak  SUMMER  PROGRAM 

Gary  Friedman                      ^   \\7  DIAMOND  STREET 

415  861-8840                 San  Francisco  94114 

DEEP   IN  THE 

HEART   OF  NOE 

★  Congratulations  ^ 

*  to  all  of  the  * 

Families  &  Teachers 

of 

Children's  Day  School! 

•  For  continuing  their  great  preschool  programs! 

•  For  their  new  commitment  to 
gradually  add  grades  3  through  5! 

•  And  for  Children's  Day  Schoors 

new  non-profit  status! 

Children's  Day  School  will  continue  to  develop  its  beautiful 
one-acre  school  site  located  at  333  Dolores  Street,  San 
Francisco,  USA.  We  will  enter  into  the  year  2001  as  a  full 
elementary  school,  grades  K  through  5,  while  continuing 
our  established,  wonderful  preschool  program. 

Now  Accepting  Enrollments  for  the  Fall 

333  Dolores  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
861-5432 


Remember  all  the  books 
she  read  to  you? 


This  Mother's  Day 

give  her  words  of  love 


Noe  Valley  author  Leshe  Kirk  Campbell 
will  talk  with  customers  and  sign  copies 
of  her  book,  Journey  Into  Motherhood^ 
on  Saturday,  May  18,  from  2-4  p.m. 


3910  Twenty-Fourth  Street  neor  Sanchez 
San  Francisco  •  (415)  282-8080 

Mondoy  through  Saturday  10  am-9  pm 
Sunday  10  am-6  pm 
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There  Are  Plenty  of  Smiles  available  at  Wind  m  the  Willows  Preschool  on  Church  Street.  But  in  case  you've  missed  them,  here  are  four  of  the  brightest:  from  left  are  Roisin 
Kennealy.  sisters  Molly  and  Emily  Lehman,  and  Arielle  Anthony.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Check  Out  the  Bottom  Line, . . 


McGuir* 

MM/ 

Frcmcisccm 

39* 


TBI 
42* 


Prudential 
47* 


Horilord  Droubi  Co. 

W*  74* 


Coldwall  Banker 
83* 


Pacific  Union 
125* 


^  Number  One  In  Buyers  &  Sellers  Represented  in  1995  in*. 

Noe  Valley,  Upper  Market,  Eureka  Valley,  Glen  Park,  Haight  Ashbury, 
Buena  Vista,  Duboce  TViangle,  Clarendon  Heights  and  Twin  Peaks 


*Buyers  &  Sellers  represented  in  1995. 

Based  on  information  from  the  Greater  San  Francisco  Association  of  Realtors®  t  Multiple 
Listing  Service  (MLS)  data  for  district  5  for  the  period  1/1/95  through  12/31/95. 


ZEPHYR 


It  Clearly  Belongs  to 


160* 

4040  24lh  StrMt  Son  rrancbco,  CJl  94114  695-7707 


ZEPHYR 


4200  17th  Str*«l  San  Fraiicisco,  CA  94114  552-9500 
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FUSION  ARTS 

Fused  and  Slumped  Glass 

Learn  lo  Create  Beautiful 
Jewelry,  Ornaments  and 
Decorative  Items  with  Glass. 
It's  Easy  and  Fun. 
4-week  classes  start  monthly 

337-9554 


a    SL  a  p. 


Katherine 

MiCHIELS 

School 


Lie.  #380-50-4523 


A  well  balanced  program  of  academic  education,  creative  shared  play,  and 
structured  activities — an  active  school  experience  for  growing  children. 

AGES  3  MONTHS  TO  8  YEARS 
I nf ants- Preschool- Pre-K  •  Kindergarten- First  and  Second  Grade 
Daycare  7:00  am  to  6:00  pm  •  Evening  care  2:00  pm  to  Midnight 

Open  House  by  appointment,  each  Tuesday  at  9:30  and  10:30  am 
(415)  821-1434  ext.  11 

Katherine  Michiels  •  1335  Guerrero  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

moving  lowardti  rinotiunal,  phy.ncal, 
mental,  and  .tpintual  well  being 

415  282  6229 

SAN-  FRANCISCO    NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD.  ADTR       LCS  15026 


orkdhop  for 
Parents  of  Adolescents 


Saturday,  June  15,  1996  •  IOam  -  IPM 
Noe  Valley  Family  Therapy  Center 

Topics  to  be  covered: 

^  Cooperation  and  the  development  of  responsibility 

**-  Encouragement  and  self-esteem 

*  Personality  development 

Your  own  adolescence:  how  it  affects  your  relationship  with  your 
teenager 

Fee:  $35.00  per  workshop 
For  further  information  call: 
(415)  263-3973 

There  will  be  an  additional  folloi\'up  m}rk,.ihop  at  the  ,mme  location 


The.  Ark 

QuaCity  Toys  and  Crofts 

"Wfiere  once  upon  a  time  is  now" 

3845  24tfi  Street  atVicksbur^ 

Son  Francisco  •  821-1257  •  Open  every  cCc^  at  10:30 


BURRITOS  •  TACOS  •  ENCHILADAS 
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TAQUERIA 


Se  ruing 

Fresh  •  Fast  •  Fantastic 

MEXICAN  FOOD 

In  the  Heart  of 

NOE  valley 


Open  Everyday  11  am  -  10  pm 
3917  24th  Street  at  Sanchez  •  648-0477 
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MV31S  •  V3S3MJ  VflOV  •  SNIV39  MOVIO 


Markets 


5% 

Senior 

Citizen 

Discount 

Every 

Tuesday 


OFFERS 

•  HARRIS  RANCH 
U.S.D.4.  CHOICE  GRAIN  FED  BEEF 

•  FOSTER  FARMS  POULTRY 


E Foster 
Farms. 


0^ 


COME  IN  AND  MEET 
BELL  MARKET 
STORE  MANAGER 
GARY  GROSSETTI 


YOUR  BELL  MARKET 
IS  CONVENIENTLY 

LOCATED  AT: 
3950  24th  Street 
STORE  HOURS 
6  am-  12  am  Daily 
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Next  Month 
THE  RETURN  of 
MORE 
MOUTHS 
!  to  feed ! 


More  Mouths  to  Feed  warns 

to  show  off  your  newest  family  member. 
If  you  have  welcomed  a  baby  into  the 
house  or  just  adopted  a  teenager,  please 
send  your  announcement  to  The  Noe  Val- 
ley Voice,  More  Mouths.  1021  Sanchez 
St..  San  Francisco.  CA941 14.  Don't  for- 
get to  include  your  phone  number,  so  we 
can  arrange  for  the  family  porlrail.  □ 


o  n  t  C45  o  1  i 
Pre  school  and  family  daycare 

Hours  7:30  am  -6K)0  pm  •  5  days/week 
Ages  2-6 -French  Taught 

3881  20th  Sueet,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
(415)  550-1114 

state  L>cens«  I)8CIS(HSJ6 


SAAALL  FRYS , 

Small  Frys  wants  to  wish  all  mothers  a  Happy  ^( 
Mother's  Day  on  May  12.  Stop  by  for  a  free  rose. 

The  Noe  Valley  clothing 
store  exclusively  for  children. 

•  specializing  in  comfortable 
and  affordable  100%  cotton 
play  clothes,  sleepwear, 
and  dresses 

•  Newborn,  toddler  and 
infant  sizes 

•  Children's  sizes  0-7 

4066  24th  Street 
in  Noe  Valley 
(415)  648-3954 

10:00-6:00  Monday-Saturday  •  11:00-5:30  Sunday 


Flower  Girls:  The  payoff  for  slogging  through  all  that  spring  rain  is  here.  Flowers  abound. 
And  3'/i-year-old  Ezra  Murray  just  picked  one  for  mom  Mary  Haas,  before  posing  for  the 
Voice's  annual  Mother's  Day  photo.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


STUFF     FOR  KIDS 


^iano  &  %i 


oice 

LESSONS 
with  Paul  Roth 


Professional  Musician 
20  years  experience 

Teaching  children  and  adults, 
beginners  to  advanced 

Friendly,  relaxed  atmosphere 
Noe  Valley  locahon 

(415)  647-1366 


HAIR  CARE 
Harriet  &  Sydney 

32  years  in  Noe  Valley 
1233  Castro  at  24th  826-0222 


B€coM€  nnr 

A  fine  studio  portrait  of  you 
together  with  someone  you  love 
is  something  you'll  treasure. 
Not  only  that,  it's  fun,  too. 
To  arrange  a  sitting,  call: 

Chloe  Atkins  •  285-llU 


Is  your  child 
showing  an  interest 
in  Martial  Arts? 

The  Boldiziir  Karate  School  offers  a 
safe  and  supportive  children's  program 

You  and  your  child  are  welcome  to 
observe  classes  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays 
and  Thursdays  5lo6  pm 

BOIDIZAR 
KARATE  SCHOOL 

(415)  826.6123 

1307  Castro  ibtwn.  24lh  St  &  lersey) 

San  Francisco 


The  AlvaraJo  PTA 
says 

THANK  YOU 

to  tlie  Noe  Valley  MercKants 
wko  gave  so  generously  to 
our  recent  Silent  Auction 

& 

to  our  Noe  Valley  skoppers 
wko  got  some  GREAT  deals! 
We  appreciate  your  support  .  .  . 
Tke  monies  raised  will  Le  used  to  fund 
programs  eUminated  due  to  kudget  cuts. 


Mark  your  calendars  for  next  year, 

MARCH,  1997!" 


Win  J  in  tke  Willows 


Wind  in  tke  Willows 

presckool,  serving  Noe 
Valley  since  1973,  Kas 
openings  in  tke  afternoon 
program  (or  Fall  1996. 


Our  children  range  from 
age  2'^2  to  5  years  old. 


Call  285-5510  for 
applications. 


1444  CKurck  Street 
San  Francisco 
California  94131 
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Get  Your  Business 
on  the  Internet! 


Huge  Graphics  will  design  a  unique  Websile  loi  ' 
youi  company  based  on  yout  curieni  image  or  create  ^ 
one  Iresh,  Irom  the  ground-up.  And  we  work  cheap!  | 


Entail  huge@sirius.coni  or  call  41S/285-7667 


Sharon  Davis       Roliert  Hinleson 


In  Noe  Valley 
^an  Franciscd 


Pdone/message: 

(415)  647-1272 


SchweD 

■  CONSTRUCTION- 


"A  Noe  Vallty  Builder' 

(415)  285-2160 

Alex  Schwed 
General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 


gBBBg 

Mrmbf  f 


IMAIMHA 

New  African  Institute 
Mission  of  Healing  Arts 


Shares  Knowledge 
"On  How  to  Rejuvenate 
your  Immune 
System  Naturally"  ^ 

Call  1-900-PRO-HLTH 
(1-900-776-4584) 

Must  be  18  24-7 
$199  per  min. 


.  MELANIN , 


IDE      /    \  HinORY 

THROUGK  IRUE 
KNOWLEDGE  VOU  ARE 
YOUR  OWN  HEALER 


Desperately  Seeking  Sanity? 

Dcptli-DrieiiteJ  psytliotlierapy  witli  an  fxpuriented  tKi-rapist  vAio  uses  compassion,  insi^lil: 
iiunutr  ami  gooJ  iiltl-faslilDneJ  common  sense  In  address  a  wide  range  of  treatment  issues 


Individuals  and  couples  •  Fees  negotiate  •  Office  in  Glen  Part 
ElisaKetK  FelJman,  MFCC  (MFC  #29510)  (415)  273.5833 


Quality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendix 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

J479S* 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$247^5* 

Guaranteed 


Front  or  rear 
Pads  Sx  shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 .  Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

*  Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


2  yr.,20,000  mUes  on  parts 
1  yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

•  Front  wheel  drive  included 
New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

•  Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 .  Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 

4.  Pilot  Bearing 


Discount  Brake  &  Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th) 
431-9400     M-F  7:30- 7:00  •  SAT  8:00  -  6:00 

Musi  preseni  «her  service  oider  is  w.inen  Call  lor  svatranly  delails  Mosi  cars  and  lifltil  liucKs  MeUllic  oaOs  extra  W8  Oo  not 
pay  our  employees  commissions  Sometimes  addilional  parts  and  labor  may  be  needed  lo  complete  me  repaK  pioperly  CosI  may 
be  substantial  We  perform  the  fiighest  qualitv  service  at  the  lowest  possiDlP  nnce 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


Plus  we  will  b«at  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 


ours  bv  S2.0Q 


FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 
 WHEN  WORKJS  DpN_E  H_ERL   ' 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER  ~l 

tf>OC  *  up  to  5  quarts  I 

^  •  Replace  Oil  Filter 

_  •  Check_Vjtal_nuld_Level$_  | 

TUNE  UP  Sc  SERVICE  ~I 
$5  "795  47.95  6cyl.  | 

3/4cyl.  57.95  8 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 
3  Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  &  8-5 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 
Olympic  GasatS.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6:30  &  SAT  8-5 


ELECTRICAL 

New  circuit  breaker  panels  installed 

SCALLY  ELECTRIC 

Lie  «81637 

415  206.1197 

Extra  Outlets,  Circuits  and 
All  Types  of  Electrical  Work  Done 


Acupuncture  Clinic  & 
Chinese  Herbal  Pharmacy 

1201  Noe  Street  (at  25th)  •  415  285.0931 

Convenient  concentrated  liquid  extracts,  tablets, 
leas,  bulk  herbs,  nutritional  supplements 

Acupuncture  by  appointment 

Ancieiif  Remedies  for  Modem  Ailments 


GILLIGAN 
CONSTRUCTION 

General  Contractor,  Lie.  #70ii4i 

•  Kitchens  &  Baths  •  Decks 

•  Seismic  Upgrades 

239-0434 


B 
T 


§BBB 


Leave  It  To  Nacho 

Cleaning  &  Hauling 


Garage,  Basement  &  Yards 
Construction  Site  Clean-ups 


Free  Estimates— Reasonable  Rates 

I  415  589-1425 


UPSTAIRS/  DOWNSTAIRS 

S.F.'S  ANTIQUES  DEPARTMENT  STORE 

890  VALENCIA  AT  20TH 
647-4211 


HOURS: 
f^ON-SAT  n-6  SUN  1-5 


^  ThgflnifiKil 


Pets  for  your  enjoyment, 
supplies  for  their  needs 

647-8755 

Easy  Parking  •  VISA  •  MasterCard 

4298  24th  Street  at  Douglass 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Glen  Canyon  Animal  Hospital 

A  Unique  Focus  on  Preventative  Health  Care  for  Dogs  and  Cats 

Dentistry:  Root  Canal,  Filling,  Periodontal  Procedures 
&.  Jaw  Fractures 

T^utritum:  Specialty  Diets,  Allergies,  Obesity  Si 
Un)loyical 

Flea  Control:  Advanced  Insect  Growth  Regulators, 
Flea  Products 

Chronic  Disease  Management:  Heart  Disease  & 
1  mmunodeficiency 

In  Office  Testing:  General  Blood  Screening,  Diabetic 
Monitoring,  Feline  Leukemia  Virus,  Feline  Immuno- 
deficiency Virus,  Heartworm  Antigen  and  Parvovirus 


AAHA 


I  AMERICAN 

ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL 
I  ASSOCIATION 


WE  PROVIDE  PERSONAL  PET  CARE! 


FREE  CONVENIENT  PARKING 

Located  in  the  Diamond  Heights 
Shopping  Center  behind  Thrifty  Jr. 


Richard  C.  Spickard,  DVM 
W.  Chris  Hummel,  DVM 

920^6980 


Irene  Kane  Photography 

Capturing  dynamic,  inemorabU  image**  of  your 
Wedding,  Anniversary,  Bar  or  Bat  Mitzvah,  Corporate  Event 


Quality  Photography  —  Serving  Noe  Vallry  and  the  Bay  Area  dince  1981 

821-7369 
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Author  Feels 
Frisky  After 
Barking  at 
Prozac 

By  Kathy  Dalle-Molle 

Every  evening  for  most  of  last  year. 
Noe  Valley  writer  Tom  McNichoI  heard 
the  voice  of  Buck,  his  childhood  dog. 

Although  the  beagle  has  been  in  what 
McNichoI  calls  '  that  great  kennel  in  the 
sky"  for  almost  two  decades.  Buck's  for- 
mer master  says.  "He  dragged  me  to  the 
computer  late  at  night  and  was  speaking 
through  me.  I  became  Buck's  transcriber" 

The  result  of  this  unusual  channeling 
was  Barking  at  Prozac:  My  Diary,  a  hu- 
morous and  insightful  journal  written  by 
Buck,  "as  told  to  Tom  McNichoI." 

The  120-page  illustrated  book,  pub- 
lished this  spring  by  Crown,  ponders  the 
psyches  of  both  humans  and  animals,  and 
drools  over  that  modem  dilemma  of  de- 
pression sufferers — to  medicate  or  not  to 
medicate. 

McNichoI,  a  five-year  resident  of  28th 
Street  who  regularly  contributes  humor- 
ous essays  and  feature  stories  to  the  Wash- 
ington Post,  USA  Weekend,  and  GQ. 
came  up  with  the  idea  for  Barking  at 
Prozac  a  couple  of  years  ago,  after  read- 
ing about  real-life  veterinarians  who  were 
prescribing  the  antidepressant  Prozac  for 
their  canine  patients. 

"At  first,  I  thought  that  was  just  funny," 
recalls  McNichoI,  "Then  I  decided  it 
might  be  interesting  to  look  at  depression 
from  a  dog's-eye  view.  I  believe  dogs  are 
what  humans  aspire  to  be.  They  eat  when 
they  want  to  eat.  They  sleep  when  they 
want  to  sleep.  They  love  unconditionally. 
Dogs  don't  think  about  the  future,"  he 
says.  "I  decided  to  put  a  dog  in  a  human 
situation  and  see  what  happened." 

As  Buck  tells  it:  "One  day,  there  I  was, 
a  happy  pup  with  a  handsome  house  out 
in  the  back  yard,  a  pack  of  trusted  friends, 
and  more  toys  than  I  could  possibly  put 
in  my  mouth  at  the  same  time.  Then  I  be- 
gan to  lose  interest  in  eating  —  even  the 
most  expensive  moist  food.  The  magic 
vanished  from  simple  activities  that  once 
brought  me  joy,  like  knocking  over  the 
kitchen  trash  can.  My  tail  slopped  wag- 
ging for  the  cute  cocker  spaniel  next  door. 
I  was  in  the  grip  of  a  powerful  depression. 
That's  when  my  vet  suggested  Prozac." 


Writer  Tom  McNichoI  came  face  to  face  with 
his  best  friend  in  Barking  at  Prozac. 

McNichoI.  36 — "just  over  5  in  dog 
years" — says  his  book  is  for  dog  lovers 
as  well  as  "depressed  people  who  need  a 
good  laugh.'  even  a  bad  laugh." 

But  there's  a  serious  side  as  well.  Al- 
though McNichoI  believes  many  people 
have  been  helped  by  Prozac,  he  nonethe- 
less feels  that  the  drug  "is  widely  over- 
prescribed."  Through  Buck's  story,  Mc- 
NichoI shows  how  seductive  the  idea  of 
happiness  in  a  pill  can  be. 

"Prozac  might  relieve  the  symptoms  of 
depression,  but  I'm  not  sure  it  really  gets 
to  the  heart  of  the  problem,"  he  says. 
"This  book  is  not  about  advising  people 
against  Prozac,  but  it  is  about  encourag- 
ing them  to  think  in  wider  terms.  You  lake 
Prozac,  you  feel  better.  But  then  what?" 

In  the  book,  as  Buck  becomes  a 
"Prozac  pooch"  and  struggles  to  gel  in 
touch  with  his  "inner  puppy,"  he  grows  to 
realize  "how  much  my  depression  is  a  re- 
sult of  my  own  unrealized  expectations. 

"Growing  up,  1  always  envisioned  my- 
self as  one  day  becoming  a  hero.  What 
dog  doesn't','  I'd  imagine  myself  racing 
into  a  burning  bam,  the  searing  flames 
licking  at  my  fur  and  my  singeing 
whiskers.  With  my  blood  boiling  and  my 
brain  about  to  explode  through  my  nose, 
1  grope  my  way  through  the  choking 
smoke,  cock  my  ears,  and  fmd  myself  in- 
stinctively drawn  to  a  faint  cry  for  help. 
In  a  matter  of  moments ,  I  emerge  from  the 
fiery  inferno  dragging  linle  Timmy  to 
safety  by  his  tattered  shirt  collar." 

By  the  end  of  his  tale.  Buck  is  encour- 
aging other  Prozac  pooches  —  including 
his  friend  Heidi,  a  Border  collie  being 
treated  for  obsessive-compulsive  disor- 
der— to  "aim  to  climb  as  high  as  your  de- 
pression was  deep.  Get  out  of  recovery 
and  into  discovery." 


the  depression  that  sometimes  dogged  him  and 
Photo  by  Tom  Wachs 

McNichoI.  who  has  suffered  through 
his  own  bout  with  depression,  admits  that 
his  fictional  character  "the  Chief."  Buck's 
owner — a  TV-obsessed.  Prozac-inhaling 
couch  potato  —  is  somewhat  autobio- 
graphical. However,  he's  never  taken  the 
popular  little  green  and  white  capsules 
himself. 

"Depression  runs  in  my  family."  he 
says.  "I've  got  that  gift.  I  know  what  it 
means  to  wake  up  with  the  Big  Black  Dog 
on  my  chesl,  but  I  was  able  to  twist  my 
way  out  of  it  without  medication.  Instead, 
I  stepped  outside  of  myself.  I  started  vol- 
unteering. I  joined  the  First  Unitarian 
Church.  I  began  exercising  more,  getting 
out  more  and  meeting  more  people." 

As  for  how  Buck  and  the  Chief  are  far- 
ing post-Prozac,  McNichoI  says,  "One 
certainly  hopes  the  Chief  is  watching  less 


Wind  in  the  Willows 

ivishes  to  acknotoledge  the  generous  donations  of 
the  follotving  Noe  Valley  merchants  and  artisans  who 
contributed  to  the  success  of  our  spring  Silent  Auction: 

k  Cut  Above  Casln)  •  Allure  •  Astrld  Rabat  Shoes  •  Bell  Market  ■  Beyond  the  Sea 
Caruso  Wine  &  Spirits  •  Chloe's  Cafe  •  Common  Scents  •  Cover  to  Cover 
Drewe's  Meats  Firefly  Restaurant  •  Giadrags  •  Global  Exchange  •  Holey  Bagel 
Hot  Headz  •  J  &  S  Baibenng  •  Just  for  h\in  •  Little  Bean  Sprouts  •  Mail  Boxes,  Etc 
MIsha's  Antiques  •  Mystery  Bookstore  •  Natural  Resources  •  Noe  Valley  Bakery 
Noe  Valley  Music  •  One  Stop  Party  Shop  •  Out  of  Hand  •  Panetti's  Gifts 
F^k-a-Bootique  •  Prado  Frame  •  Purely  Physical  Fitness  •  Rich's  One  Hour  Photo 
Rory's  Ice  Cream  •  San  Francisco  Coffee  -  Sea  Breeze  Cleaners  •  Small  Pry's 
Streetlight  Records  •  The  Animal  Company  •  The  French  Tblip  •  The  Mitre  Box 
The  Planter's  Nursery  ■  The  Real  ft>od  Company  •  Tbm  feasant  Pies 
Urban  Cellars  Beer  &  Wine  •  Valley  Chiropractic  •  Video  Wave 
VIP  Pet  Grooming  •  Walgreen's  •  24th  Street  Cheese  Company 


Win^  in  tke  Willows,  Inc. 

a  Non-Profit  Presclwol 
1444  Cliurch  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94131 


TV.  My  guess  is  that  the  Chief  is  no  longer 
depressed.  Buck  and  the  Chief  spiraled 
together  and  both  brought  themselves  up. 

"When  I  think  of  Buck."  he  adds.  "I 
like  to  thmk  of  a  dog  wearing  sunglasses, 
sitting  beside  an  Olympic-size  pool — 
Buck  having  his  day  in  the  sun.  Agents, 
movies. ..even  though  I've  not  seen  a 
penny  of  it." 

While  writing  Barking  at  Prozac.  Mc- 
NichoI was  often  inspired  by  the  abun- 
dant supply  of  dogs  in  Noe  Valley. 

"Living  in  this  neighborhood,  the  only 
other  thing  I  could  have  possibly  written 
about  would  have  been  babies,"  he  says. 
"Often,  if  I  got  stuck  on  d  section  of  the 
book.  I'd  take  a  walk  around  the  neigh- 
borhood. I'd  see  five  different  dogs,  all 
with  different  expressions.  I'd  observe 
them — sniffing  or  sitting  outside  or  walk- 
ing with  their  owners.  Then  I'd  go  back 
home  and  finish  writing." 

Although  he's  an  ardent  dog  lover.  Mc- 
NichoI, surprisingly  enough,  hasn't  owned 
a  dog  since  Buck  died  in  1 979.  "My  land- 
lord doesn't  allow  pets."  he  says. 

"But  I  absolutely  want  to  get  another 
dog.  Buck  was  a  beagle,  so  another  bea- 
gle is  definitely  in  the  running.  I'm  also 
partial  to  Jack  Russell  terriers.  If  nothing 
else.  I'd  like  to  meet  Jack  Russell  some 
day  just  to  shake  his  paw."  □ 

Tom  McNichoI  hopes  Buck  can  do  a 
book-scratching  in  Noe  Valley  someday. 
Till  then,  he  will  be  reading  from  and 
signing  copies  of  Barking  at  Prozac  at 
Borders  Books  in  Pleasanton  on  May  23 
at  7:30  p.m.  The  address  is  4575  Rose- 
wood Drive.  Call  510-227-1412  for  ad- 
ditional information. 


TRI4 

REALTORS  ^^^^^^^ 
.1  Dimiim  iij Ilirl'rtiilf'iiial'Jdn  l>iiiij;lia  Ci 


■  Coioomie  Spwiioi  0'  SFMOMA  • 


THREE  DRAMATIC  VIEW  UNITS. 
$579,000  Spectacular  panoramas  ot  ihe  Bay 
Bridge  &  dowiownciiy  lights  Fabulous  1 920's 
archiieclure  wiih  wood  burning  fireplaces, 
hardwood  floors  and  light  tilled  rooms.  Decks 
on  }  levels  overlooking  large  open  garden 
Ms.  Taggart/Ms.  Hemingway  ext.300/308 


COMING  SOON!  On  top  of  Noe  Valley  at 
Grandview.  Brand  New  ihree  and  four  bed- 
room condominiums  with  great  views.  Plans 
are  in  office  Call  tor  preview 
Ms.  Ray/Ms.  Peacock  ext.243/268 


NOE  VALLEY.  $329,000 

"The  Bunny  House"  -  A  jewel  of  a  property 
One  bedroom  plus  lott  area  and  1.2  bath. 
Remodeled  kitchen  and  bath,  one  car  parking. 
Also  a  great  Condo  alternative.  - 
Ms.  Sullivan  ext.228 


NOE  VALLEY.  Price  upon  request. 

Two  Charminj;  VitiorLtn  tl  jis,  iwii  bedrwms  each,  beautiful  landscaped  south  garden 
We  have  many  buyers  looking  for  uniis  in  Noe  Valley,  please  callus  if  you' 
Ms.  Ray/Ms.  Peacock  eiil.268/243 


DIAMOND  HEIGHTS  VIEW  CONDO.  S228.000. 

Coming  S(Hin'  Fabulous  panoMiiiic  view  2  bednxitn,  2  bath  top  floor  comer  unit,  l+carprkg.  fireplace, 
likyligfils.  and  private  deck  Mr.  Tom  ex(.279 


1M4  \  ,m  N.^,  ,\n-nu.  hllm.'i.  si„-u 

"  m  Ir.iiui^...t  lEJ    LU  s.,f.Vr.in..«,..  C  A 

474-1750  — *  771-8500 
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cKuck  amhony 

progresjive. 

anhitecami  design 

co«-semitive 

4  15  863*8426 

desiirn  for  inienot 

and  exienot  feno- 

vaiion.  addition 

and  mtoraiion. 

sRull-scale 

rnidentiai  proiecis. 

u>rt  corned 

HARD  &  SOFTWOOD  FLOORS 

Install  •  Repair  •  Refinish  •  Stain  •  Recoat 

YOAV  ZADOK 

Phone:  415-487-0992 
Pager;  510-840-5057 


HANDiMEN 

VICTORIANS  •  HOUSECALLS  •  CUSTOM 
RETROFITTING  •  REPAIRS  •  WALLS 
DOORS  •  WINDOWS  -  FLOORS  •  SHEET- 
ROCK  &  PLASTER  .  PAINT  •  ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING  •  TILING  •  SOUNDPROOF 
ACOUSTIC  PARTITIONS 


BY  OLIVIER 


826-8766 


E  A  ELECTRIC 

CA  Lie.  #593027 

Free  Estimates 
Prices  given  on  the  spot! 
Low  Rates 

415.585.0432 

PAGER:  415.  896. 7256 


/  make  house  calls 


Beth  Kershaw,  Realtor 

•  Creator  of  the  Gien  Park 
Service  Directory 

•  Glen  Park  Homeowner 

Your  Glen  Park  Connection 
550-1302  ext.  215 


Green  Leaf 

TREE  &  GARDEN  SERVICE 

COMPLETE  GARDENING 
&  YARD  CLEAN-UP  SERVICE 

•  Lawn  Care,  Fertilizing 

•  Irrigation  Systems 

•  Designing  &  Plant  Installations 

•  Hedge  Trimmmg,  Ivy 

•  Seasonal  &  Ornamental  Pruning 

•  Stump  &  Tree  Removal 
Hauling 

Quality  Work 

LOCAL  REFERENCES 
681-5112 

S48  Eli2abeth,  San  Francisco 


Immortalize  your  house, 
garden  or  favorite  view 
with  a  charming  watercolor 
and  ink  original  painting. 
A  great  gift,  souvenir 
or  keepsake. 

Various  sizes  and  prices. 

Susan  Stemau 
285-0696 


CLEN  PARK 

After  School  Program 

Help  Your  Child  Enter  the 
World  of  Creative  Arts! 

Registration  is  now  open  for  fall, 
and  enrollment  is  limited. 
For  information,  call 

4697928 

Located  at  the  Clen  Park 
Elementary  School 

151  Lippard  Avenue,  Room  6 
Sari  Francisco,  CA  94131 


To  advertise 


on  the 
Glen  Park  page 
call  Jane  at 
550-1991 


CRITTER 
FRITTERS 

PET  FOODS  &  SUPPLIES 

(415)  239-7387 
670  Chenery  St.,  SF 

Open  7  days  a  week! 

>l5Jlr  us  about  our 
frequent  buyer  card! 


DAYLIGHT  CONSTRUCTION  CO 

Lie  #660635 
Bonded  &  Insured 

(415)452-3157 


♦  New  Work 

♦  Earthquake  Retrofitting 

♦  Foundations 


♦  Remodeling 

♦  Termites/DryRot 

♦  Decks/Stairs 


FREE  ESTIMATES! 
Owner:  Neil  Doherty 


GLEN  PARK 


DENTAL  OFFICE 


Dan  Gustavson,  DDS 
&  Associates 


Dental  Care  for 
the  Whole  Family 

BLEACHING 
IMPLANTS 
VENEERS 

Weekend  and  evening 
hours  available. 

2790  Diamond  Street 
San  Francisco 


585-1500 


I 


Every  disposable  diaper 
ever  used  by  every  baby 
in  the  world  since  the 
very  first  one  was  ever 
sold  (1963)  still  exists 
somewhere  on  this 
planet  That's  something 
to  think  about. 

Dy»Dee  Wash  supplies 
soft  natural  cotton 
diapers  —  comfortable, 
affordable,  reusable/ 
recyclable  for  your  baby 
and  your  baby's  future. 


761-4445 
Cotton  Diaper  Service 

DY*DEE 
WA 


GLEN 
PARK 


HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 

Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Treasure  Tone  Paints 

Mon  to  Sat.  till  5:30  pm 


585-5761 

685  CHENERY  AT  DIAIVIOND 


Fine  Coffees 
Teas  •  Desserts 

Open  7  Days 
l^-F  6:30  am-7:30  pm 
Sat  7  am-6:30  pm 
Sun.  8  am-4  pm 

415  337  9660 

2885  Diamond 
Street.  SF,  94131 

Near  Glen 
Park  BART 
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MORE  BOOKS  to  READ 


Libranans  Roberta  Greifer.  Carol  Small,  and  Cornelia  Van  Aken-Sanks  inviie  you  to  come  in 
and  check  oul  ihe  books  and  online  services  available  at  the  Noe  Valley-Saliy  Brunn  Library. 
451  Jersey  Si.  (al  Castro).  Branch  hours  are  Tuesdays.  10  a.m.  lo  9  p.m.;  Wednesdays,  1  lo  9  p.m.; 
Thursdays.  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.;  Fridays,  1  lo  6  p.m.;  and  Saturdays,  noon  to  6  p.m.  Phone:  695-5095. 


Adult  Fiction 

E  Behind  Ihe  Scenes  al  Ihe  Museum,  by 

Kate  Atkinson,  is  the  moving  comic  story  of 
a  young  British  woman  and  the  four 
generations  of  women  who  shaped  her  life. 

d!  Pal  Barker  s  The  Ghost  Road,  winner 
of  the  1995  Booker  Prize,  is  the  intense 
realistic  story  of  a  shell-shocked  WWl 
soldier  determined  to  return  to  the  front,  and 
the  psychologist  determined  to  return  him 
to  health. 

HI  An  elderly  dying  woman  befriends  her 
caregiver  and  reveals  the  deadly  secret  of 
her  past  in  Barbara  Vine's  story  of  adultery, 
power,  and  the  poison  of  love.  The  Brim- 
slone  Wedding, 

di  A  suspense  novelist  is  stalked  by  a  serial 
killer  in  Valentine,  Tom  Savage's  latest 
shocking  thriller. 

Adult  Non-Fiction 

in  Herslory,  edited  by  Ruth  Ashby  and 
Deborah  Gore  Ohm,  is  a  collection  of  1 20 
biographical  sketches  of  women  from  all 
walks  of  life. 

m  Patrick  Vincent  explains  how  to  gel 
Free  Stuff  from  the  Internet  in  his  guide  to 
cyberspace  and  hundreds  of  great  electronic 
bargains. 

E  Ten  dangerous  pop  psychology  myths  are 
exposed,  and  healthy  alternatives  provided, 
in  Dr.  Chris  Thurman's  book.  Self-Help  or 
Setf-Destruction? 

E  Glona  Naylor's  Children  of  the  Nighl  is 
a  collection  of  themalically  arranged  stories 
wrinen  by  the  most  gifted  black  wniers  from 
1967  to  the  present. 

Book  of  the  Month  Club 

The  Noe  Valley  Book  Discussion  Group  will 
meet  to  discuss  Lie  Down  in  Darkness  by 
William  Siyron  on  Wednesday.  May  22. 
7:30  p.m. 

Free  Film 

On  Wednesday.  May  15.  7  p.m.,  the  library 
screens  the  classic  D.W.  Griffith  film 
Intolerance,  starring  Lillian  Gish. 

History  Day  June  1 

Noe  Valley  History  Day  celebrates  the 
neighborhood  1910-1960,  with  photo- 
graphs, music,  and  Jimbo  the  Clown. 
Saturday.  June  1 .  2  lo  5  p.m. 


Children's  Fiction 

E  One  greedy  gorilla,., one  hundred  creepy 
crawlers!  Come  count  the  animals  in  The 
Ltfesize  Animal  Counting  Book.  (Ages  t-5.) 

[□I  A  little  boy  takes  a  nighttime  train  ride 
through  a  moonlit  forest  in  Jonathan 
London's  bedtime  readaloud  The  Owl  Who 
Became  Ihe  Moon.  (Ages  3-6  i 

E  in  Sewing  Quills  by  Ann  Turner,  a 
frontier  mother  and  her  daughters  piece 
together  life's  experiences  from  scraps  of 
fabric.  (Ages  5-8. i 

E  In  Junie  B.  Jones  and  Some  Sneaky 
Peeky  Spying,  by  Barbara  Park,  the  world's 
funniest  kindergartner  spies  on  her  teacher 
and  finds  big  trouble.  (Ages  6-8.} 

P  Richard  and  his  friend.s  learn  how  to 
get  along  with  bats  and  the  obnoxious  new 
boy  at  school  in  It  Goes  Eeeeeeeeeeeee! 
by  Jamie  Gilson.  (Ages  7-9. i 

P  It's  bad  enough  being  the  shoriesl  boy  in 
seventh  grade:  it's  torture  when  your  mom 
sians  dating  the  principal  of  your  school, 
as  Jonah  finds  out  in  Really  No  Big  Deal 
by  Margaret  Bechard.  (Ages  8-13.) 

Children's  Non-Fiction 

O  No  sleep-over  would  be  complete  without 
The  Scary  Book,  a  spooky  collection  of 
stones,  poems,  riddles,  jokes,  and  games 
compiled  by  Joanna  Cole  and  Stephanie 
Calmenson.  (Ages  7-10.) 

@  In  Uncertain  Roads:  Searching  for  Ihe 
Gypsies,  author/photographer  Yale  Strom 
takes  the  reader  on  an  East  European  odys- 
sey  in  search  of  the  mysterious  and  often 
misunderstood  Rom  culture,  ( 10  and  up.) 

Stories,  Lapsits,  Movies 

Preschool  Story  Time,  for  children  3  to  5. 
starts  al  10  a.m.  on  Tuesdays.  May  7  and  21 . 

The  Wednesday  Lapsits  feature  songs,  stories, 
and  fingerplay  for  infants  and  toddlers. 
Bring  a  babe:  7  p.m.,  May  1,8,  15,  and  22. 

Films  for  preschoolers  will  be  shown 
Tuesday.  May  14.  al  10  and  II  a.m. 

Choosing  a  Public  School? 

Join  Steve  Rees.  president  of  Publishing 
20/20.  for  a  free  seminar  on  Choosing  a 
Public  School  for  Your  Child  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. He'll  include  an  explanation  of  the 
optional  enrollment  process.  May  8.  7:30  p.m. 


More  Books  lo  Read  were  selected  by  librarians  Carol  Small  and  Cornelia  Van  Aken-Sanks. 
All  events  take  place  at  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  45!  Jersey  St 


CARROLL'S 


BOOKS 


A  GENERAL  USED  BOOK  STORE 
BOOKS  BOUGHT  •  SOLD  •  TRADED 
10-9  MONDAY  thru  THURSDAY 

10-10  FRI,  SAT  ond  SUN 
1193  CHURCH  STREET  at  24th 
6473020 
Over  2000  square  feet  of  books! 


Now  in  our  5th  year! 


Circles  for  Women 


small  classes 
12-week  sessions 
full  6  halj-day  workshops 
call  for  current  schedule 

A15  337  7207 
Linda  Elkin 


Want  to  write  but  find  it  difficult  to  get  started  or 
keep  RoinK?  Already  writing  bm  need  a  proup  for 
feedback  and  support?  Wc  provide  safe,  supportive 
classes  to  give  you  the  smicturc  to  write  and  a  comnniniiy 
where  you  can  share  your  writing.  We'll  use  various 
exercises  involving  dreams,  photos,  etc.  Join  us  for  a 
few  hours,  an  entire  day.  or  for  a  longer  series.  All 
types  of  writing;  all  levels  of  experience  welcome. 


3 


ubt^cribert^  are  special! 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  thanks  all  of  you 
who  form  our  loyal  readership. 

We  really  appreciate  your  support! 


Women's  Wrtiiwg  ^oup 

Sometimes  the  hardest  thmg  about  writmg  is  gettmg  yourself  to  do 
It  This  12-week  workshop,  beginning  m  June,  will  provide  a  positive 
and  supportive  environment  to  help  make  writing  a  pleasure  The 
group  emphasizes  compassion  for  ourselves  as  women  and  as  writers 
Through  a  variety  of  exercises,  we'll  learn  to  quell  the  critic  within 
ourselves,  and  enjoy  the  freedom  of  self-expression 

Linda  Gebroe  is  a  freelance  writer  living  in  San  Francisco  With 
20  years"  experience  in  professional  communications  —  8  as  a  self- 
employed  writer  —  she  brings  creaimiy,  humor  and  understanding  to 
her  work  and  yours    For  more  information,  call  (415)  695-1420 
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Jim  fJ\UL, 

Noe  Valley  resident  and 
critically  acclaimed  author 
of  CATArULTand 
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3910  Twenty-Fourth  Street  near  Sanchez 
San  Francisco  •(415)  282-8080 

Monday  through  Saturday  10  am-9  pm 
Sunday  10  am--6  pm 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  ihe  news 


T^INK  To  M£  o/v/tV 


May's  Daze 

By  Mazook 

LOTSA  LAUGHS:  The  Noe  Valley  Bu- 
reau of  Investigation  conducted  a  survey 
in  April  and  just  released  the  10  biggest 
"jokes"  of  the  neighborhood  this  year: 

10.  Earth  Day  1996  in  Downtown  Noe 
Valley.  The  N  VBI  had  prepared  for  a  mas- 
sive demonstration  on  24th  Street  by  our 
anti-styrofoam.  pro-ozone  brigade,  but 
nobody  showed  up. 

9,  The  "public"  bathrooms  at  Noe 
Courts.  They  are  never  open,  nor  do  they 
appear  to  be  operational.  However,  there 
are  lots  of  smiles  when  the  diaperless  kids 
who  use  the  park  daily  go  in  the  bushes 
to  pee. 

8.  The  clash  over  Seamus  McGee's 
plans  to  build  four  luxury  townhouses  at 
2 1  St  and  Sanchez.  This  has  not  been  fun- 
ny for  the  neighbors,  although  you  had  to 
gel  a  kick  out  of  the  Chronicle's  front- 
page photo  of  Monika  Henschke  perched 
in  a  pine  tree  and  almost  sitting  on  Brian 
McGee 's  head.  Wrote  Herb  Caen  on  Feb. 
14:  "At  the  moment.  I  am  very  much  in 
love,  loosely  speaking,  with  Dr.  Monika 
Henschke....  If  it's  true  that  only  God  can 
make  a  tree.  He/She/It  must  have  been 
pleased  with  Dr.  H's  valiant  attempt  to 
save  a  75-foot  Monterey  pine  from  being 
chainsawed  to  death  on  Sanchez  Hill." 
More  on  this  later. 

7.  The  perennial  pigeon  poop  problem 
on  Sanchez  near  26th,  due  to  the  largesse 
of  the  Pigeon  Lady,  bless  her  soul. 

6.  The  idea  of  opening  a  restaurant  or 


A80UT  IT-  /TOUSM 


carryoul  on  Sanchez  Street  (or  on  24th 
Street,  for  that  matter). 

By  the  way,  if  you'd  like  to  know  the 
businesses  thai  have  managed  to  claw 
their  way  into  Downtown  Noe  Valley, 
drop  by  B.J.  Droubi's  real  estate  office  at 
24th  and  Castro.  B.J.  recently  put  togeth- 
era  Noe  Valley  Business  Directory,  which 
lists  the  names,  addresses,  and  phones  of 
the  neighborhood's  merchants  and  pro- 
fessionals. It's  free  for  the  asking. 

5.  Many  of  the  merchants  and  residents 
along  Church  Street  think  Muni's  idea 
about  where  to  put  the  handicapped  ramps 
is  a  cruel  joke.  And  they've  written  to 
Mayor  Willie  begging  him  to  take  a  clos- 
er look. 

4. 1  know  gas  prices  have  you  keeling 
over  these  days,  but  how  long  as  it  been 
since  you  observed  the  price  of  olive  oil 
at  Bell  Market?  A  3-Iiler  tin  of  the  smff 
went  for  about  1 5  dollars  a  month  ago  and 
now  sells  for  more  than  26  bucks.  There's 
nothing  like  a  75  percent  price  hike. 

3.  Putting  your  bottles  and  cans  out  for 
recycling  at  night  only  to  find  them  all 
gone  by  the  time  Sunset  Scavenger  picks 
up  the  bins  in  the  morning.  (Crash,  bang.) 


PIZZA  RESTAURANT 

3881  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  &  Vicksburg) 

Open  11:30  am  Dally 
7  Days  a  week 


PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY 


$3  OFF  ANY  EXTRA  LARGE 

COMBO  PIZZA 

With  3  or  More  Toppings 

Please  mention  ad  when  ordenng  •  With  this  coupon 


PICK-UP  OR  DELIVERY  ONLY 


$2  OFF  ANY  LARGE 

COMBO  PIZZA 

With  3  or  More  Toppings 

Please  mention  ad  when  ordering  -  With  this  coupon 


FOR  DELIVERY  CALL, 
647-1929 


$5 


DINE-IN  ONLY 


OFF  COMPLETE  DINNERS 

FOR  TWO 

Including  Soup  and  Salad 

Applies  to  every  two  members  ot  your  party 
Coupons  cannot  t>e  combined  •  With  this  coupon 


NE^'  Haystack  Chef's  Dinner  Specials 


A  LA  CARTE 

Calimarl  Steak  pan-tried  in  lemon  and  butter, 

served  with  rice  and  vegetables  $1 0.95 

Linguine  with  Bay  Shrimp  in  a  garlic  cream 
sauce  with  diced  tomatoes 

Marinated  Pork  Chops  grilled  center  cut,  served 
With  mashed  potatoes  and  glazed  rosemary  carrots 

Polenta  Primavera  with  meat  sauce 

or  marinara  sauce 


DINNER 


$13.45 


8.95  11.45 


8.95  11.45 


Spicy  Buffalo  Wings  with  ranch  or 
blue  cheese  dip 

Acorn  Squash  vegetarian,  half  squash  stuffed, 
baked  and  served  over  wild  rice  pilaf 

Pasta  Special:  Penne  Rigatte  with  grilled 

chicken,  broccoli  and  zucchini  in  a  lemon  cream  sauce 

Breaded  Calamari  Rings 

with  tartar  sauce 


5.50  — 

5.95  — 

7.95  — 

9.95  $12.45 

6.95  — 


2.  Downtown  Noe  Valley  drivers  hang- 
ing those  monster  U-tums  mid-block  on 
24th  Street,  so  they  can  go  for  that  park- 
ing spot  on  the  other  side.  Not  only  is  it 
illegal,  it's  dangerous. 

1.  David  Letterman's  live  shots  of  the 
city  skyline  from  the  balcony  of  "Sunny 
Jim"  Rolph's  party  house  atop  Battle 
Mountain  when  he  brings  the  Late  Show 
to  Noe  Valley  on  May  6. 

Ah.  I  got  you  with  that  last  one,  huh? 
(Sorry,  that  really  is  a  joke.) 

If  you  have  any  neighborhood  jokes 
you  want  to  add  to  my  list,  just  send  'em 
in.  Write  Rumors,  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1 02 1 
Sanchez  St.,  Baja  Noe  Valley,  San  Fran- 
cisco, CA  94114. 

8  8  8 

BATTLE  MOUNTAIN  SOAPS  CONT'D: 
When  we  left  you  last  month,  developer 
Seamus  McGee  was  going  to  court  April 
1  to  get  a  preliminary  injunction  against 
five  members  of  Neighbors  to  Save  San- 
chez Hilltop  (NSSH).  McGee  obtained 
his  injunction,  but  over  the  free  speech 
protests  of  the  Battle  Mountain  Five. 

Shortly  thereafter,  other  NSSH  mem- 
bers sued  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  over  the  permits  that  were  is- 
sued to  McGee  to  build  his  large  houses 
at  21st  and  Sanchez.  Court  hearings  in 
that  matter  are  set  for  the  end  of  May. 

Meanwhile,  the  Hilltoppers  threw  a 
sidewalk  bake  sale  last  month  to  raise 
money  for  their  cause.  My  spies  tell  me 
the  bake  sale  did  very  well. 

However,  there  are  rumors  that  the  par- 
ties are  seriously  talking  settlement.  (Lit- 
igation frequently  induces  such  talk.) 

According  to  NSSH  spokesperson 
Amy  Powell,  a  compromise  proposal  has 
been  made  by  the  Neighbors  to  Mr. 
McGee  which  includes  "open-minded, 
creative  solutions  to  come  up  with  open 
space,  and  Mr,  McGee  is  [proving  to  be] 
open-minded." 

Will  openmindedness  prevail?  Will  the 
neighbors  get  their  open  space?  Will  the 
open-space  funds  from  the  city  lead  to 
creative  openmindedness?  Only  the 
almighty  He/She/It  knows  for  sure. 


Since  1979 


Free  Estimate 


PAINT  FOR  LE$$ 


Interiors  and  Piaster  Repair 
Thorough  Prep  •  Quality  Work 
Fast  •  Neat  •  Honest  •  Reliable 
Low  Rates  •  Excellent  References 

(415)  206-0646 


S  8  8 

MAKE  SURE  YOU  MARK  the  after- 
noon of  June  I  on  your  calendar  to  trot 
over  to  the  Noe  Valley  Library  and  cele- 
brate Noe  Valley  History  Day. 

You  will  be  able  to  meet  many  local 
yokels,  talk  about  the  days  of  yore,  listen 
to  music,  watch  some  videos,  and  view  the 
extensive  Noe  Valley  Archives  exhibit. 

There  will  be  display  panels  for  each 
decade,  and  some  photos  and  artifacts  dat- 
ing before  19(X). 

Don't  miss  seeing  a  one-hour  conver- 
sation with  Noe  Valley  native  Tillie 
Smith,  taped  when  she  was  in  her  90s. 
Tillie  lived  her  whole  life  (she  died  be- 
fore she  reached  100)  on  Jersey  Street. 
Bom  in  1889,  she  vividly  describes  what 
it  was  like  in  the  neighborhood  before, 
during,  and  after  the  Quake  of  "06  (when 
she  was  17). 

The  display  will  be  at  the  library  for  the 
month  of  June,  so  drop  by  even  if  you 
can't  make  the  gala  on  the  !  si. 

See  how  many  pictures  you  can  find  of 
the  Noe  Valley  movie  theaters  of  yester- 
year. Everybody  knows  that  the  old  Noe 
Theater  used  to  be  directly  across  from 
Herb's.  The  Palmer  used  to  be  where 
Thrifty  is  now.  Then  there  was  the  Prin- 
cess Theater  out  on  Church  and  28th.  You 
might  even  see  a  picture  of  the  old  Vicks- 
burg Theater. 

8  8  8 

SPEAKING  OF  ENTERTAINMENT,  trek 
down  the  hill  to  Radio  Valencia  (comer 
of  Valencia  and  23rd).  It's  within  walking 
distance,  and  it's  apparently  the  place  to 
go  for  live  music  on  the  weekends. 

Locals  have  known  about  Radio  Va- 
lencia and  been  hangin'  out  there  since  it 
opened  in  January  1 99 1 .  They  serve  great 
vegetarian  sandwiches  on  foccaccia 
bread,  to  a  super  eclectic  musical  back- 
ground featuring  a  "play  list  of  the  day." 

Everyone  else  learned  about  the  place 
after  a  San  Francisco  fire  truck  acciden- 
tally wiped  it  out  on  June  28,  1995. 

Well,  Radio  Valencia  finally  reopened 
on  Feb.  23  of  this  year,  an  event  that  was 
much  heralded  in  the  local  press. 

Says  owner  Don  Alan.  "The  first  cou- 
ple of  weeks  it  was  just  mobbed,  but 
things  have  calmed  down  a  bit  now." 

The  cafe  is  currently  showcasing  the 
swing  jazz  of  the  Blue  Room  Boys  on  Fri- 
day nights.  Sunday  night  is  usually  re- 
served for  the  Dark  Hallow  Bluegrass 
Band.  There  is  no  cover  either  night. 

Saturday  nights  showcase  improvisa- 

Conlinued  Next  Page 


Janet  Moyer  Landscaping 

Design  Installation 
Maintenance  K  Renovation 
Decorative  Fixtures  and  Furniture 

Qiiality  landscaping  located  in  Noe  Valley 


415  821  3760 


Ut^MCAPF  CONTRJKIOR  LIChNSf  694664 


PESr  CO^JTROL  UCENSE  21606 
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Curriculum  Noe  Valley.  Edythe  Nelligan.  who  grew  up  here,  sent  the  Voice  this  photo  of  her  class  at  Noe  Valley  Elementary  School — circa  1913.  The  school  was  located  where  Doug- 
lass Playground  is  now.  Edythe  (shown  standing  at  far  left  holding  flowers)  now  resides  at  Salem  Lutheran  Home  in  Oakland.  Are  there  any  of  her  former  classmates  among  our  readers? 


RUMORS 


Continued  from  Previous  Page 

tional  jazz.  There  is  a  $5  covercharge,  but 
it's  well  worth  il — kinda  like  North  Beach 
in  the  *50s  (the  Jazz  Workshop)  but  with- 
out the  smoke. 

Showtime  on  the  weekends  is  7  to  10 
p.m.  As  regulars  know,  the  seating  for 
about  50  is  first-come,  first-served. 

By  the  way,  you  can  see  Don  Alan 
every  Thursday  night  at  Bruno's  on  Mis- 
sion Street  (another  real  hot  spot),  when 
he  plays  with  the  El  Camino  Cha  Cha 
Orchestra. 

SHORTSCHTICKS:Chloe'sCafe,the 
very  popular  breakfast/lunch  spot  on 
Church  at  26th,  has  expanded  its  culinary 
offerings  and  started  doing  dinners  on 
weeknights.  The  menu  features  modestly 
priced  pasta  dishes  that  will  please  your 
taste  buds. 

The  Just  for  Fun  gift  store  (where  the 
Noe  Theater  used  to  sit)  has  once  again 
expanded  its  retail  space,  and  now  offers 
several  lines  of  furniture  and  accessories. 

It  appears  that  a  Chinese  restaurant  will 
try  to  open  in  the  space  recently  vacated 
by  the  Noe  Valley  Community  Store  on 
the  comer  of  Sanchez  and  29th.  An  ap- 
plication for  a  beer  and  wine  license  has 


been  made,  and  according  to  ABC  inves- 
tigator Alma  Yamala.  protests  have  been 
filed. 

It  also  appears  that  the  collective  which 
ran  the  Community  Store  has  fallen  apart. 
Their  planned  move  to  29th  and  Mission 
was  never  completed  and  evidently  be- 
came impossible  when  none  of  their  loan 
applications  came  through. 

In  other  expansion  news.  Joel  and 
Lorene  Leff  have  expanded  their  Purely 
Physical  Fitness  into  the  space  vacated  by 
25th  Street  Workout  (Castro  and  25th). 
Joel  says  the  exercise  center  will  now  of- 
fer classes  in  aerobics,  yoga,  stretching, 
and  boxing  (yes,  boxing). 

8  8  S 

NOE  VOTES:  The  local  votes  have  been 
tabulated  from  the  Consolidated  Primary 
Election  held  March  26.  May  I  have  the 
envelope  please.  Registrar  of  Voters. 

Citywide,  the  voter  turnout  was  a  dis- 
appointing 40.5  percent.  Only  44.6  per- 
cent of  the  18,371  people  registered  to 
vote  in  Noe  Valley  actually  did. 

Of  the  8,200  who  voted.  5,700  were 
Democrats,  8(X)  were  Republicans,  and 
almost  200  were  members  of  the  Green 
Party.  Less  than  150  Noe  Valleons  de- 
clared their  affiliation  with  either  the  Lib- 
ertarian Party,  the  American  Independent 
Party,  or  the  Peace  and  Freedom  Party. 

Presidentially,  Clinton  got  5,500  votes 
to  126  for  L.  Larouche.  and  Dole  carried 
the  Republican  ticket  with  468.  compared 


to  127  for  Pat  Buchanan.  104  for  Steve 
Forbes,  and  26  big  voles  for  Lamar 
Alexander.  Ralph  Nader,  running  unop- 
posed, gleaned  180  Green  Pany  votes. 

Noteworthy  to  some  is  that  state  propo- 
sitions 200.  201.  and  202  — the  anti- 
lawyer  measures — all  lost  by  a  margin  of 
5  to  2  in  Noe  Valley. 


Noteworthy  to  all  should  be  the  lousy 
turnout  in  Noe  Valley.  Come  on,  Valleons. 
get  involved. 

Thai's  all,  you  all.  Ciao  for  now.  □ 


"Now  under  new  ownership 
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Noe  Valley  Tien  Fu 

BAR  &  RESTAURANT 


Delicious  Chinese  Specialties 
Open  for  Lunch  and  Dinner  Daily 

Take  Out  &  Free  Delivery  Available 

OPEN  DAILY,  11  AM-U  PM 
3945  24th  Street   282^9502  •  282-6688 
Across  from  Bell  Market 


D 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair 
Center  

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC 
AUTO  REPAIRS 


OPEN 
7  DAYS 
A  WEEK 


OFFIC 
CALIFO 
SMOG 
STATION 


Dependable  work — Honest  prices 

A  Community-Oriented  People's  Garage 

Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  BART  &  Downtown 

Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

"Do-it-yourself"  Membership  Available 

611  FLORTOA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 


i;$10 
OFF  SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($22  VALUE) 


$10 
OFF  OIL 
CHANGE 
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CLASS  ADS 


Healthy  Relaliunships.  Is  your  relalionship  in  trou- 
ble? Or  are  you  in  a  good  relationship  that  has  oc- 
casional difficullies?  Relalionship  therapy  with  a 
problem- solving  focus  for  individuals  and  couples. 
Noc  Valley.  Insurance  accepted.  Valene  Heam. 
Ph.D.  824-3701. 

IVanscrfption  and  IVping  Service:  All  sius  cas- 
scties  Letters,  resumes,  reports,  flyers,  etc.  Fax 
available  Nancy,  821-2293. 

Therapeutic  Massage  for  Couples  and  Individuals. 

Indulge  yourself  man  atmosphere  of  aromatherapy, 
soft  flannel  linens,  and  sooihing  music.  By  using 
two  ma-ssage  therapists  for  our  Simultaneous  Cou- 
ples Massage  sessions,  you  can  both  relax  in  the 
same  room  or  enjoy  the  privacy  of  two  separate 
rooms.  Sessions  are  90  minutes  in  length,  and  by 
appoinlmeni  only.  Outside  calls  available.  Special 
in-ofTice  mtroduciory  rales  for  first-time  clients  with 
this  ad!  Simultaneous  Couples  Session:  $95  (in- 
cludes both  massages).  Regularly  $120.  Individual 
Session:  $49,  Regularly  $65.  Sorry,  introductory 
rates  do  not  apply  to  outside  calls.  Out  call  rales  are 
as  follows:  Simultaneous  Couples  Mas.sage  Ses- 
sion: $  1 20  plus  $45  travel  fee  per  massage  therapist 
within  San  Francisco,  Individual  Session:  $65  plus 
$45  travel  fee  wiihin  San  Francisco.  Nonh  Star  Body- 
work —  Therapeutic  Massage.  4110  Geary  Blvd.. 
Suite  204.  (415)  468-7005.  Personalized  gift  cer- 
iiflcaies  available  for  all  occasions! 

Word  f^w:essing  (expertise:  legal).  Tape  tran- 
scnpiion,  editmg.  mailings,  repetitive  letters,  res- 
umes, letter  composition,  complaint  letiers.  Phone- 
in  dictation  system.  Dena  Reiner,  (415)  821-4661. 

T\ining  to  the  Cosmic  Sound.  Come  and  join  us 
for  two  hours  of  chanting  the  bija  (seed)  mantram. 
OmHreem  This  mantram  was  specially  selected  by 
Sn  Swami  Satchidananda  as  an  ideal  mantram  for 
meditation.  By  concentrating  on  the  vibration  of  this 
mantram,  we  tune  ourselves  to  the  cosmic  sound. 
Friday,  May  24.  7:30  to  9:45  p.m.,  by  donation.  In- 
tegral Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  St..  821-1 1 17. 

Need  Help  Organizing  Chaos?  Cleaning  or  dis- 
persing your  possessions?  Museum  Collection 
Managers — experienced  in  caring  for.  storing,  and 
moving  objects,  photos,  and  archives  —  will  clear 
away  your  clutter.  Call:  Overmire  Associates.  (415) 
837-1203.  North  Beach  office 

Shiatsu  Massage.  Releases  energy,  promotes  heal- 
ing, reduces  stress.  No  oil.  client  is  clothed.  Quiet 
Noe  Valley  office.  Nurse  and  health  educator.  Call 
Betsy  Strausberg  at  826-1994, 

Yoga  and  Your  Back.  A  workshop  for  those  who 
have  had  back  problems  or  who  want  a  bener  un- 
derstandmg  of  how  yoga  can  keep  the  back  healthy 
and  supple.  Bring  a  towel  or  mat.  loose  clothing,  and 
an  empty  stomach.  Thursday,  May  30.  7:30  to  9: 10 
p.m.,  $7.  Integral  Yoga  Institute.  770  Dolores  St. 
821-1117. 

Bed  and  Breakfast:  Noe  and  Eureka  Valleys.  Gar- 
den studio.  View,  826-1158, 

Furniture  Wanted.  1  need  old  dressers,  tables, 
desks,  etc  Will  repair  and/or  refinish  if  necessary. 
Paying  cash,  Karen.  647-6157. 

Housesitting  Position  Wanted  for  summer  (pan  or 
whole).  Mature  female  will  care  for  pets,  apartment, 
mail  best  San  Francisco  references  (305)  380-7413, 

Three  Irish  Students  (two  male,  one  female)  re- 
quire work  in  San  Francisco  area  (e.g..  waiting/bar 
work),  June-September.  Have  experience  and  good 
references.  Call  Kit  at  (4 IS)  821-4117. 

Handyman  Wizard  can  fix  or  build  whatever 
Talented  yet  reasonable  (very),  Greg.  285-0380 

Housecleaning.  Reliable,  experienced,  careful. 
References.  For  more  inforrnalion  call  641-0169. 
Edna. 

Mothering  Competent  Daughters:  Girlhood  Into 
Adolescence.  Concerned  your  daughter  will  lose  her 
self-confidence  as  she  enters  adolescence?  Work- 
shop for  mothers  who  have  daughters  ages  9  to  14. 
Learn  how  to  help  your  daughters  resist  burying 
their  vitality,  courage,  and  authenuc  expression.  Sat- 
urday. May  4,  10  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  $35.  Darla  Wolgasi 
Romano,  M.FC.C.  752-6775, 

Wanted:  Dependable  Driver  for  one  to  three  chil- 
dren from  Noe  Valley  to  Outer  Sunset,  7:15  a.m. 
Pickup  possible.  Call  Carol.  (510)  426-5123. 

Now  Hiring.  Experienced,  professional  house- 
cleaners  for  cstabhshed  housecleaning  company. 
Join  the  'Tradition  of  Excellence."  Call  252-5356. 

Vegetarian  Cooking  Classes:  285  1 83 1 

Carpentry,  Design,  Remodel,  Tile  Work.  Rea- 
sonable rates.  10  years'  experience,  excellent  refer- 
ences. Jeffrey.  923-1927 


Thursday  Evening  Visualization  Group:  Come 
relax  and  leam  to  use  visualization  to  relax,  set 
goals,  enhance  healing,  create  pcr\onal  boundaries 
and  nurture  yourself.  May  2.  Holding  Your  Bound- 
aries; May  9.  Making  Choices:  May  1 6,  Rhythm  of 
the  Earth:  May  23.  Nununng  Your  Inner  CTiild;  May 
30.  Elements  of  Nature  in  You.  7:30  to  8:30  p.m. 
Noe  Valley  location.  Tapes  and  individual  sessions 
also  available.  Call  for  information,  reservations,  or 
to  be  added  to  my  mailing  list:  Ruth  Szilagyi.  (4 1 5) 
824-3281. 

Wanted  to  TVade:  House  or  flat  in  Noe  Valley  for 
two-bedroom  converted  carriage  house  in  North 
London.  July  27  to  August  17,  Pictures  available. 
(415)648-3689. 

Housecleaning.  Fast,  reliable  perfectionist.  Help  a 
middle-aged  graduate  student  change  careers.  Lucy. 
282-3676, 

Honest,  Responsible,  and  college-educated  woman 
is  available  to  take  care  of  your  home  white  you  are 
away  on  business,  vacations,  etc.  I  charge  a  small 
fee  based  on  required  duties.  Please  call  Pamela. 
(415)821-1662. 

Meditation  Workshop.  A  practical  workshop  that 
will  enable  students  to  begin  earnest  meditation  on 
their  own.  A  clear  understanding  of  what  meditation 
is,  how  It  works,  and  how  to  make  it  an  enjoyable 
daily  experience  will  be  presented.  Tiiesday.  May 
21.  7:30  to  9  p.m.,  $7.  Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770 
Dolores  St.  821-1117. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter,  bills,  closets?  Profes- 
sional organizing  team  to  the  rescue.  We  offer  ex- 
pen,  simple  solutions  (o  what  goes  where.  Desks, 
closets,  relocations,  garages,  kitchens,  filing  sys- 
tems, and  more.  Free  phone  consultation.  Call  Ship- 
shape. 550-0658. 

Women's  Writing  Classes.  Want  to  write  but  find 
it  hard  to  get  started,  keep  going?  Already  wnting. 
but  need  a  group?  Our  small,  supportive  classes  pro- 
vide structure  and  community.  All  levels  of  experi- 
ence welcome.  TNvelve-week  sessions  start  soon. 
Three-hour  workshop  on  April  28.  For  more  infor- 
mabon,  call  Linda  Elkin/Writing  Circles  for  Wom- 
en. (415)337-7207. 

Anxious?  Depressed?  Seasoned  therapist  special- 
izing in  the  cognitive -behavioral  treatment  of  anx- 
iety difficulties  (stress  management,  high  anxiety, 
panic,  agoraphobia,  specific  fears),  and  depression, 
Noe  Valley.  Insurance  accepted.  Valerie  Heam.  Ph.D. 
824-3701. 

Improve  Your  Moves.  Movement  coach  with  a 
wealdi  of  experience,  intelligence,  and  sensitivity  to 
help  you  improve  your  game,  atiam  your  goals,  re- 
duce stress/in junes.  Judy  Orloff.  282-8983. 

A  Bite  of  Heaven.  Dog  walks,  complete  pet  care 
services.  High-quality,  references.  661-8052. 

Flowerscapcs:  Former  plant  buyer  at  a  major  nurs- 
ery specializes  in  the  design  of  unique  and  colorful 
combinations  for  containers;  general  garden  design. 
Peg.  826-9226. 

Noe  Valley  Office  Space  Wanted  to  rent  three  days 
or  more  per  week,  I  am  a  responsible  bodyworker 
and  movement  educator  in  pnvatc  practice  for  over 
20  years.  Please  call  648- 1718. 

I  Love  Housework!  Thorough,  reliable  service, 
reasonable  rates,  Kate.  43 1  -4383. 

Wanted  to  Rent  in  Noe  Valley:  Small  house,  cot- 
tage, or  one/lwo-bedroom  apartment.  Prefer  sunny, 
view  location  with  garden,  deck,  or  patio.  Available 
before  Aug.  1 .  Searcher  is  mature  single  woman;  fi- 
nancially secure  professional;  no  children,  no  pets, 
Noe  Valley  resident  for  20+  years.  Impeccable  local 
references.  Up  to  $1,500  monthly  rent.  826-6962. 

A  Yogk  Approach  to  HIV.  This  six-week  class  for 
anyone  whose  life  has  been  touched  with  HIV  will 
focus  on  practical  tools  for  handling  emotional  is- 
sues, reducing  stress,  and  improving  physical 
health.  Beginners  welcome.  Please  register  in  ad- 
vance. Send  tuition,  name,  and  phone  number.  Bring 
a  towel,  loose  comfortable  clothing,  and  an  empty 
stomach,  Mondays,  beginning  May  6.  6  to  8  p.m. 
(no  class  Memorial  Day),  $42.  Integral  Yoga  Insti- 
tute. 770  Dolores  St.  82 1  - 1 M  7. 

Supportive  Therapy  for  individuals  and  couples. 
If  you're  struggling  with  relalionship  issues,  anxi- 
ety, parenting  problems,  life  transitions,  or  other 
concems,  I  can  help.  Affordable  fees,  Mary  Pat 
Power,  M.F.C.C.  (#32417).  974-9838. 

Baby  Items  Wanted.  Has  your  child  oulgrowm 
his/her  stroller,  carrier,  high  chair,  etc?  We're  ex- 
pecting our  first  child  and  we  need  everything! 
Please  call  Michele  or  Steve  at  821-5760. 

Grandma's  Housecleaning  Service.  "Doing  Work 
With  Pride"  since  1970.  Weekly,  every  other  week 
service.  Call  now.  252-5360. 


Dogwalker/Silter.  Reasonable,  reliable,  with  ref- 
erences, Enc.  263-1555. 

RCA  XL-IOO  19-inch  Color  TV:  Manual  tuning, 
excellent  picture.  $50.  Kenmore  dishwasher,  mint. 
$100.  Portable  12-inch,  black-and-white  TV.  $30. 
Hoover  upnght  vacuum,  like  new.  $35.  282-7467. 

Longtime  Resident  Seeks  peaceful  cottage  or  stu- 
dio with  garden.  Good  references.  Call  285-5139. 

Need  Housework?  Twelve  years'  cleaning  in  Noe 
Valley,  References,  $1  I/hour,  Stephanie.  282-3176. 

Pranayama  and  Meditation.  Thi.>.  six-week  class 
presents  the  basics  of  meditation  and  breathing  prac- 
tices. Discover  for  yourself  how  these  practices  can 
improve  the  quality  of  your  life,  raise  your  standard 
of  health,  and  bring  new  clarity  and  dynamism  to 
your  mind.  Please  register  in  advance.  Send  tuition, 
name,  and  phone  number.  Wednesdays,  beginning 
May  8.  7:30  to  9  p.m.,  $42.  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St.  821-1117. 

Dependable,  Thorough  Housecleaning.  Will  do 
nontoxic.  Call  Juniper  at  826-5332  for  references 
and  rates. 

Polrero  Hill  Live/Work.  Two  full  floors  near  Mis- 
sionyi8th  with  garden;  1,650  square  feet.  One  fltxir 
has  three  bedrooms,  one  bath,  kitchen,  living  room. 
Other  has  three  rooms  of  work/office  space.  Wired 
for  computer  network,  phones,  alarm.  $1,700/ 
month.  Call  494-2775. 

For  Rent  in  Glen  Park:  Studio  or  office  space.  Pri- 
vate entrance.  Garage  parking  included.  Charming, 
Ughi-filled.  quiet,  333-8773. 

Noe  Valley  Restorations.  Masonry,  carpentry,  paint- 
ing, restorations  of  any  kind.  Call  (415)  313-7849, 

Unique  Upholstery.  Repair,  rebuild,  and  recover 
overstuffed  chairs,  ottomans,  and  dining  room 
chaiis.  Jorge  Meraz-Baca,  (415)  282-2256. 

Reiki  Is  Universal  Life  Energy.  Experience 
body/spirit  work  with  Reiki  and  therapeutic  mas- 
sage. Reiki  training  and  craniosacral  therapy  also 
available.  Call  for  information  or  appointment.  Jane 
Podolak,  C.M.T..  Reiki  master.  487-5418. 

Ingleslde  Terrace  neighborhood- wide  garage  sale! 
Treasures  galore!  May  18-19.9a.m.  to4p.m.Jun- 
ipero  Serra  and  Mercedes. 

Wanted :  Marketing  Assistant  who  is  smart,  ener- 
getic, and  dependable;  10-20  hours  per  week.  Must 
know  Word  Perfect  and  Excel  and  have  486  PC  with 
modem  at  home.  Call  Natasha  Lovas  at  865-0777. 
ext.  14. 

Seeking  Noe  Valley  Rental.  Responsible  house- 
hold of  three  adult  professionals,  long-term  area  res- 
idents. Looking  for  three -plus-bedroom/two-plus 
bath  home  or  fiat.  $2.500 -$3.500/month.  able  to 
move  in  mid-May,  but  are  flexible  for  later  date. 
Please  call  Richard  at  (707)  433-7767. 

Secure  Storage  Area:  200  square  feel,  approxi- 
mately (no  car).  Fair  Oaks/25th  Street.  $  1 50/month. 
285-4279. 

Six-Week  Yoga  Class.  This  class  will  introduce  you 
to  basic  yoga  postures,  breathing  practices,  and  deep 
relaxation  techniques.  It  will  allow  for  personal  at- 
tention and  in-depth  instruction.  Thursdays,  begin- 
ning May  16,  7:30  to  9  p.m.  Please  register  m  ad- 
vance. Send  tuition,  name,  and  phone  number.  $42. 
Integral  Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St,  821-1117. 

Dog  Walking  Service  of  San  Francisco.  73 1  -01 20. 

Childcare  in  my  Noe  Valley  home.  Licensed,  Pro- 
viding a  comfortable  educational  play  environment 
within  a  small  group  setting  of  children.  Hands-on 
activities  including  outside  play.  an.  music,  and 
short  neighborhood  trips  are  part  of  the  fun.  CPR- 
certified.  ECE  credits.  For  more  information  call 
Growmg  Up.  Julie,  285-31 19, 

Office  Space  for  Rent:  24th  Street  location  ideal 
for  chiropractor,  acupunciunst,  bodyworker.  Avail- 
able day.  evenings,  weekends.  (415)  648-4100. 

Takt  Time  Off.  Nontoxic  housecleaning.  reason- 
able rates.  Katrina,  861-6758. 

Kitty  Hilton:  Treat  your  cats  to  full-time  loving  at- 
tention at  our  home  while  you're  away.  As  our 
clients  can  attest,  their  cats  love  to  return  again  and 
again.  Call  Beth  at  285-6857,  References  available. 

Too  Btisy?  Need  Help?  "Personal  Assistance"  of- 
fers a  variety  of  office  and  home  services.  Call  550- 
792!  for  rates  and  mformation. 

Learn  to  Fence!  Saturday  youth  foil  class  for  10- 
15-year-olds,  six  weeks^55.  Build  coordination, 
self-confidence,  have  fun.  Expert  instruction  by 
former  European  champion,  All  equipment  provid- 
ed, local  club.  Call  (415)  648-5659. 

Resumes  That  Work:  Clarify  skills,  goals, 
strengths.  Call  for  information,  826-8707.  Local  ref- 
erences. 


Control  Vour  Ferillity  Yourself!  Exciting  new  fer- 
tility awareness  tool  from  Europe  allows  women  to 
detect  ovulation  four  to  six  days  in  advance.  Pin- 
points ovulation  for  women  desiring  to  conceive. 
Non-hormonal,  non-chemical,  non-invasive.  96  to 
98  percent  effective  as  birth  control  759-9451. 

New  Money  for  Old  Wood  Furniture,  rugs,  and 
household  items  and  col  lections.  Rose  or  Jim,  (415) 
824-1180. 

Ambitious  Janitorial  Servicel  334-7800. 

Housecleaner.  Home  and  office.  Great  references. 
Own  car,  Elli,  661-5941 , 

Work  Close  to  Home  with  flexible  hotirs.  Manage 
office  in  small  Noe  Valley  training  business.  Re- 
quires business  experience;  office  management  ex- 
perience highly  desirable.  Excellent  word  process- 
ing skills,  Mac  Word,  and  superb  proofreading. 
Tolerate  fast-paced  deadline  environment.  Work 
some  at  home.  Send  resume  and  salary  history  to 
Office  Ad,  RO.  Box  419085  #537,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94 1 4 1 .  or  fax  (4 1 5)  824-887 1 . 

Trees,  Shrubs,  Hedges:  Professional  arborist. 
Twenty  years'  experience.  Neighborhood  resident. 
Prepare  this  spring  for  a  lovely  summer  garden.  Free 
estimates,  reasonable  rates.  826-6160.  566-1920. 

Why  Clean?  Allow  Me  to  Do  It!  Save  time  and 
money  with  a  detail-oriented  professional.  Clean- 
ing extraordinaire  at  your  service.  Mike,  928-3199. 

All  Things  Macintosh:  Computerizeyprofessional- 
ize  your  business.  Training.  Claris.  Quicken.  Excel. 
Etc.  Projects.  References.  Roslyn.  (510)  526-1209. 

Therapy  for  Women,  Relationships,  depression, 
overeating,  parenting,  abuse,  life  transitions.  Expe- 
rienced, compassionate.  Ellen  Dekker,  M.F.C.C. 
979-6830. 

Bed  and  Breakfast,  "A  Victorian  Legacy."  design- 
er 's  beautiful  three-room  suite  with  private  entrance 
and  the  charm  of  old  San  Francisco.  Excellent  Noe 
Valley  location.  648-8879, 

Parking  Space  Needed  near  24th  Street,  Church, 
and  Vicksburg,  Please  call  206-9083. 

Former  Dlpietro-Todd  Stylist  will  cut/color  your 
hair  at  affordable  price.  Laura,  licensed  cosmetolo- 
gist. Call  647-8478  or  267-3269. 

Custom  Drapes,  slipcovers.  Roman  and  balloon 
shades,  bedspreads,  and  accessones.  duvet  covers, 
recover  dining  room  chairs,  pillows,  headboard 
slipcoveis.  notary  service  on  wheels.  Doris.  (415) 
337-9003  or  708-9620  pager. 

Cleaninghouse.  Home,  office,  apartment,  and 
apartment  building  maintenance  cleaning.  Regular, 
one-time.  Moving  in.  moving  out?  Spring  cleaning! 
Roger  Miller.  664-0513, 

Great  Spring  Skiing!  Beautiful  Tahoc  home  in 
prestigious  Incline  Village,  Ski  Squaw.  Alpine,  Di- 
amond Peak.  Large  kitchen,  three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  steam/sauna  room,  living  room  with  fire- 
place, two  decks,  garage,  all  apphances  and  laun- 
dry. 282-7955.  Call  now. 

Sunny  Mexico!  Five-star  beautiful  Terrasol  condos 
beach  resort,  Cabo  San  Lucas.  Step  from  deck  (o  the 
sand.  Two  bedrooms,  two  baths,  kitchen,  jacuzzi. 
pools,  lover's  beach,  great  fishing,  diving.  (415) 
282-7955. 

Sales  Phone  Work.  Part-time,  flexible  hours.  Our 
office  and/or  your  San  Francisco  home.  Requires 
strong  experience  arranging  appointments  selling 
corporate  services  to  business  managers.  Knowl- 
edge of  traming  and  HR  highly  desu^ble.  Small,  ex- 
panding business.  Possible  growth  into  full-time 
and/or  in-person  selling.  Small  base  plus  commis- 
sion. Resume  to:  Sales  Person.  4104  24th  St,.  Box 
542.  San  Francisco,  CA94114. 

$$  E^rn  $$  while  losing  weight.  Fifty-two  more 
people  needed.  We  will  pay  you  to  lose  10-29 
pounds  in  30  days.  Doctor  recommended.  100  per- 
cent natural  guaranteed,  no  hunger  Energy.  Call 
(415)995^740. 

OfTice  for  Rent:  Single  office  available  in  shared 
Victorian  suite  of  anomeys.  Prefer  attorney  or  ac- 
countant. 821-6700. 

Body  Spring-Clean!  21-day  cleansing  program. 
iOO  percent  natural.  Helps  eliminate  body  toxins/ 
general  fatigue/poor  digestion/headaches  and  irri- 
tability/difficulty  in  weight  loss.  Less  than  S30.  Call 
Sally.  (415)995-4740. 

Work  at  Home  (by  choice).  $25  to  $75  per  hour, 
cash  paid  daily,  part-time/full-time.  Good  attitude  a 
mustlCaU  (415)267-t897. 

Summer  Sublet  for  July  and  August.  Channing 
two-bedroom,  fully  furnished  San  Francisco  house. 
Both  monlh.s  $3,200.  Please  call  73 1  -5212. 

BarienieffFundamentals?' Simple. elegant  move- 
ment practices  that  produce  enduring  results.  Will 
positively  impact  your  performance  of  sports, 
dance,  music,  office  work,  and  everyday  activities. 
Private  sessions,  small  classes.  282-8983. 


HYPNOTIZE 
YOURSELF 


LEARN  TO  USE  SELF-m  PNOSIS 
to:  rebeve  aaxlrtv.  munase  dav-to-dav  strrss, 


Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Jonathan  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  (415)  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  *  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


DOC  TRAINING 


One -on-  one  leiions 
in  the  doq'5  own  environment 
(home'^or  business) 


ease  body  teDsioa.  cope  wltb  ponk  all 
coDtrol  unwanted  fear. 


HALF-DAY  WORKSHOPS 
INDIVIDUAL  APPOINTMENT 


C)urt  Ki^son,  M.S.,  M(  CC 
•  p 

 IS — 

CaU  for  \nformatton  and  frt*  bnchun 
415-661-6700 
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CLASS  ADS 


Lynda  Ihe  Gardener.  Complete  landscape  service. 
Experienced  and  skilled  professional  craflspeopic. 
Redwood  fences,  decks,  and  arbors.  Brick,  slone. 
concrele:  walls,  walks,  and  patios.  Irrigation,  lawns, 
plantings,  expert  pruning  and  maintenance.  Let  us 
install  your  dream  garden,  Servmg  Noe  Valley  since 
1986.  Free  estimate.  Referrals.  License  No.  543983. 
Lynda,  759-1335. 

Spinning  Web  Gardening.  Maintenance,  pruning. 

planlmg.  clean-ouLs,  Good  rales.  Discounts  to  sen- 
lor^  and  disabled.  Call  Barbara  ai  550-6923. 

Learn  Japanese  Language  and  culture.  All  levels 
of  conversation,  grammar,  Reading  and  writing 
Professional  Japanese  language  instiucior,  25  years 
of  experience,  Personalized  instruction  for  your 
needs.  Call  Atsuko.  824-1883, 

Tbur:  Join  Route  du  Soleil  on  an  exciting,  carcfinee, 
fully  escorted  journey  lo  the  French  Riviera  and 
Provence.  A  unique  itinerary  designed  for  those  who 
desire  an  in-depth  experience  of  a  region,  personal- 
ised attention,  and  worry-free  travel.  Immerse  your- 
self and  capture  the  feeling  of  the  Mediterranean, 
Call  Route  du  Soleil  European  Tours.  (415)  255- 
4514  for  information  and  brochure. 

Housecleaner  Available.  Excellent  references. 
Insh.  Call  (415)  681-7183. 

Live-In  Child  Care.  Loving  and  trained  aupairs. 
AuPair  Homestay  offers  security  and  the  legal  op- 
tion. Monthly  arrivals.  Approximately  S207  per 
week  for  full-time  care.  Carol:  (415)  349-2996, 

Relocating?  We  take  the  frazzle  out  of  moving- 
From  packing  lo  set-up.  we  will  handle  any  and  all 
of  the  details  of  your  move.  Call  for  a  tree  consul- 
tation. Shipshape.  550-0658. 

Stereo  Repair:  Save  time,  money!  Offering  in- 
home  repairs  at  rea.sonable  rates.  Formerly  with 
Pacific  Stereo;  now  serving  the  San  Francisco  com- 
munity for  12  years.  Evening/weekend  appoint- 
ments available.  Thorough,  conscientious,  guaran- 
tee, references.  Gene's  Sound  Service,  553-3751, 

Tax  Preparation,  Accounting  Services.  CPA  spe- 
cializing in  small  businesses  and  individuals.  Rea- 
sonable rates.  Half-hour  free  consultation.  Ten  per- 
cent discount  mention  this  ad.  826-2958.  Jack. 

Architect  Michael  Mullin.  626-1 190, 

CEF  Conti^ctors.  Exienor  painting  and  weath- 
erproofing.  Atlemion  lo  potential  water  leak  details. 
Structural  repairs.  local  projects,  excellent  refer- 
ences. License  #706109.  Curt.  (5 10)  654-4963. 

The  Floor  Guy  does  sheet  vinyl,  linoleum,  and  Hal- 
lile  installations.  Call  Pet.  563-9039, 

The  Power  of  Thought  Seminar.  Held  three 
evenings  each  month.  Spinlual  informalton.  in- 
sightfully presented.  Free.  B.K.  Mediuiion  Center 
563-4459, 

Rental  Short-Term:  Noe  Valley  view  location;  pri- 
vate entrance  garden  suite  with  bedroom,  living 
room.  bath,  kilcheneite.  plus  full  kitchen  and  laun- 
dry. Weekly,  monthly  rates,  285-7189, 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans.  Calistoga/St. 
Helena  area;  three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  sleeps  six 
(maximum.);  large  decks  with  views  of  stream/for- 
est; fireplace  with  wood  supplied;  30  acres,  trails, 
all-year  stream,  koi  pond;  $250/two-nighl  weekend; 
$275/three-nighi  weekend;  $75/  night  mid-week, 
two-night  minimum;  $500/week;  $l.5(X)/monih;  10 
percent  discount  to  all  repeat  guests.  647-3052, 

New  Improved  Noe*s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast. 

Unit  Ar  private  entrance,  private  bath,  kitchenenc. 
queen  bed.  Cute  and  cozy.  Unit  B:  view,  pnvaie 
bath,  deck,  fireplace,  hot  tub.  queen  bed.  Unit  C: 
ultra-view,  pnvate  bath,  sieam  room,  parlor,  king 
bed.  fireplace,  and  deck.  All  with  cable  and  VCR. 
Masseuse  and  day  care  available.  Contact  Sheila, 
821-0751. 

Non-Toxic  Housecleaning.  It's  healthy,  effective 
and  affordable,  I'm  thorough,  reliable,  honest.  Lo- 
cal references.  Chris.  431-4975. 

Spil  in  the  Ocean:  One-bedroom  condo  in  seclud- 
ed Maalaea.  Maui,  has  unparalleled  ocean/volcano 
view,  all  amenities.  40  feet  from  water.  $70  to  $85 
daily.  647-2142. 

Unique  Bed  and  Breakfast  Old  world  charm  at  af- 
fordable rates.  Guests  will  awaken  to  the  view  of  a 
flower-filled  deck  outside  of  theu'  casement  win- 
dows and  Ihe  fragrance  of  homebaked  delicacies 
and  fresh-ground  cotTce,  Call  Liz.  a  gracious  and 
knowledgeable  hostess,  for  details,  at  648-2515. 

Custom  Upholstery  and  fumimre  refinishing.  Ex- 
cellent work  quickly  done.  Free  estimate,  pickup 
and  delivery.  C)ne-Eyed  Jacks.  1645  Market  St.  Vis- 
it or  call  621-4390. 

Tender  Loving  Care  for  Kilties  and  plants.  Im- 
peccable references.  647-6833. 

Books  Bought  1  come  to  you.  Call  L.J.,  469-9338 
(46-ycar  San  Francisco  resident). 

Complete  Gardening  Service  including  consulta- 
tions, design,  and  renovations.  Expert  pruning, 
planting,  and  maintenance.  626-1258, 


Maui  Vacation  House:  Beautiful  5-bedroom.  2 1/2- 
bath  house  ($200)  or  one-bedroom  ($60),  Fully 
equipped,  privacy,  nice  back  yard/lanai.  across 
street  from  beach.  Kihci.  House  sleeps  10;  washer/ 
dryer  931-7035. 

Phil's  Window  Cleaning  Service.  Reliable/cour- 
teous. Free  estimates  for  residential/commercial. 
668-8310, 

Piano  Lessons  with  credenlialed.  experienced  Noe 
Valley  teacher  Classical  approach  including  ear 
training  and  theory,  All  ages  welcome.  Barbara 
Bannett.  648-1007, 

Recover  Lost  Fortunes.  Manual  shows  you  how 
$20  billion  in  lost  fortunes  goes  unclaimed!  Free  in- 
formation from  local  author,  Mazel  Publishing,  P.O. 
Bos  460040.  San  Francisco,  CA  94146-0040. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro- 
fessional. B.A,  English,  M  S  W.  UnderMandable  ad- 
vice. Business,  medical,  academic,  legal,  resumes, 
manuscripts.  Expert  editing.  Fax  machine.  Laser 
printing.  Good  rales.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Tl-ansform  Your  Jungle  into  a  paradise.  Pruning, 
cleanups,  planting,  lawns,  irrigation,  maintenance 
Call  Jorge  at  826-7840  for  free  estimates  Remem- 
ber. It's  pruning  time 

Licensed  Painting.  Small  and  large  jobs.  Intenor 
and  extenor  Free  consultation  and  estimate.  Also 
expert  plaster  and  drywall  repairs.  Cracks  and  wa- 
ter damage  fixed.  License  #497-214.  References. 
Please  call  Ed  at  995-4666, 

Just  Plain  Good  Therapy.  Brief  counseling,  crisis 
help,  or  m-depih  work  offered  to  individuals  and 
couples  of  "all  sexual  persuasions"  by  well-aged,  in- 
tuitive, pcreeptive.  and  highly  skilled  counselor  who 
has  seen,  heard,  and  expcnenced  a  broad  range  of 
life's  challenges  Upper  Glen  Park,  easy  parking. 
Jeanne  Adieman.  M  A  585-0666 

Handyman:  Repairs,  building  shelves,  decks, 
fences.  References,  reasonable  rates.  Hairy  Irving, 
986-2654, 

Friendly  Professional  Psychic  and  CHT  invites 
you  to  enjoy  a  one-hour  reading  —  validate  current 
possibilities  and  consider  probable  future  situa- 
tions. Past-life  regression  available,  Noe  Valley  of- 
fice or  phone,  Kathy  Srabian.  738-1731 .  Many  ex- 
cellent references, 

Housecleaner  with  10  years  of  experience  Done  to 
your  specifications.  Garden  care  also,  including 
pruning  and  weeding.  Knowledgeable  about  house- 
plants  and  pets.  Margaret.  824-0894. 

Living  Tai  Chi  Chuan  of  Noe  Valley.  Unique  ap- 
proach for  holistic  balance.  Beginners  Tueday  and 
Thursday.  6  p.m,.  $5  introduction,  Noe  Valley  Min- 
istry, 1021  Sanchez,  Chns  Sequeira,  22  years'  cx- 
penence-  (415)  756-6857.  (415) 773-8185 

Monthly  Writers  Group  for  women  meets  in  Noe 
Valley  lo  provide  support  for  challenges  of  wniing. 
publishing,  and  creative  process,  including:  wnter 's 
block,  inner  cniic.  self-disclosure,  failure/success 
issues,  isolation.  Individual  consultation  available 
Maire  Famngton,  M  FCC,  No.  24893.  (415)  282- 
5965. 

Music  Club.  We  meet  monthly,  master  a  tape  from 
tracks  everybody  brings,  then  distribute  copies  to 
pariicipanis.  Meet  other  music  collectors  and  ex- 
pand your  collection.  Over  30,  Joe,  550-0506 
evenings. 

Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat, 
cholesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cer- 
tificates available-  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane, 
826-2133. 

Slipcovers  &  Window  fVeatments.  High-quality 
custom  sewing  services  since  1980,  Pillows,  table 
skirts,  bed  dressings.  Also  unique  clothing  designs, 
weddings,  tailored  garments,  copy  your  favorite 
item!  Frippery.  Designs  by  Wendy  L.  Miller.  (415) 
648-8514, 

Hauling.  Schlepper  Brothers  (Food  Not  Bombs  ac- 
tivists). Totally  reliable,  quick,  yogic.  canng.  fair 
824-4214. 

Motherhood — Is  It  for  Me?  Ambivalence  can  be 
immobilizing  Support  groups  and  one-day  work- 
shops for  women  exploring  the  many  feelings  as- 
sociated with  this  choice.  Call  for  the  1996  sched- 
ule, Co-led  by  Demse  Carlini,  M  FCC  ,  and  Ann 
Davidman.  M.FC.C,  registered  intern.  Supervisor 
K  G,  Laser.  M.FC.C.  (415)985-7464. 

AbunDANCE  Aerobic  Dance  for  Large  Women. 

Drop-in  classes  Wednesdays  6  to  7  p.m.,  Saturdays 
11  a,m,tonoon  at  Women's  Building,  3543  18th  St 
All  women  size  1 6  and  up  welcome!  Fif^t  class  free, 
$5  to  $7/class.  fee  negotiable.  337-6379, 


Paris.  Fully  equipped  small  apartment.  Metro  Pyre- 
nees. $525/week,  (415)  285-1989, 

Health  Insurance.  Free  quotes  for  individuals, 
families,  and  businesses  —  Blue  Cross/Shield,  al- 
ternative care,  "A" -rated  plans.  Medicare  supple- 
ment.s.  long-term  care,  Let  an  expert  agent  assist  you 
at  no  extra  cost!  Call  Bill  Hannant.  647-701 2, 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy.  Residence  and  business 
telephone  systems,  fax/modem  lines,  ofTice-in- 
home.  Dead  phone  jacks  brought  back  lo  life.  Sep- 
arate jacks  for  roommates  Free  estimates.  Noe  Val- 
ley resident.  Call  641-8654 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol- 
stery. Caning.  Quality  repairing  Competitive 
prices.  Home,  office,  commercial.  Amazing  portfo- 
lio and  references.  Free  oral  estimate,  pick-up  and 
delivery.  Call  Sons,  (415)  587-3416, 

Word  Processing:  Manuscripts,  reports,  papers, 
resumes.  Editing,  proofreading,  tape  transcription 
Laser  Printing.  Joanne.  43 1  -0603. 

Create  Positive  Change  in  your  life  by  identifying 
and  healing  old  wounds  in  safe,  warm  Noe  Valley 
environment.  Trained  in  EMDR,  Geri  Giafis. 
M  FCC  824-1914. 

Home  Repairs:  Windows,  doors,  deadboll  locks, 
weatherstrip  doors,  general  repairs,  Local  refer- 
ences, free  estimates.  I  am  always  on  time.  337- 
9327.  Ask  for  Don. 

Piano  Lessons  for  children,  teens,  adults,  using  tra- 
ditional and  Suzuki  methods  and  a  vaneiy  of  musi- 
cal styles.  I  have  an  education  degree  from  S  F.S.U. 
and  17  years  of  experience  in  San  Francisco.  Call 
Palncia  Avery.  550-8299. 

Tax  Preparation  for  individuals,  financial  services 
and  bookkeeping  for  travelers  and  the  distracted. 
Enrolled  agent  licensed  to  represent  clients  before 
the  IRS.  Reasonable  rates.  $  lOdiscount  with  this  ad. 
695-1819 

Piano  for  Beginners.  Classical  instruction  and  mu- 
sic theory.  Patient. experienced.  Noe  Valley  teacher. 
Elva.  285-5769, 

Nalural/Non-Toxic  Housecleaning.  Clean  and 
Green  will  get  your  home  spotless!  Weekly,  bi- 
weekly, and  special  occasions.  Thorough,  depend- 
able, references,  Janet.  281-9622. 

Relationship  Problems?  Improve  communication, 
intimacy,  and  reduce  conflicts  with  relationship 
counseling.  Couples,  individuals,  and  families. 
Dennis  Thatcher,  M  FCC  995-2916, 

Cat  &  Plant  Care  continues  to  provide  TLC  to  cats 
and  homes  in  Noe  Valley  and  environs.  Mature 
woman  makes  daily  visits  on  a  set  schedule.  Excel- 
lent local  references.  Call  for  a  cat  chat  and  ad- 
ditional information.  Anna-Kajs  (A-K).  648-81.32, 

Telephone  wiring  and  jacks  for  your  home  or  apart- 
ment; 31  years  of  experience.  Call  Gene.  826-8419, 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  poems,  stories,  and  essays,  particu- 
larly those  with  neighborhood  themes  Payment 
upon  publication.  Send  manuscnpt  (typed,  please), 
plus  name,  address,  and  phone,  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice.  1021  Sanchez  St  .  San  Francisco.  CA  94114. 
Also,  It's  time  to  enter  our  1996  Literary  Contest, 
(See  back  page  of  this  issue  for  details.) 

Raja  Yoga.  This  six-week  class,  based  on  Patan- 
jali's  yoga  sutras,  encompasses  the  psychology  and 
philosophy  of  yoga.  You  will  learn  the  yogic  con- 
cept of  the  mind  and  how  to  use  il  more  effective- 
ly. Required  reading  Yoga  .Suiras  of  Paianjali. 
Please  register  in  advance.  Send  tuition,  name,  and 
phone  number  Mondays,  beginning  May  6.  7:30  to 
9  p.m.  (no  class  Memonal  Day).  S42.  Integral  Yoga 
Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  821-1 1 17. 

Cottage  Setting  —  one-person  studio  in  country 
garden.  Furnished/accessorized.  May-October 
lease,  $l,200/month.  285-1989, 

Body  Sculpting!  Spnng  is  here  and  it's  never  too 
late  to  motivate  and  get  into  shape.  At  home/in 
gym/ouiside:  let's  "just  do  it"  together!  $20/single, 
$35/two  people.  Friendly,  expenenced  certified  fit- 
ness trainer  Call  Rachel.  406-2002, 

Massage  Therapy  for  Women.  Stress  reduction 
and  relief  of  neck  and  back  tension.  My  office  or  in 
your  home,  Janine,  468-5201, 

Acme  Housecleaning.  Professional  cleaners,  three 
years'  expenence.  housecleaning  and/or  odd  jobs, 
extensive  references  available,  826-5508. 

The  Healing  Touch:  Swedish  massage.  20-minute 
foot  and  hand  massages,  body  treatments.  Buy  five 
one-hour  massages  and  save  $25!  Come  feel  the 
touch  at  Isa's  Salon  and  Day  Spa  with  Shaimon  M. 
Hall,  C.M.T  641-8948. 


How  to  Use 
Voice  Class  Ads 

The  rale  for  classified  advertising  in 
The  Noe  Valley  Voice  is  25?  a  word.  Jusi 
type  or  pnni  your  copy,  multiply  the 
number  of  words  by  25c  (we  trust  you), 
enclose  a  check  or  money  order  for  the 
full  amount,  and  mail  ii  lo  us  by  the  1 5th 
of  the  month  preceding  the  month  in 
which  you'd  like  the  ad  lo  appear.  Please 
let  us  know  whether  your  ad  is  a  renew- 
al from  the  preceding  issue.  But  be  sure 
lo  give  us  the  full  ad  copy,  in  any  case. 

Reward  for  Loyalty:  The  Voice  prints 
a  news  edition  10  months  a  year.  (We 
publish  a  special  literary  issue  in  August; 
January  is  our  vacation  month,)  if  you 
decide  to  place  the  same  class  ad  in  10 
issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a  10  percent 
discount.  When  figuring  your  cost, 
deduct  10  percent  from  the  total  amount 
due  for  10  issues. 

The  Next  Voice  will  be  the  June  1996 
issue,  amving  in  Downtown  Noe  Valley 
on  Wednesday.  May  29.  To  place  a  class 
ad.  mail  your  ad  copy  and  a  check 
(payable  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice)  so  that 
we  receive  it  by  May  15.  The  address  is 
Voice  Class  Ads.  1021  Sanchez  SI., 
San  Francisco,  CA  94H4.  Sorry,  but 
we  are  unable  10  accept  phone  orders. 

Class  advenisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  Ihe  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will  be 
set  in  boldface  type.  Also,  receipts  and 
tear  sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  IS  accompanied  by  a  self -addressed, 
stamped  envelope.  Thank  you.  □ 


Piano.  Two  mint  condition  upnghts.  47  inches  high, 
only  one  owner  used  for  duos;  3  '/J  years  old,  Both 
have  bnght.  clear  sound  and  exceptionally  good 
bass.  Have  been  maintained  two  times/year  by  reg- 
istered technician.  Young  &  Chang  $3.(X)0  Schim- 
mel  $6,(K)0  Payment  plan  negotiable.  Phone  285- 
8016, 

Stress  Management  Through  Yoga.  Stress  may  be 
triggered  by  change,  needing  approval,  feeling  pow- 
erless, or  hostility  Medical  research  has  shown  that 
stress  responds  best  to  an  "integral"  approach.  This 
workshop  will  offer  a  blueprint  for  reducing  stress 
through  hatha  yoga,  relaxation  medilulion.  and  a  yo- 
gic understanding  of  change  and  power  Tuesday. 
May  28.  7  10  9  p.m..  $10.  Integral  Yoga  Institute, 
770  Dolores  St.  821-1117. 

Motorcycle  for  Sale.  '79  Yamaha  XS750F.  only 
13K  miles  Fainng,  trunk,  side  trunks,  helmets 
Needs  work.  $650/be.st  offer  Call  Steve.  82 1  -5760, 

Now  Hiring  Dog  Walkers!  Call  Dog  Walking  Ser- 
vices of  San  Francisco,  7.M-0I20, 

Summer  Sublet  for  July  and  August.  Charming, 
two-bedroom,  fully  furnished  San  Francisco  house. 
Both  months  $3,200.  Please  call  731-5212, 

Walercolor  Classes  by  professional  anisi  with  ex- 
tensive teaching  experience.  Small  groups,  indi- 
vidual attention.  Day  and  evening  classes  Call 
731-5212 

Peaches  Painting.  Add  color  to  your  life  (inside/ 
outside)  Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 
Since  1980.  License  #618693;  25  percent  off  with 
ad.  641-9434. 

Pet  Care.  Docs  Rover  need  a  pet  sitter?  Exercise  ' 
Training?  Aride  lo  the  vet''  Positively  Pets  can  help! 
Expert  care  for  all  pets  Ten  years"  experience.  We 
love  older  pets.  Bonded.  References.  Senior  dis- 
counts. 647-2463. 

Earn  Extra  S$$.  Host  a  foreign  student  in  your 
home,  earn  extra  money.  $600-$800/month,  stu- 
dents and  international  business  professionals.  Call 
for  information:  (415)459-1265, 


oome  services  advenised 
in  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may 
be  performed  by  individuals 
and  companies  not  licensed 
by  the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies. 


ALL  WOMEN  CREW 

THE  PAINTING 
MACHINE 

Fine  Paiming 

Interior/Exterior  •  Since  1980 
Meticulous  •  Neat  •  Reliable  •  AftDrJiiMc 

"Wit/i  a  female  iense  of  deuul  and  coopatiuon  " 

Local  References  •  Free  Estimates 

(415)  641  9121  Ntartinj  Victoria 


Bookkeeping 

Weekly  .  Monthly  .  Quarterly 

For  Niiiiill  l(ti\ine\sc% 
and  liitlividiials 

KATHLEEN  GREER 
661  9478 


ROOF  LEAKS? 
WATER  DAMAGE? 

Call  the  Detective: 

Inspections.  Patching.  Caulking. 
Waterproofing 

Robt.  Gill  Co. 

558-0658 

Lie,  #302079     Since  1974 


ROOMMATES 

NOW!. 


nUldMd  M  Vow  CrtUria  bf  n»one...U  hn 

Effective  •  Confidential  •  Straight  &  Gay 

7(  was  wildly  succatfulf  —  M.K, 

(415)  4t4-705« 

Pr«c  t4<Hr  R«cer4c4  IntornMtlon 
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First-Person  Essay 

 ^  


When  to  Let  the 
Ball  Drop 

JillAUrich 


The  Last  Page 


HEN  MY  SON  Michael  was 
2,  I  came  across  a  newspa- 
per article  tilled.  "Getting  Children  To 
Be  Assertive."  I  carefully  studied  the  ar- 
ticle and  drew  thick  feh-iip  arrows  in 
the  direction  of  the  main  points;  Allow 
your  child  to  express  his  anger.  Teach  your 
child  to  communicate  his  needs  cUarly. 
Stress  the  importance  of  body  language. 
Emphasize  new  ways  to  say  "No. " 

I  cut  the  article  out  and  taped  it  to 
the  side  of  the  fridge. 

It's  been  a  year  now.  and  I  still  read 
that  clipping  every  morning  while  I  mix 
Michael's  pancake  batter  by  the  light  of 
the  stove.  Asset livcness,  obviously,  if  a 
big  issue  with  me.  Probably  because  I've 
never  been  so  swell  at  it.... 

WHEN  I  WAS  ABOUT  12  and  my 
brother  Dennis  was  6.  we  shared 
a  subdivision  with  the  Ritchey  broth- 
ers: four  crimson-headed,  ochre-eyed 
mesomorphs  who  torched  the  paper 
egos  of  kids  like  us. 

h  didn't  help  that  because  of  the 
size  of  my  front  teeth  I  was  nicknamed 
Beaver.  Or  that  Dennis  carried  a  red 
patent-leather  purse  (even  though  it 
made  a  rather  smart  little  car  carrier). 

During  the  three  years  chat  we 
lived  in  St.  Charles,  Missouri.  Dennis 
and  I  ran  into  the  Ritchey  brothers 
every  time  we  lifted  our  aluminum 
garage  door.  If  chey  weren't  already 
parked  on  their  five-speeds  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  driveway,  we  knew  it  would 
only  be  a  matter  of  seconds  before  they 
would  slither  up  to  our  curb  or  cut 
through  our  parched  back  yard. 

I'm  35  now,  and  most  of  those  en- 
counters with  the  Ritcheys  are  begin- 
ning to  fade.  One  episode,  however, 
will  blaze  eternal  in  my  brain:  the  Soft- 
ball Incident,  in  the  summer  of  1972. 

Dennis  and  I  had  just  finished  our 
fish  sticks,  baked  beans,  and  canned  pears 
on  lettuce,  a  typical  dinner  when  Dad 
was  out  of  town  selling  baby  products 
for  Johnson  &  Johnson.  After  rinsing 
off  our  dishes,  we  slammed  open  the 
screen  and  ran  outside  to  play  catch. 

We  loved  catch.  There  was  some- 
thing hypnotic  about  arcing  a  soft  white 
ball  into  the  sky  and  feeling  it  smack  in 
the  pockets  of  our  leather  mitts.  We 
were  not  athletes.  But  in  this  game,  to- 
gether, we  were  All-Stars. 

About  10  minutes  into  the  game, 
I  threw  a  fastball  (our  term  for  any  pitch 
that  exceeded  4  mph).  Dennis  ran  back, 
across  the  street  and  into  Mr.  Reiling's 
lawn,  but  missed  the  ball  by  about  three 
yards.  Just  as  I  heard  it  thump  onto  the 
grass,  I  saw  Hugh,  the  second-to-old- 
esi  Ritchey,  sliding  down  the  street  on 
his  black  and  silver  Sting-Ray.  He  eye- 
balled  my  brother  and  his  empty  mitt 
and  braked  by  the  curb.  Protectively.  I 
began  walking  over  to  Dennis,  who  by 
now  had  retrieved  the  ball  and  stood  riv- 


eted to  Mr.  Reiling's  Kentucky  bluegrass. 

Hugh  scanned  me  with  his  iguana 
eyes,  sneering  at  my  braces,  my  wire- 
rimmed  glasses,  the  Sears  Roebuck  hal- 
ter top  that  held  nothing  but  hope.  Then 
he  coolly  appraised  Dennis:  the  deer- 
in-the-hcadlights  brown  eyes,  the  John- 
son's Baby  Powder  tee  shirt,  the  Jerry 
Lewis  haircut. 

"Nice  catch,  girlie,"  Hugh  taunted. 
Dennis  stood  clutching  his  mitt,  his 
blue  Pro  Kcds  glued  to  the  turf. 

I,  too,  stood  motionless,  taking 
silent  inventory  of  my  visible  inade- 
quacies. Hugh  had  a  lot  to  work  with 
that  night.  My  hair  was  a  tumbleweed. 
My  chest  was  a  prairie.  And,  as  always, 
there  were  my  incisors,  long  and  white 
and  circled  with  wire. 

But  as  I  stood  there  on  the  grass,  a 
tornado  of  anger  began  to  whirl  inside 
me.  I  hated  Hugh  Ritchey.  He  had  shot- 
gunned  insults  at  me  for  three  years,  and 
I  had  had  enough.  I  was  going  to  take 
him  on.  I  balled  my  hands  into  fists. 
Hugh  did  the  same.  Quickly  realizing 
I  posed  no  physical  threat.  I  chose  an- 
other weapon:  my  verbal  ability.  This  was 
where  I  could  really  outmuscle  Hugh. 
(I  was  the  fourth-grade  spelling  cham- 
pion in  Shawnee  Mission.  Kansas.) 


My  mind  began  to  spin,  creating 
an  insult  so  vicious  and  so  cruel,  it 
would  make  Hugh  reel.  It  would  be  far 
more  damping  than  a  busted  lip  or  a 
black  eye  or  a  broken  bone.  It  would 
crush  Hugh  Ritchey.  And  it  would  de- 
liver the  unmistakable  message  that  no 
one  messes  with  Jill  Howard. 

He  was  coming  my  way.  I  steeled 
myself  as  he  ambled  across  the  lawn,  his 
yellow  eyes  flashing.  I  waited  until  we 
were  face  to  face.  Then  I  sprang. 

"Hi,  Hugh,"  I  said,  waving  ner- 
vously. Hugh  slugged  me  in  the  gut. 

TWENTY-THREE  YEARS  have  passed 
since  the  Softball  Incident.  In  that 
time  I've  become  a  lot  more  assertive: 
I  call  my  landlord  when  the  pipes  burst. 
I  turn  down  telephone  solicitors.  I  send 
back  undercooked  cheeseburgers.  But 
when  it  comes  to  dealing  with  the  Ritch- 
eys of  the  world.  I  often  drop  the  ball. 
That's  why  the  newspaper  article  is  still 
taped  to  the  fridge,  dotted  with  mari- 
nara  sauce.  I  want  my  son  to  be  bold. 

For  two  years,  my  son  was  the  most 
passive  guy  on  the  block.  When  other 
kids  would  grab  his  trucks,  he  would  as- 
sess the  transaction  with  cool  detach- 
ment, as  if  to  say,  "Hmm.  ..I  was  playing 
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1996  Literary  Contest 

Deadline:  Saturday,  June  15,  1996 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  proudly  announces  the  1996  Literary  Contest 
and  the  publication  of  our  second  annual  Summer  Literary  Issue, 
dedicated  to  the  winners  in  three  categories:  Fiction  (short  stories), 
Non-Fiction  (first-person  essays),  and  Poetry. 

Prizes  (awarded  in  all  three  categories): 

First  Place       $100  cash  and  a  $50  gift  certificate  to  Carroll's  Books 
Second  Place  $50  and  $25  gift  certificate  to  Cover  to  Cover  Booksellers 
Third  Place     $25  and  $25  gift  certificate  to  Phoenix  Books  and  Records 

The  nine  prize  winners,  along  with  any  honorable  mentions,  will 
appear  in  the  August  1996  edition  of  the  Noe  Valley  V&/c^  (circulation 
10,000),  distributed  Aug.  I,  1996.  Subject  matter  is  unlimited,  but 
remember — this  is  a  family  newspaper!  The  Voice       host  a  public 
reading  and  reception  for  the  winners  in  San  Francisco. 

Contest  Rules 

1 .  Manuscripts  must  be  the  original  work  of  the  contestant,  unpublished,  and  no 
longer  than  2,000  words.  They  should  be  typed,  double-spaced,  and  printed  on 
one  side  of  8  '/2  x  11 "  white  paper. 

2.  Fiction  and  Non-Fiction  contestants  may  enter  one  manuscript  only. 
Poetry  conicstants  may  enter  two  poems. 

3.  Please  submit  three  (3)  copies  of  your  manuscript(s).  Do  not  send  originals. 

4.  Put  the  title  of  the  work  and  die  contest  category  you  are  entering  on  the  first 
page  of  your  manuscript,  but  omit  your  name  and  address.  Enclose  a  separate 
cover  sheet  with  your  name,  address,  phone  number,  contest  category,  and  title 
of  the  vyork.  (If  the  work  is  untitled,  use  your  phone  number  or  other  unique 
cross  reference.)  Entries  will  neither  be  returned  nor  their  receipt  acknowledged. 

5.  There  is  no  entry  fee.  Entries  will  be  judged  by  members  of  the  Voice  siaS. 

6.  All  persons  except  current  staff — and  freelance  contributors  who  have  published 
more  than  one  piece  in  the  Voiceiince  Aug.  31,  1995 — are  eligible  to  enter. 

7.  The  Noe  Valley  Vft/Vr  reserves  the  right  to  publish  the  winning  entries  and  any 
honorable  mentions,  space  permitting,  in  the  August  1996  Literary  Issue. 

8.  All  entries  must  be  received  at  the  VJj/f^  office  by  June  15,  1996.  Winners  will  be 
notified  by  July  26  and  announced  in  the  Aug.  1  issue.  {No  phone  calls,  please.) 

9.  Mail  entries  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice  1996  Literary  Contest.  1021  Sanchez  St., 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14.  Thank  you  and  best  of  luck. 


with  that  backhoe;  now  I'm  not."  Then 
he  would  simply  walk  away. 

Worse,  he  would  let  other  kids 
physically  harm  him.  For  24  consecu- 
tive months,  Michael  sported  a  goose 
egg — in  varying  shades  of  blue,  yellow, 
and  green — on  his  forehead.  Whenever 
one  would  begin  to  fade,  he'd  get 
whacked  again. 

Hugh  scanned  me  with  his 
iguana  eyes,  sneering  at  my 
braces,  my  wire-rimmed  glasses, 
the  Sears  Roebuck  halter  top 
that  held  nothing  but  hope. 
Then  he  coolly  appraised 
Dennis:  the  deer-in-the- 
headlights  brown  eyes,  the 
Johnsons  Baby  Powder  tee  shirt, 
the  Jerry  Lewis  haircut.  "Nice 
catch,  girlie, "  Hugh  taunted 


So  following  the  advice  oudined  in 
the  newspaper  article,  Michael's  Dad 
and  I  have  coached  our  son  to  (1)  ex- 
press his  anger,  (2)  communicate  his 
needs  clearly,  (3)  use  resolute  but  relaxed 
body  language,  and  (4)  say  "No."  In  fact, 
he  effectively  utilized  all  of  these  tech- 
niques in  a  recent  sandbox  showdown. 

We  were  at  Douglass  Park,  when 
a  rather  imposing  3-year-old  pilfered 
Michael's  prize  tyrannosaurus  rex. 

"No,  that's  mine,"  Michael  said 
firmly,  darkening  his  brow  and  bend- 
ing menacingly  at  the  waist. 

The  boy  tossed  the  dinosaur,  then 
grabbed  a  fistfti!  of  sand  and  threw  it  in 
Michael's  face.  Michael  rubbed  his  eyes 
with  his  fists.  "That  hurts!"  he  yelled. 
Then,  to  my  astonishment,  Michael  col- 
lected his  dinos  and  left  to  go  play  on 
the  slides. 

For  a  minute,  I  was  tempted  to 
grab  him  by  the  overalls  and  pull  him 
back  into  the  fray.  I  wanted  him  to  con- 
front that  litde  bully  and  let  him  know 
no  one  messes  with  Michael  Aldrich. 
Maybe  give  him  a  firm  poke  on  the 
shoulder  for  added  emphasis. 

Instead,  1  let  him  play. 

Becoming  more  assertive  is  one 
thing.  Becoming  a  Ritchey  is  another.  ^ 

Jill  Aldrich  is  a  freelance  writer  who  writes  reg- 
ularly Apparel  Industry  Magazine,  pub- 
lished out  of  Atlanta.  She  lives  on  Chattanooga 
Street  with  her  husband.  Danny  Aldrich.  and 
son,  Michael.  The  family  ts  eagerly  awaiting  a 
new  baby  in  August.  The  newspaper  clipping 
remains  taped  to  the  fridge. 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice  invites 
submissions  of  essays,  fiction,  or 
poetry  for  The  Last  Page.  Please  mail 
your  manuscript,  typed  and  double- 
spaced,  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941 14.  You  might  also  consider 
entering  our  second  annual  Literary 
Contest  (see  details  at  Ufi).  The 
results  will  be  published  in  the 
August  1996  issue  of  the  Voice, 
described  by  Examiner  columnist 
Stephanie  Salter  as  the  "hippest  little 
literary  review  in  the  West. " 


